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HENLEY LITERARY FESTIVAL 

We are delighted to be one of the selected 

charities for the Henley Literary Festival. Each 

year, Henley Literary Festival supports a charity by 

granting pro bono sponsorship of a single event, 

during which we can promote our activities to 

attendees and organise a collection for donations 

at the close of the event. 

 

PUPIL SURVEY 
 

We will be sending our annual Pupil Survey to schools 

in June. This is a simple form schools complete in 

respect of each child who has received ABC to read 

support during the year. Results will be analysed by 

the office and we look forward to reporting on 

feedback in the autumn. 

HINT FOR YOUR SESSIONS 
 

Collecting poems! 
 
Your child can select their favourite poem to 

illustrate, using a large sheet of paper. They could 

copy out the poem, perhaps with your help. 

You could also put together a collection of your 

child’s favourite poems and rhymes in a little book. 

These can be illustrated and read time and time 

again. 

It can be fun to read a poem by passing it between 

adult and child, like reading a play. 

 

TWITTER!   

ABC to read is tweeting regularly! Please 

follow us at twitter.com/ ABC to read. It 

is an effective way to share interesting 

information and developments on 

children’s literacy. Don’t worry if you are 

not registered on Twitter; you can still 

access the information from the home 

page of our website. Do please send us 

your tips/success stories so that we can 

share them! Please also follow us on 

Facebook. 

Welcome to the new term with hopefully lots of sunny days! 

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We still have many vacancies to try and fill this 

term so if you have any friends or family who are 

looking to volunteer within their community then 

please direct them our way! 

We are aware that volunteers do like to become 

involved in other aspects of the charity. If you 

would like to assist us by becoming involved in 

organising events, networking or fundraising then 

please advise the office. 
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LONE WORKING 

As we have a duty of care to all staff, trustees and volunteers, staff members have been along to Lone Working 

workshops.  We would like to remind you that when you are out and about alone to remember: 

 Always carry a mobile phone and ensure battery is topped up 
 Ensure car is serviced and has sufficient fuel 
 Ensure designated person knows of visit and expected return time 
 Do not travel if weather is bad and advice is not to do so 
 Park in a well populated area, do not exit car if concerned and if in doubt phone third party/school and keep the 

line open 
 Do not take short cuts through unlit or quiet areas 
 Ensure you are aware of school fire plan, exits etc. & sit in an area where you can be seen or can see or hear 

others 
 Please refer to major policies and procedures on our website for further guidance and suggestions 

  

   

SHARED STORIES 

A warming comment received from one of our Wokingham volunteers: 
"I went to collect my next pupil, S, and found the class were in the playground watching their teacher do a 
practical demonstration relating to the topic they'd been learning. S waved and smiled when she saw me (reward 
enough!) so I joined her and said 'this looks fun shall we stay and watch?' S replied 'O no, I like reading, we can 
go in now'. I felt like I'd got the gold star that day!" 

Another welcoming read from one of our wonderful volunteers, Lilian: 
I started back at The Palmer Academy today. The children were really 
receptive and the teachers and staff friendly and welcoming. I now have a 
regular spot at the end of each term when I visit each of the Year 4 classes 
and read them one of my own stories. I have been writing these for years 
and it is only recently that I have had the courage to read them to the 
children who appear to enjoy them. It has now become a regular feature 
that Mrs Ducker and Mr Wylde invite me to chat to them about my work 
with the children.  At the end of each term I provide them and the Year 4 
teachers with a typed review for each child and a general overview of the 
positive and supportive attitude of the staff and senior management 
to my work with the children. I regularly "pop my head" around the 
classroom door to say "Hi" and if there is a problem or concern we need 
to discuss they always find time for me. If J. Chick is not available I can 
speak to the Deputy Head and update him if I have any worries or 
concerns.  At the Palmer Academy I feel that ABC to read is valued by the 
management and staff as a positive support to those children who need 
that all important "one to one time" to boost their Reading Skills, their Self-
Esteem and their Self- Confidence. 
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SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 

We were pleased to be able to maintain the cost for schools at £360 per volunteer this year and have done 

so for the last 7 years. Extremely good value! Many schools use some of their Pupil Premium for their ABC to 

read contribution. Please remember schools are not paying for the volunteers’ time which everyone gives so 

generously. They are paying towards the ABC to read service and the contribution covers only a portion of 

the charity’s costs; the remainder we seek from grants and donations. We know schools’ budgets are tight 

however and they do have to prove good value so if you have to miss a session please do offer an alternative 

time if possible.  Unfortunately due to the cuts within schools, some schools have opted to no longer take on 

our support but due to our own fundraising success this year, we have been able to place some volunteers 

into schools without a contribution as well as run our extended services such as Ready to read and Parent 

Helper within our communities for free in order that more children can be supported. 

Due to the continuing government pressures on school funding and the imposed growth of academies, it is 

prudent to assume that income from schools could at best remain static but likely to be reduced.  Therefore, 

the need to maintain the level of external funding for us is paramount.  Grants are the main source of external 

income and Marcia has a good process in place, however we need to pursue other prospects and given the 

higher profile of the charity, our biggest opportunities are from corporate companies.  If you have a contact 

within a corporate company or another organisation then could you please advise us at the office. 

 

AGM 

We look forward to meeting as many of you as 

possible at the AGM on 15 June. Unfortunately 

our original speaker James Minter has had to 

cancel speaking at our AGM, however we will 

have the wonderful Lindsey Blake attend.  

Lindsey is Director of LibraryLive Ltd. providing 

library consultancy to schools across Berkshire - 

setting up new libraries, managing and 

procuring stock, setting up reading groups, 

starting reading initiatives, finding new funding 

opportunities - MAKING READING FUN! 
 

Volunteers’ Christmas Coffee Morning  

7th December 10-noon 

 

With James Carter, Poet.  James will be doing a 

hybrid of performance poetry/guitar and a little 

workshop on game playing with a brief talk on his 

books and using poetry with children. 

 

 

*Please note that the office will close 

on 25th May for the half-term break 

and re-open on 5th June* 
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