
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear all, 

  
 IMPORTANT -  We are still receiving post from some schools at our old address.  

Fortunately the caretaker has been dropping it into us but can you please ensure 
that your records are changed to St Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road, Reading 
RG30 2TA 
 

 We would like to thank our partner schools for continuing to contribute to our core 
work, allowing us to support some of the very many children for whom this kind of 
1:1 help would not otherwise be available. With school contributions equating to 
between £3 and £4 per child per week (based on a minimum of 30 weeks per year), 
this is still very good value for money and good evidence of your pupil premium 
spend. 
 

 Special thanks to Lynch Hill Primary school and the children that we support for 
helping us with a case study to assist the charity during their volunteer recruitment 
campaign. Below, our volunteer Liz Stockwood receiving flowers for her 7 years with 
ABC to read, welcoming our new volunteer Anne-Marie Altaner and our fieldworker 
Lindsey Livingstone with the children they support at Lynch Hill Primary. 
 

 
 

 We have carried out a survey to all of our volunteers to ensure that the experience 
with ABC to read is a positive one.  It is wonderful to hear that the majority of our 
schools welcome the volunteers and show great appreciation to the impact that they 
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are having with your children.  We really do appreciate how much pressure teachers 
are under and are often lacking in time, but it has also been recognised that some 
schools do not appreciate the volunteer and do not communicate with them, often 
not evening knowing why a volunteer is taking a child out of the classroom!  The 
volunteers give up 2 afternoons of their week to support the children and it would 
be very much appreciated by them if schools could communicate with them and 
make them feel part of your school before they decide to leave and move onto 
another school to support.  We also recommend that class teachers who have an 
ABC volunteer provide their email address to the volunteer, in order for them and 
you to be able to communicate with each other as we appreciate that teachers can 
often be too busy to talk during the school day.   
 

 It is so lovely to be appreciated by the schools that we support. Despite you all being 
busy and under pressure, some of you have taken the time to write to us. We 
welcome the "thank you" cards such as these and will be sharing them with the 
volunteers concerned! 
Birch Copse Primary School - "Just wanted to say what a fantastic scheme ABC to 
read is. We have been lucky enough to have two of your volunteers and cannot 
emphasise the difference they have made. They are fantastic with the children and 
we have seen a remarkable improvement in the children's reading ages. The 
volunteers are amazing and a credit to the charity" 
 

 You will notice that we have sent out a Pupil Survey, please ensure that you 
complete and return the survey to us in order for us to evaluate our service to 
schools and the children that are supported.  Thank you to those of you that have 
already completed the evaluation and we look forward to reporting on the results in 
the autumn term.  So far, we are pleased to read that the children we are supporting 
are clearly enjoying their sessions and are more confident with their reading.  Any 
direct feedback that you can give to our wonderful volunteers would be appreciated 
by them so that they can hear for themselves what a difference they are making. 
These are some of the comments from teachers who have the support of our 
volunteers: 

 A caring approach   

The ABC to read volunteer…“has such a caring and flexible approach 

to the children’s needs.” 

 A vital resource 

“ABC to read is a vital resource for me to utilise for the benefit of 

some targeted children.” 

 Raising self esteem 

The ABC to read volunteer…“has been amazing working with a child 

whose attitude to reading was poor and self-esteem low. I believe it 

had really made a difference for this child.” 

 Raising reading age 



“His reading age of 8 years 3 months against his chronological age of 6 

years 8 months is a testament to the volunteer’s excellent work. Thank 

you.” 

 

 I would also like to thank you for inviting your volunteer/s along to your own staff 
Safeguarding Refresher training and to remind you if you have yet to run your 
refresher training then please remember to invite your volunteer along too. 

 

 We held our AGM in June and for those of you that were not able to attend our 
minutes and accounts are available 

 

 We appreciate that some of you have been waiting a long time for one of our trained 
reading mentors and we can assure you that we are working very hard in trying to 
get them placed into schools as soon as they become available.  Thank you to those 
schools that have placed our recruitment flyers on your noticeboards or within your 
newsletters to assist us with our recruitment campaign. 

 

 We are now going through the rigorous ‘Investor in Volunteer Award’ process to 
ensure that our volunteers have a positive experience with ABC to read. 

 

 We are taking part more in community involvement and running workshops to 
parents within the community to show them how they can support their children at 
home.  If you would like us to run a workshop to your parents or to your own parent 
helpers then please contact us for further details.  We have had some fantastic 
evaluations from the workshops and would like to support you in engaging parents 
with their children’s reading. We have also been fortunate to assist 6th form colleges, 
and gifted and talented pupils within our community to also be trained by ourselves 
and mentor children within their local primary schools. 

 

 ABC to read has prepared a letter (‘disqualification letter’1) to all its active and 
trainee Volunteer Reading Mentors (‘volunteers’), advising them of their obligations 
to disclose, under the 2009 Regulations in connection with relevant childcare 
provision, if they are disqualified, either personally or ‘by association’ where they 
live in the same household as a disqualified person or in a household in which a 
disqualified person is employed.   This letter will be sent out annually to all of our 
volunteers as well as an essential part of our volunteer’s initial training. 

 

 Our volunteers will be asking the teachers whether they will be supporting the same 
children after the summer break and it would be a good idea to identify the children 
that will be requiring their support in time for their return to school. Please also 
encourage the teacher to share email/phone number with the volunteer to advise of 
any changes to the sessions. Attached to this email is a ‘Children’s Details Form’ 
which should be completed for each child who will be working with one of our 
volunteers.  

 
We wish you an enjoyable summer break and look forward to supporting you in 

September.  
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Best wishes, 
  
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer  
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The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it has been addressed.  If you received this 
message in error please return it to the originator and confirm that you have deleted all copies of it. 
ABC to read does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its 
dispatch. 
ABC to read has scanned for viruses. However it is your responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses.   
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