
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR THE SUMMER AND AUTUMN TERMS 

The summer term is always a busy one in schools with lots of events and trips organised for the children.  It is always a good idea to 

ask at school, check the website and newsletter for any dates that may affect your children.  You may even like to volunteer to help 

on the trips!!  It is always a good idea to add a note to your diary at the end of term and find out when your school would like you to 

restart with them in September.  You will probably work with new children and child details forms can be requested from your 

fieldworker. 

We hope you find the Special Certificates rewarding when presenting them to your children at the end of term, if you do not have 

these then please request them from your fieldworker or the office. 

Just a reminder to please keep your DBS certificate in a safe place. Schools often ask to see our volunteers’ certificates, particularly 

when they are about to undergo OFSTED inspections and the DBS will not produce copies once a certificate is over 3 months old. 

 

 

 

 

ABC to read - July 2017 newsletter 

Some of our volunteers receiving their Long 

Service certificates: 

 

 
Marcia receiving the ‘Investing in 

Volunteers’ plaque from Patricia Kiss, NCVO

 

 

ABC to read AGM 2017 

Thank you to all of you who were able to make the AGM.  It was 

wonderful to be able to spend time celebrating our achievements 

with the Mayor of Reading and the Deputy Mayor of Thatcham, as 

well as being presented with our Investing in Volunteers Award and 

listening to our guest speaker, Lindsey Blake. Although we create our 

accounts each year we have now put together an annual report 

which is now on our website and is also available as a printed 

document.  This report gives a short summary about our activities 

and achievements throughout the year 

Unfortunately, one of patrons, Fiona MacTaggart has stepped down 

and I have copied in her email to us as it does make a lovely read!  

We, of course, have thanked her for her time and have wished her 

well. 

“I am sending you my apologies for the AGM of ABC to read.  As you 

may know I have stepped down as Member of Parliament for Slough, 

and I am therefore giving up the various responsibilities that I 

acquired through that role, so I cannot continue to be a patron 

of ABC TO READ. 

I have been very proud to be a Patron of ABC to read, enabling every 

child to read is a mission I am absolutely committed to and I am 

proud to have been in at the start of ABC to read, and to have seen its 

volunteers helping children in local schools.  As a former primary 

school teacher I am acutely aware of how valuable what the children 

I taught used always to call "the reading lady" is in the classroom. 

Wishing every "reading lady" and all the wonderful volunteers and 

staff associated with ABC to read all the best for the future.” 
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WELCOME SUMMER TERM NEW STARTERS! 

Helen booth, Evelyn Carey, Jackie Oversby, Stephen Calcott, 

Edward Pugh, James Campbell, Jacob Reeves, Sarah Russell, 

Catrin Hubbarde, Sarah Fenton, Tina Hudson, Margaret Roberts, 

Lisa Perkins, Gill Kellard, Amanda Paradine, Andrew Wallace, 

Julie Ashton, Cherry Connor, Jayne Weeden, James Batterton 

We hope you have enjoyed your first term with us. 

Congratulations to the following volunteers…you have 

supported us now for:  

1 years’ service: Linda Duke, Susan Rosier, Carole Tidbury, Linda 

Brazendale, David Churchyard, Carol Perry, Anne-Marie Altaner 

3 years’ service: Pamela Leinster, Toby Greenwood 

10 years’ service: Ann Derbyshire 

Thank you for your ongoing time and support 

VOLUNTEER SURVEY – please complete 

Please find attached a volunteer survey for you to complete. We 

want to ensure that your volunteering experience with ABC is as 

positive as can be for all involved so any feedback will be 

gratefully received. Please return this to the office by email as 

soon as possible. 

SCHOOL EVALUATIONS 

This week we sent out our annual School Evaluation to the 

schools we support. This is a simple form schools complete in 

respect of each child who has received support during the year 

from us.  Results will be analysed and we look forward to 

reporting the feedback to you in the autumn term. 

We also like to produce a newsletter for schools each term and 

share with them some of the amazing stories that we hear about 

what you are doing with the children.  If you would like to share 

a success story with us then please do so at the office or again, 

with your fieldworker. 

 
BOOK EXCHANGES – SEPTEMBER! 

WINDSOR  

18
th

 September Redwood House, 9 Queen 
Annes Road, Windsor SL4 

2BJ 

10-11.30am 

READING  

25
th

 September St. Marks Church Hall, 94 
Cranbury Road, Reading 

RG30 2TA 

10-11.30am 

THATCHAM  

26
th 

September Thatcham Town Council 
Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10-11am 

WOKINGHAM  

27th 
September 

Wokingham Library 
(downstairs room), Denmark 

Street, Wokingham RG40 
2BB 

10-11.30am 

 

AWARDS & SUPPORTERS 

We sent in many nominations for the recent Reading 

Volunteer Awards hosted by Reading Volunteer Centre during 

Volunteer’s Week.  Nick Wickens, our Volunteer Recruitment 

Manager and Trainer was recognised during this event along 

with certificates issued to Lilian Wylie, reading mentor, and 

our Trustee Sarah Browning.  These awards are a celebration 

of those in our community who volunteer their time, talents 

and skills for the benefit of Reading and showcase the diverse 

range of activities local volunteers are involved in. 

ABC to read also received a nomination for Pride of Reading. 

We were fortunate to be selected as one of the charities to 

win an Atul Pathak Community Award, Appt Corporation 

(McDonalds!).  The award ceremony was held in the Terrace 

Pavilion of the House of Commons on 21st June. 

 

Thank you to Steve and Linda Duke, West Berkshire 

volunteers for putting us forward as a charity to support and 

representing us at the Freemasons 300 year of English 

Freemasonry and collecting a wonderful donation to put 

towards our work this year. 

We are one of two charities chosen to be supported by 

Reading RAG in the academic year 2017/18 with lots of things 

to look forward to, including taking part in Welcome Week 

and events throughout the year. 

I mentioned in our last newsletter that we have also been 

selected as one the supported charities at Henley Literary 

Festival.  I am still waiting on full information about tickets 

but can confirm that we will have presence at: 

Katie Fforde & Rowan Coleman 

Wednesday 4th October, Henley Town Hall, 6.30pm - Two Sunday 

Times bestselling authors join forces as Katie comes to Henley for the 

first time with the chart-topping A Secret Garden alongside ‘Richard 

& Judy Book Club’ author Rowan Coleman, who visits again with her 

new release We Are All Made of Stars  

Joanne Harris & Samantha Shannon 

Saturday October 7, Henley Town Hall, 3.00pm - Two generations of 

novelists join forces to discuss their writing processes, their latest 

books and their experiences as women in publishing. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

We were touched to receive kind memorial-giving donations 

from the family of Paul Dieppe, our Chair, whose mother 

recently passed away at the wonderful age of 100 and spent a 

lot of her working life in schools. 

 

 

 

VACANCIES 

Due to the wonderful work that you are doing, other 

schools are requesting our scheme is placed within their 

school. If you know of anyone who would welcome the 

opportunity of volunteering with ABC to read then please 

arrange for them to make contact with us so that we can 

try and fill the vacancies for the new term.  If you are able 

to help put flyers up in your local group or parish then 

please advise the office so that we can send them out to 

you in the post or you are welcome to pop by and see us! 

Fieldworkers may approach you to record a short clip 

about your volunteering role with ABC to read.  These 

short clips will be used to help us with our recruitment 

drive.  Please do not feel that you have to accept the 

request. 

We are planning to support many more schools this year 

and recruit many more volunteers. If you have any 

contacts within schools then please do share them with us 

so that we can talk to the schools about the work we do. 

 

Thank you on behalf of the schools and the children that you are supporting…. you are making a real 

difference to the children’s ability and confidence. 

We would like to wish you all a very restful and hopefully sunny summer, please remember to mention that 

you will be back after the summer term. 

* Please note that the office will close on Wednesday 19th July and re-open on Tuesday 5th September * 
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