
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear all, 
  
Thank you to all of you who were able to make the AGM.  It was wonderful to receive our Investing in 
Volunteer Award plaque and have our volunteers presented with their long service certificates by the 
Mayor of Reading. 
 

   
NCVO presenting Marcia Rowlinson, CO with award Volunteers receiving long service certificates 
 
Although we create our accounts each year we have now put together an annual report which is on our 
website and also as a hard document.  This gives a short summary about our activities and achievements 
throughout the year.  Helping us on our journey to help as many children as we can, we continue to be 
fortunate to receive support from trusts, foundations, business’ and individuals who wholeheartedly support 
our aim for every child to reach their true potential.  We have had nominations for Pride of Reading, had a 
visit to the House of Commons where we gained recognition at the Atual Pathak Community Award as well 
as gaining support from Reading RAG for this year ahead. 
 
The summer term is always a busy one in schools with lots of events and trips organised for the children. We 
do advise our volunteers to ask schools if there is any change to dates that may affect them coming into 
school.  If you are aware that a volunteer will need to change their dates then please speak with them to 
save them a wasted trip into school.  
 
Our volunteers will be asking the teachers whether they will be supporting the same children after the 
summer break and it would be a good idea to identify the children that will be requiring their support in time 
for return to school as well as encourage the teacher to share their email/phone number with the volunteer 
to advise of any changes to the sessions. Volunteers will have Special Certificates to present to the children 
that they have been supporting at the end of term.   
 
 
It is wonderful to see and hear how our volunteers are valued within your schools; and we really appreciate 
you making them feel part of your team.  They love what they do and know that they are making a difference 
to those children that generally struggle with reading. 
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A warming comment received from one of our Wokingham volunteers: 
 

"I went to collect my next pupil, S, and found the class were in the playground watching their teacher do a 
practical demonstration relating to the topic they'd been learning. S waved and smiled when she saw me 
(reward enough!) so I joined her and said 'this looks fun shall we stay and watch?' S replied 'O no, I like 

reading, we can go in now'. I felt like I'd got the gold star that day!" 
 
Another welcoming read from one of our wonderful volunteers, Lilian: 
 

“I started back at The Palmer Academy today. The children were really receptive and the teachers and 
staff friendly and welcoming. I now have a regular spot at the end of each term when I visit each of the Year 

4 classes and read them one of my own stories. I have been writing these for years and it is only recently 
that I have had the courage to read them to the children who appear to enjoy them. It has now become a 

regular feature that I am invited to chat to them about my work with the children.  At the end of each term 
I provide them and the Year 4 teachers with a typed review for each child and a general overview of the 

positive and supportive attitude of the staff and senior management to my work with the children. I 
regularly "pop my head" around the classroom door to say "Hi" and if there is a problem or concern we 

need to discuss they always find time for me. If J is not available I can speak to DH and update him if I have 
any worries or concerns.  At the Palmer Academy I feel that ABC to read is valued by the management and 
staff as a positive support to those children who need that all-important "one to one time" to boost their 

Reading Skills their Self-Esteem and their self- confidence.“ 
 

 
(Lilian at The Palmer Academy) 

 
You will notice that we have sent out a Pupil Survey, please ensure that you complete and return the survey 
to us in order for us to evaluate our service to schools and the children that are supported.  These results are 
vital for us to be able to continue our work.  Thank you to those of you that have already completed the 
evaluation and we look forward to reporting on the results in the autumn term.  So far, we are pleased to 
read that the children we are supporting are clearly enjoying their sessions and are more confident with their 
reading.  Any direct feedback that you can give to our wonderful volunteers would be appreciated by them 
so that they can hear for themselves what a difference they are making. For your information, I have attached 
a copy of the evaluation form to this email. 
 
I would also like to thank you for inviting your volunteer along to your own staff safeguarding refresher 
training and to remind you if you have yet to run your refresher training then please remember to invite your 
volunteer along too. 
 
 



We appreciate that some of you have been waiting a long time for one of our trained reading mentors and 
we can assure you that we are working very hard in trying to get them placed into schools as soon as they 
become available.  Thank you to those schools that have placed our recruitment flyers on your noticeboards 
or within your newsletters to assist us with our recruitment campaign. 

 
We are currently on a recruitment drive and are aiming to support many more schools this year with our 
trained reading mentors.  Please share your experiences with ABC to read amongst your colleagues in other 
schools at events such as Headteacher and Governor seminars. 

 
We wish you an enjoyable summer break and look forward to supporting you in September.  

 
  

Best wishes, 
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer 
 

ABC to Read - Celebrating 10 Years 2004 - 2014 
St. Marks Church Hall 
94 Cranbury Road 
Reading 
Berkshire 
RG30 2TA  

0118 9511336 
abctoread@btconnect.com 
www.abctoread.org.uk 
Core office hours: Mon & Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm, Tues 9:15am-1:15pm - Term time only 

 

 

  
The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it has been addressed.  If you received this message in 
error please return it to the originator and confirm that you have deleted all copies of it. 
ABC to read does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its dispatch. 
ABC to read has scanned for viruses. However it is your responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses.   

 

 

mailto:abctoread@btconnect.com
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/

