
Imagine if you couldn’t easily read this leaflet. Or your own 
birthday card. Or a newspaper. Effective reading is 
fundamental to our lives and yet, even in a relatively affluent
area like Berkshire, children still leave our schools unable to
read fluently. And if you cannot read comfortably you fall 
behind in just about every area. Lack of literacy skills 
contributes to a lifetime of under achievement. Even Poverty.

“ABC to read” changes children’s lives by training and 
supporting volunteers to help them develop key literacy 
skills. As a charity we rely totally on grants, donations and 
gifts to fund our activities. Naturally, we are extremely 
grateful to all of the individuals, organisations and companies
that donate money - we would just not survive without them.

However, there are two other ways that you could support 
us and, more importantly, help local children to achieve 
their potential.

You might consider including a small legacy in your will 
either as a single amount of money or a fund to provide an
annual donation across a number of years.

It is now quite common to ask for charitable donations in 
place of floral tributes at funerals. What better charity to 
choose than one that helps young children to achieve their 
reading potential.

If you, members of your family or friends would like to help 
ensure the long term prosperity and growth of “ABC to read”, 
then this is an excellent and easy way to contribute to our 
children’s future.
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“Assisting Berkshire Children to read (ABC to read)” was set 
up in 2004 to recruit, train and support community 
volunteers who provide one-to-one mentoring of primary 
school children in Berkshire schools who are struggling to 
become fluent readers.

Poor literacy is a key contributor to future lack of 
achievement, future unemployment and future poverty. 
Every year we help children to dramatically improve this 
essential life skill and recognise the simple joy of reading.

The charity’s excellent work was nationally recognised in 
2016 with the award of the “Queens Award for 
Voluntary Service” and has achieved the coveted “Investing 
in Volunteers” status.

If you would like to know more about “ABC to read”, would like
to contribute in some way or are interested in becoming a
volunteer contact:

“Assisting Berkshire Children to read”, 

St. Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road, Reading RG30 2TA
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