
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We hope you all have a wonderful and restful Easter holiday and look forward to your return next 
term. Due to a recent newsletter there is not too much to write this time around! 

 ABC TO READ VIDEO 

For those of you that were not able to make our workshop in 
February, you may not have yet seen our new video giving the 
charity a more emotive feel to our work. It is on our Facebook 
page and will shortly be available to view on our website. 
www.abctoread.org.uk  

YOUR LOCAL PUBLICATIONS & NEWSLETTERS – PLEASE TELL 

US! 

In order to help us with our recruitment campaign for new 
volunteers, could you please advise us of any 
publications/newsletters that come through your letterbox so 
that we can write an article or post an advert about the 
reading mentor volunteering opportunity. We do have a large 
database for the local newspapers but it is hard to keep track 
of all the local newsletters and publications Berkshire wide; 
your help with your local knowledge is greatly appreciated. If 
you do belong to any group that has a notice board then your 
help in putting a flyer up will be a great use to us in order to 
fill the many vacancies we have across the county.  

IBIS HOTEL SPECIAL RATES 

Please find attached a flyer with details of a special agreed 
rate for ABC to read supporters. Full details are included on 
the flyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC to read – March ‘18 

newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

AGM Please note the change of date! 28th June 1030-noon with 
speaker Cas Lester. Cas is an author who worked in children's 
television dramas with CBBC. She developed and executive 
produced programs including Jackanory, Muddle Earth, The 
Magician of Samarkand, Big Kids, and The Story of Tracy Beaker. 
Invites will be sent out soon but please save the date  

BOOK EXCHANGES – SUMMER TERM 

READING  

23
rd

 April St. Marks Church Hall, 94 
Cranbury Road, Reading RG30 

2TA 

10-11.30am 

THATCHAM  

24
th

 April Thatcham Town Council 
Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10-11.30am 

WOKINGHAM  

25
th

 April Wokingham Library 
(downstairs room), Denmark 
Street, Wokingham RG40 2BB 

10-11.30am 

WINDSOR  

25
th

 April Redwood House, 9 Queen 
Annes Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ 

10.30-12pm 

XMAS CARD COMPETITION We hope you have all received the 
Christmas Card competition flyer and we look forward to receiving 
the entries in the post. Please see attached as a reminder, closing 
date 25

th
 June 2018 

 

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS IN SCHOOL 

During the snowy weather, we had a few calls from those schools 
that were kind enough to advise us that they were closing for the 
day, so that we were able to advise you prior to you leaving home. 
Schools are given your contact details during your introductory 
visits with them. These details should be held in the school office 
so we hope that schools were able to contact you directly to save 
you a wasted journey. Could we please ask you to check with your 
school office that they do have your details in order for them to be 
able to contact you directly as the office at St Marks Church Hall is 
not always manned which does mean that we are not always able 
to pick up any last minute phone calls. We will also be reminding 
schools that their school office should have your details, in case for 
any reason they were not passed on to them after your 
introductory visits! Despite this, we hope you all remained safe 
and were able to participate in the fun that the snow brings! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Despite the bad 
weather and the school 
being closed - Jackie 
Willson aka Harry 
Potter, reading mentor 
at Thatcham Park 
Primary embracing 
World Book Day! 

 



 

TIPS FOR YOUR SESSIONS: 

Ensuring a child experiences success in the context of reading is always about you, the reading mentor, working hard to select 

materials that are at, or just slightly beyond, the level the child feels they will be able to deal with. 

A story from one reading mentor, given at the recent workshop illustrates the principle best.  The reading mentor and the child 

had spent a number of sessions reading different parts of a Horrid Henry Annual.  They had started by looking at things like the 

word search, then moved on to doing the quizzes, and then reading the comic strip together.  At a particular session, they turned 

the page to the crossword and the child said “crosswords are really hard, aren’t they?” The reading mentor said “yes, they are 

hard, why don't we see if we can do it together?” As the reading mentor had suspected, the child knew all the answers and was 

able to fill the whole crossword in successfully.  When they’d finished, the reading mentor asked the child what he’d do if he came 

across a crossword in future, he told her he’d give it a go. 

The key is the reading mentor’s judgement in knowing that it was the child’s perception that was getting in the way and not the 

child’s ability.  Achieving something we feel at the outset is within our scope, feels good, achieving something “on our own”  that 

we thought was beyond our scope feels wonderful! 

As you get to know the children better through the weeks, your “antennae” for what the child will and won’t ”manage” (as well as 

will or won’t like) will get stronger and stronger. 

 

Following on from the recent sad loss of Professor Stephen Hawking, we would like to share some of his words with you which you 
may like to share with the children you are supporting: 
  
“Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to make sense of what you see and wonder about what makes 
the universe exist. Be curious. And however difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed at. It matters 
that you don’t just give up.” 

OFFICE CLOSURE – EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Please note that the office will close on Tuesday 27
th

 March for the Easter holiday and will re-open on Tuesday 17
th

 April 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING DAY – HARRIS GARDENS 

We are now well under way with the organisation of The Charity Open 
day at Harris Gardens and thank you to those of you who have come 
forward to assist on the day.  The gardens are a wonderful place to visit 
so please come along and support us.  They are within the grounds of 
Reading University. There will be some wonderful stalls to browse 
around.  ABC to read will be selling books and games as well as 
handmade cards.  If you are having a spring clean and a clear out of 
books and games then we will happily take them from you to sell at our 
stall.  Please bring any donations to your next volunteer coffee 
morning, or to the AGM so that we can prepare for the event before 
the end of term.  If you are free to assist on 12th August, then please 
advise us in the office abctoread@btconnect.com.  If you also know of 
anyone that would like a stall at the event selling or entertaining, again 
please advise Marcia in the office.  

 

mailto:abctoread@btconnect.com

