
ABC to read - Mid-term newsletter 
 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 

Firstly, thank you to all for attending the safe-

guarding workshop in February, which was host-

ed by RCVYS.  Please remember to keep up to 

date with your safeguarding refresher training, 

either by joining in with your school’s own train-

ing or online. 

 

BOOK EXCHANGES 
 
Please note the dates of next term’s book exchang-
es: 
 
Reading:  Monday 8th May 10-11.30am - St. 

Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Rd, 
Reading RG30 2TA (satnav RG30 
2TD) 

West Berks: Tuesday 9th May 10-11am - 
Thatcham Town Council Chamber, 
Brownsfield Rd, Thatcham RG18 3HF 

Wokingham: Wednesday 10th May 10-11.30am - 
Wokingham Library (downstairs 
room), Denmark Street, Wokingham 
RG40 2BB 

East Berks: Wednesday 10th May 10-11.30am - 
Redwood House, 9 Queen Annes 
Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ 

FUNDRAISING ASSISTANCE 

If any of you call into banks and branches such as 

Santander, Tesco, Wilkinson and Waitrose then 

please pick up a token drop application and return to 

the office for completion or please feel free to com-

plete it and nominate us as a charity to support. 

AWARD FOR ABC TRUSTEE: 
PAULINE HARPER 

 
In the 2017 Sue Ryder Southern Women of 

Achievement awards, Pauline has won the award 

of ‘Woman of Achievement in Education’. This 

award is to celebrate women who have, and con-

tinue to make, an impact in education. Congratu-

lations to Pauline, we are very lucky to have her 

support at ABC to read 

 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

All Trustee policies were reviewed and approved at 

the last Board meeting 

AGM - 15th June 10-noon  

Quintiles, 500 Brook Drive, Green Park, Reading RG2 
6UU  
 
Amongst other items there will be a presentation of 
the ‘Investing in Volunteers Award’ from NCVO, and 
we will have a speaker, James Minter, author of the 
Billy Book series. Refreshments will be available on 
arrival 



LIGHTBULB MOMENT 

“Patience & Persuasion 

One of my three pupils is a little girl called ‘M’. I’ve had her since September and she 
has been routinely sullen, uncommunicative and unwilling to read. I have tried a varie-
ty of approaches to engage her in some kind of conversation but with little success – 
one or two-word answers were the most I would get.  

Up to a week or so ago I seriously considered talking to my liaison officer to say that I didn’t think I could 
work with this child anymore, as we really weren’t going anywhere. To my surprise M came in with a 
huge smile, which really lit up her face. I included her in a board game I had brought in for all three of my 
charges to play together, in which they had to ask each other questions and move round the board to 
their home spot. M really seemed to enjoy it and although she didn’t win, she did come second (i.e. not 
last) and looked pleased. I made sure to tell her teacher. 

This week she started volunteering conversation and told me I brought in ‘really good games’ – a break-
through! It may be things have changed at home, or something else has had an influence, but I am 
thrilled that she has started to engage and I’m walking on clouds! Just goes to show, you never can tell.” 

Rosalind Luper (Moorlands School, Tilehurst) 

 

 

LEGACY 

Paying tribute to the life of a loved one by mak-
ing a donation in their memory is a positive way 
to help make their memory last and to support 
our work. 

The popularity of donations has been steadily on 
the rise since the start of the century. In 1927 
only 6% of obituaries included a request for do-
nations. Today this figure is likely nearer the 90% 
mark so to help us with our own fundraising we 
have put together a leaflet aimed at legacy and 
memorial giving. 

Gifts in wills generate more than £2 billion a year 
for good causes. 74% of us regularly give to char-
ity in our lifetimes and, when asked, 35% of peo-
ple are happy to give a small percentage of their 
will as a gift to a charity, after they have looked 
after family and friends. There is huge potential 
to increase income from legacies. Please see our 
new leaflet on our website: 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/legacy-leaflet.pdf 

 

‘OUR STORY’ 

To illustrate the way that our work changes chil-
dren's lives, we have recently produced 'John 
and Margaret's story'. This booklet shows how 
children might be feeling before they get support 
from one of our volunteers and the difference 
that we make by working with them. Please 
share this story with others to spread the word 
on what we do and how our volunteers change 
children's lives:  

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/our-story.pdf 

Our volunteers, Elaine and Liz, supporting Henley 

College media students with a social action video 

about the importance of encouraging young chil-

dren to read. 


