
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Volunteers, we would like to thank you for all of your kind help, efforts and 

time that you have given to ABC over the last year - Happy Volunteers’ week! 

From all at ABC to read  

 

 

ABC to read – June ‘18 newsletter 

IMPORTANT DATES 

AGM reminder – 28th June 1030-noon with Cas Lester as a 

speaker.  It is vital that you rsvp to the invite along with details of 

your car registration, which was sent out to you at the start of this 

term, so that we can cater for refreshments and ensure car parking 

is available. 

BOOK EXCHANGES – AUTUMN TERM 

READING  

17
th

 
September 

St. Marks Church Hall, 94 
Cranbury Road, Reading RG30 

2TA 

10-11.30am 

THATCHAM  

18
th

 
September 

Thatcham Town Council 
Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10-11.30am 

WOKINGHAM  

19
th

 
September 

Wokingham Library 
(downstairs room), Denmark 
Street, Wokingham RG40 2BB 

10-11.30am 

WINDSOR  

20
th

 
September 

Redwood House, 9 Queen 
Annes Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ 

10.30-12pm 

* We do hold 4 book exchanges each term for you to be able to 

update your supply of books, however, please feel free to pop into 

the office if you are in desperate need to change some books or 

advise your fieldworker who can bring a supply of books with them 

to your coffee mornings.  We do hold all of our resources in our 

office in Reading so please give your fieldworker notice so that 

they are able to arrange to come into the office in time before 

meeting you. 

Volunteer’s Christmas coffee morning is going to be held on 7th 

December 10-noon with Korky Paul.  The man who decided what 

Winnie the Witch looks like lifts the lid on some of the techniques 

he uses to create his amazing books. It's quite an eye opener!  

Again please RSVP to the invite, which will be sent out later in the 

year. 

 

 
SCHOOL EVALUATIONS  

This term we have sent out Evaluation forms to the schools we have supported during the last academic year. This is a simple form 

schools complete in respect of each child who has received support from our ABC to read volunteers. Results will be analysed and we 

look forward to reporting the feedback to you in the autumn term. We also like to produce a newsletter for schools each term and 

share with them some of the amazing stories that we hear about what you are doing with the children. If you would like to share a 

success story with us, then please do so by contacting the office or your fieldworker. 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR THE SUMMER AND AUTUMN 

TERMS  

The summer term is always a busy one in schools with lots of 

events and trips organised for the children. It is a good idea 

to ask at school, or check the school website and newsletters 

for any dates that may affect your children. You may even like 

to volunteer to help on the trips!!  

It is always a good idea to add a note to your diary at the end 

of term to find out when your school would like you to restart 

with them in September. You will probably work with new 

children and a ‘Child Details Form’ can be requested from 

your fieldworker. 

 We hope you find the Special Certificates rewarding when 

presenting them to your children at the end of term. If you do 

not have these then please request them from your 

fieldworker or the office. They can also be printed directly 

from our website under Volunteer Resources. 

Just a reminder to please keep your DBS certificate in a safe 

place. Schools often ask to see our volunteers’ certificates, 

particularly when they are about to undergo OFSTED 

inspections and the DBS will not produce copies once a 

certificate is over 3 months old. 

 PLEASE HELP! 

Are you able to assist us with the recruitment of volunteers 

and shout about the brilliant work that you are all doing?! If 

you are able to help by putting a flyer up in your local shop, 

library or parish hall it would be much appreciated as we still 

have 32 vacancies to try and fill in schools.   

I would like to remind you that we regularly distribute 

newsletters and post on social media.  Some of the 

information in the newsletters is very important and can be of 

great benefit to you so please read them regularly.  Also 

please don't forget to use our website and the list of useful 

resources, but also make contact with your fieldworker if you 

are stuck for ideas! 

 

https://volunteersweek.org/


  

SPECIAL THANKS! 

We would like to thank our reading mentor Paul Massey, for assisting Marcia with our fundraising applications-he is doing a 

marvellous job!   

We would also like to thank Daphne Perridge for putting us forward as a charity to support with a choir concert. The concert, held 

by Vivace Voices, was attended by Mike and Sara who thoroughly enjoyed the evening and we were also able to part with some of 

our recruitment flyers!  The choir raised an amazing £500 for ABC to read. 

Congratulations to Barbara, Janet and Paul for being nominated for the Reading Volunteer Awards.  Congratulations also to all of the 
volunteers from Thatcham Park Primary who were recognised for their contribution during the Thatcham Town Council Awards. 
Thank you to all of you for the wonderful work that you are contributing to your towns.  We appreciate all of the extraordinary 
contributions that our volunteers make to ABC to read and we do regularly send in nominations for individual or team awards. 

We would like to give special thanks to Barbara Stuckey and Odette Moss who will be leaving us this term after being with ABC to 

read since the start! 

We would also like to say thank you and goodbye to our trustees, Jane Nicholls and Sarah Browning, who will both be stepping 

down at our AGM in June.  Jane and Sarah have been with the charity for a few years and have been a wonderful help to the 

development of the charity.  We will be looking to recruit trustees from the Reading and East Berkshire areas and will update you 

once we have gone through the recruitment process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING DAY – HARRIS GARDENS 

We are still in need of helpers for the Harris Garden event at Reading University. If you are available to assist set up or pack away 

during the afternoon of 12 August at the Harris Gardens Open Day then please advise us in the office. We have also attached a flyer 

with all the details of the event. 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to 

change the formatting of the pull quote 

text box.] 

WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 
 
Rose Lovett, Emma Hipshon, Julia Brown, Elizabeth Summers-Johnston, Sylvia Cross, 
Margaret Roberts, Kamla Bhogal, Hugh Lansley, Catherine Taite, Naznin Damani, 
Sarah Bickley, Dianne Heathcote, Teresa Parkinson, Katherine Rzysko, Tony Wessely 
 
We hope you have enjoyed your first term with ABC! 

 
Congratulations to the following volunteers…you have supported us now for:  

1 years’ service: Sarah Russell, Catrin Hubbarde, Tina Hudson, Amanda Paradine, Gill Kellard, Andrew Wallace, Cherry Connor, Jayne 

Weeden 

3 years’ service: Kate Almeida, Jeff Howman, Helen Bouchami, Susie Ward, Sheila Wahnsiedler 

Thank you for your ongoing time and support! 

Congratulations also to the parent helpers who have recently gone through their training at St Mary’s C of E Primary in Slough.  The 

parent helpers felt inspired by our trainer and trustee Paul Dieppe. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

VOLUNTEER SURVEY: 

Thank you to all of you who have completed the volunteer survey.  We put the survey together each year, as we want to ensure 

that your experience with ABC to read is a good one and we value all of the comments and suggestions.  It was wonderful to 

read that the majority of our volunteers are gaining a positive experience from ABC to read and I want to assure you that we 

take any suggestions for improvement on board. If you have not already done so, please complete the survey by clicking here: 

Volunteer survey 

Here are just a few of the wonderful comments that we have had the pleasure of being able to read: 

“It is a real pleasure working with not only the ABC staff and volunteers but also the children. I'm very happy to have found such a 

lovely environment in my old age!” 

“The support and friendship given to me is brilliant.” 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed mentoring all three of my year two students this year! The best moment for me was when two of my 

students understood what they were reading and actually chose to read rather than play games - this was a momentous occasion 

for me particularly as one of the students hated reading!  Thank-you for giving me the opportunity to learn and grow in this 

reader-mentoring role - this was my first year doing the mentoring. I was very impressed with how well organised the whole 

experience was from start to finish.” 

“Every session is different, but the one that sticks in my mind is when my 'very reluctant reader' was in such a rush to be first to 

see me and had brought along a photo/story book with pictures that included him and his brother in London visiting 'Shrek'. This 

was a breakthrough as he was always very reluctant to be with me.” 

 

“My best moment was when one little boy who could not remember the same word from page to page and would not read if he 

could help it, came back after full term break and we had a 'light bulb' moment, he is now reading better than ever before, 

chooses reading before games, and (trumpet voluntary) he reads every evening at home to mum.” 

_________________ 

We do realise that interaction with some teachers and schools could be better with some of our volunteers.  Please feel free to 

share your email address with the school and communicate that way if you are not able to do so before or after your session.  

Some volunteers do find it useful to write down notes and pass onto the teacher at the end of each session…this often helps 

with communication amongst the busy teachers. 

 

 
ABC WORKSHOPS 

We are in a fortunate position where we are able to run free workshops to parents of the schools that you are supporting.  These 

workshops are aimed to show parents how they can support their children at home with their reading.  Your fieldworker will 

advise you of any workshops that we will be running in your school setting so that you are able to go along and take part if you 

are free to do so.  This will be another opportunity for you to feel a part of the school and pick up on any further tips.  We will 

also be looking to support other charities, libraries and children centres this year. During the summer months we will be training 

staff of these organisations in order for them to gain the confidence in supporting children and to share the love of reading.  We 

will also be assisting a homeless charity to set up a homework club for children who are not fortunate enough to gain support 

from their parents with literacy and are looking forward to being of further assistance to our local communities. 

 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers-survey/


  
NEWS FROM OUR PATRONS: 

JULIE COHEN 
Our Patron Julie Cohen’s new novel, TOGETHER, is part of the new Richard and Judy Book 
Club, so look out for it in a bookshop near you! This novel has sold in nine countries, has 
been a #1 Amazon bestseller, and won the award for Contemporary Romantic Novel of the 
Year. Julie has been hard at work finishing her next novel, and running creative writing 
workshops for adults and teenagers. 
 

 
JAMES CARTER 
Please don’t tell ANYONE but I’ve gone off World Book Day.  Okay, I adore books and love 
working in Primary schools with all those inspiring, creative teachers and children, but 
because of the focus on WBD it now means I’m extremely busy in February/March (the 
wettest/coldest/Beastest From The Eastest time of year), and less so the rest of the year. 
However, I shouldn’t complain as I have had a great term. Many highlights – watching 
children in an Oxfordshire Reception class performing poems on their Poetry Podium. 
Opening a school library for a Prep school in Ashford and then jamming on 
melodica/trombone with the headteacher! Working in my two Patron of Reading Schools – 
Broughton Juniors in Aylesbury and St Johns Wallingford – and marvelling at the incredible 
Mini Information Booklets that every child in both schools created. Not to mention listening 
to literally thousands of jaw-droppingly amazing poems written by 5—11 year olds in the 40+ 
schools I have visited between Norwich and Gloucester, Reading and Wimbledon. I even re-
met two fabulous teachers I trained at Reading Uni with in the early 90s – Ali and Shaheen at 
the wonderful Redlands Primary in Reading. And profoundly moving was that wonderful 
moment in a Year 4 assembly when ALL of the teachers/TAs were crying tears of joy when 
the children read out their poems. Priceless. Finally, two weeks ago my latest book a non-
fiction picture book on the Big Bang and beyond – Once Upon A Star (Little Tiger Press) came 
out and was Books For Keeps website book of the week! I did a live version of that book at 
the Roald Dahl Museum on Saturday – and STELLAR thanks to the staff there and lovely 
families that came along and joined in! 
 

 www.jamescarterpoet.co.uk 
 
 PS Of course I love World Book Day really, but isn’t every day a Book Day, hint, hint…? 
 

 

 

PHOTOS 

We are in need of replacing our stock of photos and would love to be able to use photos of our reading mentors with the children 

in them, showing the wonderful work that you all do within schools.  Permission will be required from parents in order to be able 

to use the photos for reporting back to our funders, using within social media and on our own information leaflets, which schools 

can organise on our behalf.  Could I please ask for your help in obtaining some lovely photos of you reading with your child/ren.  

There will be no need for us to use children’s names and the children will need to be asked.  If you feel that your school would be 

happy to assist us in updating our photos then could you please advise Marcia or your fieldworker of the contact details within 

your schools so that we can make the relevant contact and obtain the permission for a photo to be taken in order them to be used 

for our charity purposes.  Thank you. 

 

http://www.jamescarterpoet.co.uk/


 

A MESSAGE FROM WENDY IN THE ABC TO READ OFFICE: 

23 years ago I took a year off work and the last country I visited was Nepal, completing 2 different treks. This time 
around, just before my 50

th
 birthday in October, I am going back again but doing it for a very worthwhile cause. I 

am joining a group trekking for Macmillan Cancer Support and I would love to raise as much as possible especially 
as cancer affects all of us whether it be a family member, friend, friend of a friend or work colleague.  I shall be 
paying for my own flights and roughing it so every penny will go directly to Macmillan! As a family, we have been 
donating to Macmillan and Cancer Research monthly for years so this is just another way of helping out. I am very 
nervous and need to up my exercise but I am kind of looking forward to it! 

If you would like to support me then please visit my JustGiving page. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wendy-mentiply1  

Thank you in advance. Wendy x 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSURE – SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Please note that the office will close on Tuesday 17
th

 July for the Summer holidays and will re-open on Thursday 

6
th

 September 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/wendy-mentiply1

