
                                        
 
Dear all, 
  
By now, you should all have received the wonderful pupil survey results that we have evaluated for 
the year and thank you to those of you that returned the surveys; here are just a few of the lovely 
comments received during the evaluation process.  
  
  Her confidence has grown since having a volunteer.  It has also helped her a great deal with 

her SATs and enabled her to understand more of the questions. 
  The child used to find reading a chore but she now reads with great enjoyment.   
  Her ability and fluency has shown great improvement.    
  When it is time to read with my volunteer I feel very happy and almost skip there.  It’s fun and 

she is very kind.   
  Having an ABC volunteer has been a massive contributor to the child’s success.  Her attitude 

towards reading was always quite negative but the volunteer has exposed her to a breadth 
of texts that have been age appropriate.   

  His reading, comprehension and enjoyment have progressed greatly since having a 
volunteer.  He is now putting up his hand in class to speak aloud and it’s great to see him 
able to concentrate and work independently when given a text.   

  The child’s fluency has improved since starting his sessions and he has moved up two book 
bands.  He loves books and has even joined the local library. 

  I love reading with my volunteer because he is so much fun.  We play lots of games and he 
reads to me as well.  We love reading the jokes together! 

  
** Don't forget that we also run workshops for parents within your schools to show them how they 
can confidently support their children at home with reading as well as workshops to your own 
army of parent helpers similar to that of our own reading mentors which also includes 
safeguarding training.  We have received funding to assist those schools that are struggling with 
their own budgets this year so please enquire about our extended services to 
abctoread@btconnect.com** 
  
The board have reviewed and approved all of the volunteer policies and procedures along with the 
staff policies and procedures.  No changes have been made to the policies however if you would like 
to read any of our major policies then they are available on our website. 
  
We are delighted to say that we have been shortlisted as Charity of the Year for the James Cowper 
Thames Valley Business Awards. 
  
As we are now well into another school year I would just like to remind you about getting the most 
out of your volunteer. A common difficulty volunteers often report to us is lack of contact with the 
class teachers. We all know how busy schools are so here are some tips to help improve this: 
  Please try if possible to speak to the volunteer either side of the ABC to read session. 
  Please treat the volunteer as part of your school team and advise them when they are not 

required in school especially if other activities are taking place or the school has an inset day. 

mailto:abctoread@btconnect.com**


  Please share your email address with the volunteer 
  We always advise volunteers to be proactive and advise teachers what children have been 

enjoying in their ABC to read sessions.  We suggest volunteers send a brief summary at the 
end of each term to the teacher, which should also encourage feedback.   

If you have any difficulties then please advise your fieldworker who is there to help. 
 

 
Royal Borough Voluntary Sector Awards Ceremony 2017, with ABC to read volunteers, June Smither 

(left) and Ann Wason (centre) with Lindsey Livingstone, ABC to read RBWM fieldworker, being 
recognised for their commitment to helping the local RBWM community 

 

 
Volunteers at a story event in Ikea, Reading 
 
As always, we would like to thank you for your ongoing support of our charity and for helping so 
many children find the fun in reading!  
We wish you all a wonderful and restful Christmas holiday!  

  
Best wishes, 
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer 
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