
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear all, 
  
As we are very aware of the acute pressures on school budgets, we are delighted to be able to announce 
that we are able to hold the school contribution, for the seventh successive year, at just £360 per volunteer 
– which represents a real-terms reduction of some 12% over that period. 
  
This equates to only £3 a week per child and is still exceptional value, especially when we know that 
reading performance has improved in 95% of the children we work with. 
  
Many schools choose to allocate, to our volunteers, children in receipt of PPG funding. Where just one of 
the allocated children is in receipt of the disadvantaged children’s PPG grant, the ABC to read contribution 
would still leave 73% of that PPG income free for you to use in other ways, with the two other children 
effectively costing nothing; where all three of the allocated children are receiving PPG support, our 
contribution uses only 9% of the total PPG income, leaving you with over 90% to use in other ways. 
 
Please remember schools are not paying for the volunteers’ time which everyone gives so generously. They 
are paying towards the ABC to read service and the contribution covers only a portion of the charity’s 
costs; the remainder we seek from grants and donations. 
  
In spite of our success in seeking other funding to support our work in schools, we remain reliant on your 
contributions in order for us to carry on with our vital and valued mission. 
  
Meanwhile I would like to express my gratitude for your continued support and for the warm welcome you 
give to the volunteers in school. 
 
Remember that to assist with school’s budgets we are able to help you offer more support to more 
children and run other trainings. Many schools now have parents and volunteers working in their schools 
usually hearing children read in the classroom. This can be very positive but it also can be very stressful for 
the teacher and for the school especially when it comes to confidentiality and safeguarding. 
We are offering to train your own school volunteers using our trusted ABC to read model of assisting and 
encouraging children to read. 

The topics covered include: 

•   The qualities of being a good volunteer 
•   Why some children find reading difficult 
•   The importance of praise and making things fun 
•   The importance of speaking and listening skills, rhythm and rhyme, sharing stories and other pre-reading 

experiences 
•   Exploring different types of reading material 
•   Strategies for helping children 
•   Role-playing exercises – how to support children reading 
•   Reading comprehension and asking open questions 
•   Safeguarding 
•   Confidentiality 

ABC to read 
St. Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road, Reading 

RG30 2TA  

0118 9511336 

abctoread@btconnect.com 

                     www.abctoread.org.uk 

            
 School Bulletin – April 2017  

  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://winstred100.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Easter-Eggs.png&imgrefurl=http://winstred100.org/2016/03/activities-kids-easter/&docid=I-EL9Ja6xXp61M&tbnid=YyROVYhL4UpFcM:&vet=10ahUKEwj7maDX2YrTAhXIDMAKHbRzALcQMwhxKDEwMQ..i&w=700&h=478&bih=643&biw=1366&q=easter&ved=0ahUKEwj7maDX2YrTAhXIDMAKHbRzALcQMwhxKDEwMQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


•   The importance of games and a chance to try some out 
•   Ways reading is approached in schools 
•   What are ‘Phonics’ 
•   Planning reading sessions for different children 
•   Health and Safety and practical information about being in school 
 
We also run workshops to parents to show them how they can support their children at home with our 
Ready to read course.  Due to our own fundraising success we are able to offer the Ready to read course to 
our partner schools for free. 
 
We have been supporting Henley College Media students with a social action video on the importance of 
young children reading.  Many thanks to Lynch Hill Primary for partnering with us, being wonderful hosts 
and supporting the students too. 
 

 
Volunteers taking part in Safeguarding refresher training 

 
To illustrate the way that our work changes children's lives, we have recently produced 'John and 
Margaret's story', a booklet that shows how children might be feeling before they get support from one of 
our volunteers and the difference that we make by working with them. Please share this story with others 
to spread the word on what we do and how we change children's lives. 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/our-story.pdf 
 
Congratulations to our trustee Pauline Harper, for winning a Sue Ryder Southern Women of Achievers 
Award. Pauline won the Education award. This award is to celebrate women who have, and continue to 
make an impact in education. 
 

 
ABC to read volunteer reading with child 
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We will be sending our annual Pupil Survey to schools in June. This is a simple form schools complete in 
respect of each child who has received ABC to read support during the year. Results will be analysed by the 
office and we look forward to reporting on feedback in the autumn. 
 
We are delighted to be one of the selected charities for the Henley Literary Festival. Each year, Henley 
Literary Festival supports a charity by granting pro bono sponsorship of a single event, during which we can 
promote our activities to attendees and organise a collection for donations at the close of the event. 
 

 
 
As we still have many more schools that would like our support, we are in need of recruiting more 
volunteers.  Would it be possible that you are able to put a sentence into your newsletters for parents 
please. “Do you have 3 hours spare during term time? Award winning, local charity is recruiting volunteers 
to help children find the fun in reading.  Full training provided. Please enquire at 
abctoread@btconnect.com.” Thank you in advance for your help. 
 
Finally, we will be holding our AGM on 15th June from 10-noon at Quintiles in Green Park, Reading. 
Further details will be sent out nearer to the time. 
Wishing you all a lovely Easter break. 

 
Best wishes, 
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer 
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The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it has been addressed.  If you received this message in 
error please return it to the originator and confirm that you have deleted all copies of it. 
ABC to read does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its dispatch. 
ABC to read has scanned for viruses. However it is your responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses.   
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