
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Happy New Year to you all! Welcome back to the new term. We hope you 

have all had a good Christmas and New Year holiday. 

WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 

Jane Harvey, Purnema Patel Millie Lenton, 

Yasmeen Siddiqui, Sheena Davis, Juliet Carlisle 

Date, Keeley Marlow, Anita Obianwu, Daphne 

Perridge 

We hope you enjoy your first term with us. 

Congratulations to the following 

volunteers…you have supported us now for:  

1 years’ service: Stephen Duke, Eleonora Gilbert, 

Eileen Stevenson, Claire Gibbs, Brenda Fletcher, 

Jane Ellison, Helen Booth, Evelyn Carey, Colin 

Campbell 

3 years’ service: Susan Fuhr, Heidi Admans, 

Jackie Willson  

7 years’ service: Paddy Davis  

Thank you for your ongoing time and support 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

It was wonderful to see so many volunteers at our Christmas Coffee 

Morning. Thank you to our speaker @jamescarterpoet who inspired us 

with his poems and even got us writing poems of our own (and doing the 

actions!)  It was such a shame to hear that some of you were not able to 

find car parking spaces in order to be able to get into the hotel.  It was very 

unusual for the hotel to be so busy on a Thursday morning in early 

December and I have fed back our findings to the hotel so please accept 

our apologies if the parking caused you any issues. 

Following on from James’ performance he also offered to become one of 

our patrons which I have glady accepted!  

JAMES CARTER is an award-winning children’s poet and non-

fiction/educational writer. He is the author of over 15 popular and best-

selling poetry titles. James travels all over the UK and abroad with his 

guitar (that’s Keith) and melodica (that’s Steve) to give very lively 

poetry/music performances and workshops. He is a former lecturer in 

Creative Writing/Children’s Literature at Reading University. In the last 15 

years he has visited over 1000 Primary schools and performed at various 

prestigious literary festivals including Cheltenham, Hay and 

Edinburgh.  www.jamescarterpoet.co.uk 

FEBRUARY WORKSHOP – INVITE ATTACHED! 

We look forward to seeing those of you that are able to make our 

volunteer workshop in February.  Please see attached invite. Please reply 

to the invitation as soon as possible in order for us to be able to consider 

parking and refreshments. 

We have many more vacancies to fill this year so please share our 

volunteering opportunity amongst friends, family and groups that you 

attend.  

 

 

 

SUPPORT DURING 2017 

Over the past year, ABC to read has provided and 

supported over 19,000 hours for the children of 

Berkshire through volunteering.  The reduction of 

central government grants on local authority 

budgets potentially puts young people at risk.  

We have also built up our reserves which enables 

the charity to continue as a going concern and 

currently represents 12 months of expenditure 

(note: a good practice guideline from the Charity 

Commission suggests 12 months reserves). Our 

aim is to maintain our resources at the highest 

level in order to retain our ability to provide 

support for the children of the county.  We are 

however continually looking for new donations, 

legacies and sources of funding to enable this 

important work to continue but more 

importantly we are still looking for many new 

volunteers to join us. So again, please shout 

about the wonderful work that you are doing! 

 

ABC to read - Spring newsletter 

http://www.jamescarterpoet.co.uk/


 SUMMER EVENT 

We have been selected as a charity to support by Friends of Harris Gardens. This is an opportunity to put on an event at 

the Harris Garden Open Day on 12th August, noon – 6pm, open to public 2pm-530pm.  Due to the efforts in putting on 

such an event and having a very small team who are generally away on holiday over the school summer break, we have 

decided to offer this opportunity and run it with Mencap Reading (Mencap is a local charity for people with a learning 

disability and their families and have a staffed events and fundraising team). We have arranged for one of our own reading 

mentors, Paul Massey, to lead the event as I will actually be away on holiday, and once I have met with Mencap later in the 

New Year, I will then know what tasks we are going to split and what we will be putting on.  At this stage, I am looking for 

people to sit at the entrance and on our ABC to read stand or generally just help set up and clear away.  Is anyone likely to 

be free so that I can start getting an idea as to how much manpower we will have?  The Harris Garden at Reading 

University was once the home paddock of ‘The Wilderness’, a Victorian house that was built in the remains of a famous 

landscaped garden created at White Knights by George, Marquis of Blandford (later 5th Duke of Marlborough) between 

1798 and 1819. A small botanic garden, which covers approximately 5 hectares, was established in the 1970’s and 

extended over the coming years as a teaching resource in the 1980’s and 1990’s. In 2010 the responsibility for the garden 

transferred to the University’s Facilities Management Directorate (FMD). The garden is open to all with recreation and 

conservation being its primary function. 

 

 

Our volunteer, Cherry, in action over at Lynch Hill Primary 

 

 

Please note that the office will close on Friday 9th February for the Half-term break and will re-

open on Monday 19th February 

*If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

 

 

 

Thank you to our wonderful reading mentors, Jane, 

Susan and Steve for reading stories to children in 

Ikea, to assist them with a “let’s play for change 

campaign". It is a campaign to encourage adults 

and children to play in the every-day and we had 

presence there to show the importance of reading. 
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