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Dear all, 
 
Where has this year gone!  It is amazing that we are already at the end of another academic year!! 
 
Our website has now been updated with any major volunteer policies so they are accessible to all in an 
easier format. This year we have reviewed many of our policies in order that we were able to achieve the 
Safe and Sound Kite mark; although we do refer to our policies each year.  The policies that were reviewed 
are: All Finance, Constitution, Management Structure, Equal Opportunities, Health and Safety, Risk 
Assessment, Safeguarding, Confidentiality, Data Protection and all of the Volunteer Policies, Staff Policies, 
Disciplinary and Grievance Procedures.  All of the policies in relation to volunteers are available for you to 
view on the website or in a file in the office.   
For those of you who also use social media, please visit our Facebook page. We keep the content fresh with 
news and tips! Please also note that our website contains lots of useful information for volunteers such as 
recommended books, split into different categories. 
 
I made reference in our last newsletter to being shortlisted as the ‘Deloitte Charity of the year’. 
Unfortunately we did not get selected as their charity to support, however our efforts did gain us a £150 
donation! 
 
It has been wonderful to read all of the comments about the impact you are all having within your schools 
after sending out our school evaluations.  We are still waiting for more forms to be returned by the schools 
and as soon as we are able to do so, then we will report the full findings to you in a separate bulletin.  
Thank you on behalf of the schools and the children that you are supporting…. you are making a real 
difference to the children’s ability and confidence.  It is so lovely to be appreciated by the schools that we 
support. Despite them being busy and under pressure, one school has taken the time to write to us!  
"Just wanted to say what a fantastic scheme ABC to read is. We have been lucky enough to have two of 
your volunteers and cannot emphasise the difference they have made. They are fantastic with the children 
and we have seen a remarkable improvement in the children's reading ages. The volunteers are amazing 
and a credit to the charity" 
 
Thank you for completing the volunteer survey.  We send the survey out to you all as it is a great way for us 
to make sure your experience with us is the best that it can be!  It is wonderful to hear that the majority of 
you are very happy with the support that you get from both schools and the staff at ABC to read, and that 
you feel your volunteering needs are met.  We are also very much aware that some schools really do not 
appreciate the time that you give to supporting the children and we can assure you that we do our very 
best to remind schools to value our volunteers!  Remember, one of the reasons that you are in the school is 
to support the children that are not actually receiving help. This can also stem from schools not having the 
time to give children the 1-1 support that they need, lack of resources, or being under pressure, so this will 
also have a knock-on effect on how you are also supported by them. We have taken note of all the 
feedback that we have received and will be doing our utmost to make the changes that have been 
suggested.  Please remember that running a small charity isn’t easy, with a handful of us doing all of the 
jobs that larger charities have teams to do but I can assure you that you are all doing such a wonderful job 
and are very much appreciated by ABC to read and the children that you are supporting.  If you are having 
any issues, no matter how small, then please do not hesitate to bring them to the attention of your 
fieldworker or to the contact within your school. 
 
We had a very positive AGM on 16th June at the Reading Football Club Community Trust Rooms and we 
were delighted to welcome our speakers Kate and Fiona. Around 40 trustees, staff, volunteers and friends 
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came along. The meeting included a review of the year and presentation of the accounts and successful 
funding applications. The meeting also included recognition of some of our long-service volunteers and a 
chance to catch up over refreshments.  We will be recognizing those volunteers that have been with us for 
long periods of time throughout the year, rather than just at the AGM as we do value all of the time that 
you give to ABC to read.  Some of our volunteers have been with us since the charity started! 

 

 

It was wonderful to attend a couple of your informal get-togethers and have a catch up over coffee.  Please 

feel free to share your contact details with one another so that you are able to meet up in your own time 

without your fieldworker being present as we are aware that some of you may feel a little isolated in your 

roles. We also recommend that you swap email addresses with the class teachers that you are supporting 

in order for you to be able to communicate with them, should teachers be busy to talk to you during 

school.   

Thank you to those volunteers that have offered their assistance with ABC to read going through the 
rigorous Investor in Volunteer Award process and I will be in touch as soon as I have any developments on 
when we will require your help.  This process will, again help us to ensure that you gain a positive 
experience.   
 
We have recruited many new volunteers this year, but unfortunately have had many more volunteers leave 
us due to family or work commitments or house moves throughout the year, so we still have 50 vacancies 
throughout Berkshire to fill!  We welcome our volunteers to stay with us for as long as they enjoy their 
experience and work with different children, even in different schools if volunteers fancy a change of 
scenery!  Due to the word getting around about the wonderful work that you are doing, other schools are 
requesting our scheme is placed within their school. If you know of anyone that would welcome the 
opportunity of volunteering with ABC to read then please arrange for them to make contact with us so that 
we can try and fill the vacancies for the new term.  If you are able to help put flyers up in your local group 
or parish then please advise the office so that we can send them out to you in the post or you are welcome 
to pop by and see us! 
 
Thank you to Liz Stockwood for not only reaching 7 years with ABC to read, but also being a case study for 
us during Volunteer’s Week and helping us with our recruitment campaign. 

 

 
 

Our volunteer, Liz 
Stockwood, receiving 
flowers and welcoming 
our new volunteer Anne-
Marie Altaner, along 
with our fieldworker 
Lindsey Livingstone with 
the children they 
support at Lynch Hill 
Primary 
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The next round of voting for projects taking part in the Neighbourhood Participatory Budget Scheme has 

opened and will close on Tuesday 9 August 2016 at 12 noon. You are able to vote for ABC to read via the 

RBWM website by clicking on the Your Local Budget link, but you can also access the voting page directly at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JXBDCJX. Please select “Help East Berkshire children find the fun in 

reading!” 

Book exchange dates – we are now holding 4 across Berkshire so hopefully you can attend one: 
 

West 
Berkshire 

Thatcham Town Council Chamber, Brownsfield 
Rd, Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10am – 11am Tuesday 20th 
Sept 

East 
Berkshire 

Redwood House,  
9 Queen Annes Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ 

10.30am – 12pm Thursday 22nd 
Sept 

Reading St. Mark Church Hall 
94 Cranbury Rd, Reading RG30 2TA (satnav 
RG30 2TD) 

10am – 11.30am Monday 19th 
Sept 

Wokingham Wokingham Library (the downstairs room), 
Denmark Street, Wokingham RG40 2BB  

10am - 11.30am Wednesday 
21st Sept 

 
Date for diary: Safeguarding Workshop with speaker Kit Berry on 7th February 2017  
 
It is important that as many of you are able to attend the safeguarding workshop, especially if it has been 
some time since you carried out the initial training.  The workshop will be held at 10am until noon but 
invites will be sent out in the New Year. Kit Berry is the author of the Stonewylde series, a fantasy series set 
in the fictional community of Stonewylde.  She has 3 children and was a teacher before becoming an 
author. 
 

 Venue: The Gate Church, 384 The Meadway, Tilehurst, Reading. RG30 4NX 
There's plenty of parking on site but please can people start filling up from the back of the car park, so 
that anyone with mobility issues can use the spaces right by the front door  

 
We will also be organising another Christmas Coffee Morning but I would like to get my summer holiday at 
the forefront of my mind before thinking about Christmas! 
 
Hint for sessions:  
Collecting poems - Your child can select their favourite poem to illustrate, using a large sheet of paper. They 
could copy out the poem, perhaps with your help. You could also put together a collection of your child’s 
favourite poems and rhymes in a little book. These can be illustrated and read time and time again. It can 
be fun to read a poem by passing it between adult and child, like reading a play. 
A book guide is available which is designed to give ideas of books that might appeal to dyslexic and 

reluctant readers; it also includes some hints and tips for encouraging 

reading http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/files/dyslexiaaction/dyslexia_friendly_book_guide_webcopy.pdf

. This link is also available on our website under ‘volunteer resources’ 

Volunteer success story! 

One of our volunteers, Rosalind, has kindly written a few words below about a fabulous success that she 

has had at her school recently:   

Stage Presence 

I only started volunteering in October last so don’t have a wealth of great ideas up my sleeve. 

However, I have racked my brains for different activities other than just reading and have shown 

my pupils how to do word-searches, crosswords, play games and read material other than books 

(e.g. menus). 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JXBDCJX
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They have been really keen and receptive children and their reading has come on leaps and 

bounds – so thrilling. I thought they ought to be given the chance to show how much progress they 

have made and suggested, to the teachers first and then the children, that they could perform 

some readings on stage in assembly. I thought the children would be terrified but they were really 

excited at the prospect so I chose a rhyming book – The Rumble in the Jungle – and got each child 

to choose two animals each. We rehearsed in our little room and finally on stage, where I 

encouraged the children to project their voices, and I printed and laminated their parts so they 

couldn’t get ripped up by mistake.  

The day came last Monday and the children were so excited it was really lovely. The other classes 

filed in and my little protégés lined up on stage at the ready. I went up on stage with them and 

introduced myself and the book, and then they were off! They read beautifully, strong and clear 

and absolutely no mistakes. The head teacher came in and took some photos and the children 

were so pleased with themselves, I was glad to have had this moment. I’m sure it’s something the 

children will remember and hopefully give them a boost for the future. 

Rosalind Luper, Moorlands Primary School, June 2016 

If you have a success story you would like to share with others in future newsletters, or simply a profile of 

yourself and your involvement with ABC, please send this through to us. 

Anti-Radicalisation School staff will have recently undertaken specialist training on this as per government 
guidance under the Prevent Strategy. As with all Child Protection matters, If you are at all concerned by 
anything a child says or does please do not involve yourself in the conversation by asking questions but 
report accurately what the child has said/done immediately to school and follow this up by reporting to 
ABC to read. All information will be treated in the strictest confidence. Detailed information on the subject 
of anti-radicalisation is available on the website http://www.preventforschools.org/?category_id=40. There 
is also a free online training course for those who wish to learn more http://course.ncalt.com/ 
Channel_General_Awareness/01/index.html Should you wish to discuss anything related to safeguarding 
please do telephone the ABC to read office or your Field Worker. 

Trustee Vacancy: 

ABC to read (Assisting Berkshire Children) are currently looking for a trustee who ideally will have lots of 

energy to carry the plans of expansion forward and to add their own great ideas. This would also be great 

for someone who has experience or an interest in the area of education and children’s development.   This 

is an opportunity for someone to work with a great board of trustees who are dedicated to the work of ABC 

to read.  On the board are head-teachers and those recently retired from business, as well as a 

Treasurer.  Specific skills in Business Development and Fundraising would be of use to the charity in order 

to develop the charity further by being able to support more children within the community. 

In the current climate every charity is struggling.  The trustees, staff and volunteers need someone to 

believe as much as they do that they should be one of the charities to continue and to grow as there are 

many more children that we do not reach.   

Although the charity covers the whole of Berkshire, the office is in Reading and the trustee meetings are in 

Reading once a term, an AGM in June, and volunteer coffee mornings each term. 

Required Skills: Business Development, Fundraising 
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While we have a professional and competent management team and staff in place, we are looking for 

Board Members that are able to provide that strategic governance, as well as a practical hands-on 

approach to enabling the charity to grow and develop. 

Perhaps you already have experience as a trustee or perhaps you have relevant skills and are looking for 

your first opportunity to join a board and be involved in leading our charity. We are looking for someone 

with experience in Fundraising at senior management or strategic level and an understanding of the 

current, challenging environment facing voluntary organisations, who can both support our Chief Officer to 

source and secure funding opportunities, as well as support the Board with experience and constructive 

guidance on the organisation’s overall funding strategy. 

·       An understanding of the challenges facing small to medium UK charities in maximising income streams 

& donor cultivation 

·       Experience of diverse fundraising practices, including statutory funds, corporate and philanthropic 

giving would be valuable 

·       Excellent networking skills, influencing and communication skills 

 
We would like to say a big welcome to our volunteers who have joined this term, we hope you have 
enjoyed your first term with us and look forward to many more! 
 
Anne-Marie Altaner, Linda Brazendale, David Churchyard, Linda Duke, Niharika Indavara Nagendra, Linda 
McCauley, Jane Michel, Carol Perry, Deborah Ransom, Susan Rosier, Helen Simmons, Carole Tidbury 
 
We would also like to congratulate the following volunteers on reaching certain length of service 
milestones over this last year: 
 
3 years service: Sandra Lamb, Hester Casey, Liz Dunne, James Muir, Jackie Lott, Anne Briggs 
5 years service: Jaspal Rihal, Patrick Davis 
7 years service: Ann Wason 
7½ years service: Judith Griffiths 
8 years service: Dorothy Newton 
11½ years service: Odette Moss 
 
We would like to wish you all a very restful and hopefully sunny summer, please remember to mention that 
you will be back after the summer term and ask whether you will be with the same teacher? At the 
beginning of the term it is a good idea to contact the school to say when you will be back and ask whether 
the children you will be having could be sorted out before then. It is probably best not to do this in the first 
week, as most teachers will need to identify the children for you to work with first. Thank you to all of you 
for your continuing support and hard work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB. The office will close on Tuesday 19th July and will re-open on Monday 5th September 
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