
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We hope you have all had a lovely half term.  It won’t be long before we break 

up again for Easter! 

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

“According to new research conducted by the 

National Literacy Trust, 1 in 8 disadvantaged 

children in the UK do not own a single book.” For 

this reason we are still looking to recruit more 

volunteers.  

Volunteers are our best advocates so please talk 

about your work to friends, family and 

colleagues. Why not bring someone interested to 

a coffee morning – we are always happy to have 

a no obligation chat! 

Perhaps you could help us advertise – we can 

provide posters and leaflets for you to display. 

We can provide articles for inclusion in local 

publications. We can give talks and presentations 

to groups. 

 

XEROX EMPLOYEES 

It would be useful to know if anyone involved 

with ABC to read is a Xerox employee as if so, it 

might add impetus to a grant application!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER RESOURCES 

Due to a shortage of our games resources, could I 

please ask you to ensure that you return any 

games that you are no longer using or that are 

possibly stored in our boxes in schools.  They can 

be returned at our book exchanges which are 

held in 4 areas each term or to the volunteer 

coffee mornings, again held in 4 areas each term 

so that other volunteers are able to benefit from 

using them. Thank you. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 

Yes, I know it seems very early to even be thinking about Christmas but 

due to presenting to winning children at the end of academic year and 

arrange printing in time for Christmas sales, then it is  time to starting 

thinking about the entries! Please see attached flyer! Please note the dates 

and we look forward to seeing all of the entries coming into the office.  The 

schools have been notified by us of the competition and that our reading 

mentors will be encouraging children to take part during their sessions. 

CHOIR PERFORMANCE – 21ST MARCH 

Thank you to our volunteer, Daphne Perridge, for selecting us a charity to 

support.  Daphne sings in a choir and they will be putting on a concert on 

21st March at St Lukes Church in Theale. Please see attached flyer for 

details. 

READING MARATHON SUPPORT 

We have been lucky to be selected as a charity to support by a lady running 

the Reading Half Marathon for us.  Please help Fi reach her goal by clicking 

on the link or sending her a message of support: 

https://localgiving.org/fundraising/fihdreadinghalf/   

READING UNIVERSITY SUPPORT 

We have also gained support from some wonderful students at Reading 

University.  They are taking part in a Jailbreak event with the aim of getting 

as far away from Reading as possible without spending any money!  Any 

funds raised will come to ABC to read.   

 

(Above) Thank you to those of you that represented ABC to read at the 

recent Biz Exp in Reading 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE CREATIVE SKILLS TO HELP US? 

Do we have a volunteer that would like to get 

creative?!  We have a table top exhibition stand 

that we use for recruitment and networking 

events and it could really do with a tidy up and 

made to look more appealing? (something that I 

keep meaning to do but just have not got around 

to finding the time for it!) If you would like to 

have a look at it and use your creativity then 

please contact Marcia! 
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ENGAGING WITH THE CHILDREN YOU SUPPORT 

Engaging reluctant readers with books and activities is often easier said than done. Here are some of the great websites that 

reading mentors use for inspiration when planning their reading sessions. Activities, games and puzzles: 

 All Kids Network - Resources for parents, teachers and anyone who works with children. They’ve got thousands of fun kids 

activities like kid crafts, worksheets, colour pages, printable mazes, dot to dot, hidden pictures and more. 

 Activity Village - Thousands of colouring pages, kids crafts, educational resources, puzzles, pintables of all sorts, worksheets, 
Sudoku for kids and lots more fun activities for kids. 

 BBC Bitesize - Provides a full range of excellent resources covering every subject in the national curriculum, from early years to 
secondary education. Their excellent multi-media and printable resources are great for engaging reluctant and struggling 
learners. 

 Frankie’s Magic Football - Following on from his series of children’s books, Frank Lampard has created a range of fun resources 
for download and print. 

 Kids Puzzles and Games - A selection of original, hand drawn colouring sheets, puzzles, and activities to help you keep your 
children entertained. These are all free to download for you to print and share, and are perfect for parents, teachers and 
carers of children. 

 The Kidz Page - Hundreds of free kids games, puzzles, activities, colouring pages, clip art and more for children, families, 
parents and teachers. 

 PuzzleChoice - The home of online and printable puzzles and games. 

 Roald Dahl - The official home of Roald Dahl has free downloads of quizzes and activities based on some of the most beloved 
children’s books of all time – making it a perfect way of engaging with a child who loves the works of Roald Dahl. 

 The Teacher's Corner - This site enables you to create your own free crossword 

 World Book Day - They’ve got a whole range of resources including lesson plans, activity sheets, discussion sheets, discussion 
guides and more, covering nursery, primary and secondary year groups. 

GAMES RESOURCES 

Due to a shortage of our games resources, could I please ask you to ensure that you return any games that you are no longer using 

or that are possibly stored in our boxes in schools. They can be returned at our book exchanges which are held in 4 areas each term 

or to the volunteer coffee mornings, again held in 4 areas each term so that other volunteers are able to benefit from using them. 

 

 
DATA PROTECTION – NEW GDPR 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (Regulation (EU) 2016/679) is a regulation by which the European Parliament, the 

Council of the European Union and the European Commission intend to strengthen and unify data protection for all individuals 

within the European Union (EU). ABC to read have ensured that our policies and procedures are in line with what is expected by 28 

May 2018 and all of our relevant policies and procedures have been reviewed. I would like to remind you that we are all 

responsible for data protection and confidentiality so please refresh yourselves by taking a look at the policies on our website as 

well as the volunteering code of conduct. Below is a reminder for those of you that make notes on the children that you support.   

3.1 All information about individual children is private and should only be shared with the child’s teacher, the Head teacher CODO 
or trustees; in the case of volunteers the child’s teacher, the Head teacher and your fieldworker 
3.2 All children have a right to the same level of confidentiality irrespective of gender, race, religion, medical concerns and special 
educational needs. 
3.3 Photographs of children should not be taken without the express permission of the school or parents/carers. If such permission 
is given at no time should the child’s name be used with a photograph so that they can be identified. 
3.4 All Staff and volunteers are expected to adhere to the principle that all or anything they are told, see or are given about a child 
remains confidential outside ABC to read and should not be discussed with anyone not directly involved, especially where that issue 
relates to individual children. 
3.5 In cases where there are concerns relating to abuse or neglect of children ABC to read’s child protection policy will apply. 
Schools may question you about data whilst they are going through the same process that all organisations should be going through 

to meet the above regulations so for your information, ABC to read do not hold any children’s personal information. If you have any 

concerns then please contact your fieldworker or abctoread@btconnect.com 

Any information that you do hold on the children that you are supporting, can you please ensure that your notes are destroyed 

after you have finished with them and that any details which are kept  will not enable someone to be able to trace a child. 

 

https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.frankiesmagicfootball.co.uk/activity.php
http://www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk/
http://www.thekidzpage.com/
http://www.puzzlechoice.com/pc/Puzzle_Choicex.html
http://www.roalddahl.com/
https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/crossword/
http://www.worldbookday.com/resources/


  
FRIENDS OF HARRIS GARDEN EVENT – 12

TH
 AUGUST 

I mentioned in our last newsletter that we have been selected as a charity to support by Friends of Harris Gardens. This is an 

opportunity to put on an event at the Harris Garden Open Day 12 August noon – 6pm, open to public 2pm-530pm.  Due to the 

efforts in putting on such an event and having a very small team who are generally away on holiday over the school summer 

break, we have decided to offer this opportunity and run it with Mencap Reading (Mencap is a local charity for people with a 

learning disability and their families and have a staffed events and fundraising team). We have arranged for one of our own 

reading mentors, Paul Massey, to lead the event as I will actually be away on holiday, and once I have met with Mencap later in 

the term, I will then know what tasks we are going to split and what we will be putting on.  At this stage, I am looking for people to 

sit at the entrance and on our ABC to read stand or generally just help set up and clear away.  Is anyone likely to be free so that I 

can start getting an idea as to how much manpower we will have.  If you are also looking to reduce down your own library of 

books and games then we will gladly take them from you to either sell at the event or give them away to others less fortunate 

than ourselves.  The Harris Garden at Reading University was once the home paddock of ‘The Wilderness’, a Victorian house that 

was built in the remains of a famous landscape garden created at White Knights by George, Marquis of Blandford (later 5th Duke 

of Marlborough) between 1798 and 1819. A small botanic garden, which covers approximately 5 hectares, was established in the 

1970’s and extended over the coming years as a teaching resource in the 1980’s and 1990’s. In 2010 the responsibility for the  

garden transferred to the University’s Facilities Management Directorate (FMD). The garden is open to all with recreation and 

conservation being its primary function. 

 

WORKSHOP 

Thank you to all of you who were able to make the workshop last week.  It was wonderful to see so many of you.  We had some 

wonderful feedback which we appreciate and we hope you all were able to take something useful away from the day to help you 

with your sessions.  Thank you to those of you that took the time to contact us and advise us on how well you thought the session 

went. 

I also received some feedback about the lack of choice in refreshments and can only apologise if not all of your dietary needs were 

met.  The refreshments were laid on by the kind staff at Quintiles and were also complimentary to us, so I was not in a position to 

be able to send requests in.  I am aware that we also ran out of coffee towards the end of the session but the numbers were given 

based on the RSVPs that we had received in time for the orders to be placed. This also gave time for staff to be able to arrange 

parking and the relevant ID passes.  I will, however, be considering all of the feedback that we have received and am glad to say 

that the majority enjoyed the morning so thank you for all coming along and joining us. 

  

 

 



 

*If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

 

AGM 

The date for the ABC to read AGM will be confirmed soon but we are still waiting for confirmation of the room booking and aim to 

hold it on 21
st

  June 1030-noon as an open general meeting. It is likely to be held at Quintiles again. 

OFFICE CLOSURE – EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Please note that the office will close on Wednesday 28th March for the Easter holiday and will re-open on 

Tuesday 17th April 
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