
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SCHOOL EVALUATIONS 

We have been analysing the responses to our pupil survey over the summer and will be publishing the results this term. They have 

made for a wonderful read and your fieldworkers will have been in contact to advise you personally of any comments that have 

been coming through to us. In the meantime we would like to share some of the comments schools have made about their ABC to 

read volunteers. 

 

WELCOME BACK! 

We hope everyone enjoyed a good break over the summer and that you are all looking forward to resuming your sessions. Please 

remember to check with your school when you should restart if you haven’t already done so. Most volunteers start working with 

new children in September. Please ask your school to complete the Child Detail form for each child. If you have any problems getting 

the forms completed please inform your Field Worker. We are here to support you. The form can also be found at:  

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/resources/ 

DISQUALIFICATION STATEMENT 

I have included at the bottom of this newsletter a copy of the ‘Disqualification statement’ relating to the application of the Childcare 

(Disqualification) Regulations 2009 and related obligations under the Childcare Act 2006 in schools. It is important that you take the 

time to read this, you can also access it via our website: 

 http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/childcare-disqualification-regulations-2009/  

ABC TO READ POLICIES REVIEW 

This term the board will be reviewing our policies and we will be putting together a new ‘Internet use and Social Media’ policy which 

we can share with you through our website later this term. 

 

 

ABC to read - September 2017 newsletter 

"[child] lacked confidence and in September was reluctant 

to attempt to read a book as she lacked confidence. She 

now reads at level in line with year 1 and has gained 

emotionally" 

 

"His reading, comprehension and enjoyment have 

progressed greatly since starting the scheme. He is now 

putting his hand up in class to read aloud and it’s great 

to see him able to concentrate and work independently 

when given a text. He also appears to enjoy the sessions 

with the ABC to read mentor and comes back with a 

smile on his face". 

 

"Her confidence in class has grown since seeing 

Marion. She’s much more able to have a go at 

answering questions and is more independent in her 

work. It also helped her a great deal with her SATs and 

enabled her to understand more of the questions." 

 

A child has said, "I like playing with the games especially 

the letter shaking game. I really like reading with the lady 

and drawing pictures about the books we read". The 

school have said, "[child] really enjoys having the 1-1 time 

with Ros and enjoys all the 

reading/phonics/comprehension activities that she does 

with him. His attitude to reading tasks has improved and 

he is always keen to share with the class and me any work 

he had done in the session. Don't stop your support!" 

 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/resources/
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/childcare-disqualification-regulations-2009/


 

 

  

VOLUNTEER ENCOURAGEMENT! 

Linda (at Oaklands) had spent time talking with one of her 

children about how books are made and put together.  The 

child came back after the weekend and presented her with 

this book that he had written for her - it's what makes 

volunteering for ABC to read so special! 

 

 

XMAS COFFEE MORNING 

Invites for the Christmas coffee morning will be sent out later 

this term but please put the date in your diaries; 7
th

 December 

10-noon. It will be held at the Hilton Hotel, Reading with speaker 

James Carter, critically-acclaimed children’s poet and writer-in-

schools.  

Fieldworkers will be in contact to advise you of their meet-ups 

throughout the term.  These events provide an opportunity to 

share volunteering experiences in an informal environment and 

often in pleasant surroundings for you to go along and purchase 

a drink and to meet volunteers within your area. 

 

ABC to read working with the National Citizen Service (NCS); a chance for 15 to 17 

years-old to embark on exhilarating challenges, make their mark and build skills 

for work and life. 

We assisted with ‘NCS The Challenge’ over the summer and one 

of the objectives for the young people was to have ownership 

and be creative.  They have created some little gift packages for 

you, which they will present at our Christmas Coffee Morning. 

BOOK EXCHANGES – SEPTEMBER! 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our book 

exchanges this term – please see the dates below. Volunteers are 

welcome to attend any of the venues; drop in any time during 

the sessions (or stay for the whole time!) and enjoy refreshments 

whilst browsing our books and chatting with other volunteers. 

WINDSOR  

18
th

 
September 

Redwood House, 9 Queen 
Annes Road, Windsor SL4 

2BJ 

10-11.30am 

READING  

25
th

 
September 

St. Marks Church Hall, 94 
Cranbury Road, Reading 

RG30 2TA 

10-11.30am 

THATCHAM  

26
th 

September Thatcham Town Council 
Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10-11am 

WOKINGHAM  

27th 
September 

Wokingham Library 
(downstairs room), Denmark 

Street, Wokingham RG40 
2BB 

10-11.30am 

 

EVENTS 

Thank you to all of you that have helped out at our recent 

events, these events are not only helping us raise our 

profile within the community but also more importantly 

attracting more volunteers to fill the many vacancies that 

we have.  Unfortunately we had quite a few leavers last 

term and have many children waiting for our support, so if 

you do know of any friends or family that would like to join 

us then please direct them our way! 

If anyone is free to attend Dinton Pastures on 17th 

September 9.30am -3pm, we have gained sponsorship from 

a local company, Wipro Technologies, who have organised 

a family fun run with funds raised coming to ABC to 

read.  The day sounds like a lot of fun and it would be 

wonderful if volunteers were there to answer any questions 

that participants may have about the charity or to thank 

participants for taking part. You will just need to make 

yourself known at the registration tent! 

We do plan to run another workshop for our volunteers 

next term and will keep you informed as to the content and 

date! 

 

Volunteers at Whitfest event sharing the love of reading! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

As early as it sounds, the Christmas season will soon be upon us! 

As usual we have some ABC to read Christmas cards available for 

you to buy.  

They come in 2 designs (please see below) and have our charity 

name printed inside. The message reads ‘With Best Wishes for 

Christmas and the New Year.’ They cost £4.50 for a pack of 10. 

If you would like to order some please let me know, specifying 

either ‘Tree of Books’ or 'Mistletoe'. Please also let me know 

when it is convenient for you to collect them. 

 

      

Thank you all once again for your time and support, we hope you enjoy a good start to the Autumn term!   

Please note that the office will close on Friday 20th October and re-open on Monday 30th October 

*Please see Disqualification statement on page below 

RESOURCES 

We still have some money left to buy books and games to 

inspire children so please do pass on any requests to us. 

Games are an important part of every session and good 

quality ones are expensive to buy. If you have any games 

you are no longer using please pass them to your Field 

Worker or bring them to book exchanges, coffee mornings 

etc. If you find pieces missing in games you can contact the 

manufacturer and usually they will send the missing piece 

direct to you. 

If you would like some extra ideas and tips on helping the 

children you are working with, you might like to have a look 

at the National Literacy Trust’s website: 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ It has reading lists, tips 

from authors and so on, all broken down by age group. 

WELCOME AUTUMN TERM NEW STARTERS! 

Janina Spencer, Ruchita Srivastava, Kerry Sutton, Lynne 

Simmonds, Veronika Lautbecher 

Congratulations to the following volunteers…you have 

supported us now for 3 years: 

Anthony Finn, Jacqueline Trood, Lilian Wylie, Anne Hart, 

Jean Sinclair, Martin Wills, Jo Jelowitz, Anne Atkinson 

 

 

 



ABC to read 
St Mark’s Church Hall 

94 Cranbury Road 

READING RG30 2TA 
 Telephone: (0118) 951 1336 

Website:    www.abctoread.org.uk 
 

 

Dear ABC to read Volunteer, 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION THAT MAY REQUIRE A RESPONSE FROM YOU – 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 

We are contacting you as a result of recent statutory guidance from the Department for Education on the 

application of the Childcare (Disqualification) Regulations 2009 and related obligations under the 

Childcare Act 2006 in schools. 

ABC to read has an obligation to ask you to consider whether you may be disqualified from working or 

volunteering with children and, if you are, to tell us about it straight away. We realise that all our 

volunteers hold a current DBS Enhanced Disclosure with Barring Checks but that does not completely cover 

all the legal requirements and we must be in a position to reassure schools and local authorities that we 

have made all the necessary checks. 

Essentially, you have a legal obligation to tell us if you are disqualified from working with children or if 

anyone, who lives or is employed in your household, is disqualified. (This applies not only to family 

members but to others, such as lodgers, flatmates, employees, etc.) If you discover that you are, or are 

likely to be, disqualified – either personally or by association with others, you must advise ABC to read of 

this immediately. Not to do so may constitute a criminal offence. 

However, if you and everyone in the house in which you live are not, to the best of your knowledge, the 

subject of any such disqualification – and especially if you and those with whom you live have never had 

any criminal conviction, caution or warning – you do not need to take any action in response to this 

letter. 

If, however, you yourself or someone who lives in your household, is, or might be, the subject of 

disqualification, you must contact one of the representatives of ABC to read, listed below, without delay. 

You do not need to provide us with details about any protected cautions or protected convictions and you 

are not required to disclose the spent cautions or convictions of a person who lives or is employed in your 

household. 

Your communications with us will be accorded due confidentiality but, depending on what you tell us, we 

may need to liaise, in confidence, with the designated person for safeguarding and/or the Headteacher of 

the school, in which you volunteer; appropriate officer(s) of the relevant local authority; and Ofsted. It is 

also possible that you might be suspended from going into school until necessary enquiries have been 

concluded. 

Not everyone who needs to contact us would be prevented from working with children and there is an 

opportunity to apply to Ofsted for a waiver from disqualification in some cases. 

An excerpt from the statutory guidance is appended on page 2, setting out the disqualification criteria. 

In the meantime, if you need to speak to ABC to read about any of the above, please contact: 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414345/disqual_stat-guidance_Feb_15__3_.pdf


 Marcia Rowlinson, Chief Operating & Development Officer – Tel: 07847 566005 

 Mike Edwards, Lead Trustee for Safeguarding –  
Tel: 07958 557587 / e-mail: mje.abc2r@btinternet.com 

In order to meet our obligations, ABC to read will re-issue this letter (suitably updated if changes to 

regulations occur) annually in September and to all new applicants. 

Some schools are handing all their staff and volunteers forms, asking them to sign a declaration about 

whether or not they or household members are disqualified from working with children. If you receive one 

of these, we advise you to complete and return it. 

We apologise if this causes you any concern but we hope you understand that we have to comply with 

current safeguarding requirements. For the overwhelming majority, if not all, of our volunteers, the 

appropriate response will be ‘no further action’. However, if you are at all worried or confused by this 

letter and would like some clarification, please do not hesitate to call Mike Edwards (details above) and he 

will make every effort to help you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Dieppe 

Chair 

 

Disqualification criteria  
The criteria for disqualification under the 2006 Act and 2009 Regulations include those set out in the 
list below: 
  
a. inclusion on the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Children’s Barred List,  

b. being found to have committed certain violent and sexual criminal offences against children and 
adults which are referred to in regulation 4 and Schedules 2 and 3 of the 2009 Regulations (note that 
regulation 4 also refers to offences that are listed in other pieces of legislation);  

c. certain orders made in relation to the care of children which are referred to in regulation 4 and 
listed at Schedule 1 of the 2009 Regulations;  

d. refusal or cancellation of registration relating to childcare,1
 or children’s homes, or being prohibited 

from private fostering2, as specified in Schedule 1 of the 2009 Regulations;  

e. living in the same household where another person who is disqualified lives or is employed 
(disqualification ‘by association’) as specified in regulation 9 of the 2009 Regulations;  

f. being found to have committed an offence overseas which would constitute an offence regarding 
disqualification under the 2009 Regulations if it had been done in any part of the United Kingdom.  
 
1
 Except if the refusal or cancellation of registration is in respect of registration with a child minder agency or the sole reason for 

refusal or cancellation is failure to pay a prescribed fee under the 2006 Act (Regulation 4(1) of the 2009 Regulations).  
2 

Pursuant to legislation references in paragraph 17 of Schedule 1 to the 2009 Regulations.   

 

mailto:mje.abc2r@btinternet.com

