
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to the new school year! We hope you all enjoyed the summer break and that you are looking forward to 

resuming your ABC to read sessions. Please check with your school as to the date you should restart if you haven’t 

already done so. 

 

ABC to read – September ‘18 

newsletter 

BOOK EXCHANGES – AUTUMN TERM 

READING  

17
th

 
September 

St. Marks Church Hall, 94 
Cranbury Road, Reading RG30 

2TA 

10-11.30am 

THATCHAM  

18
th

 
September 

Thatcham Town Council 
Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF 

10-11.30am 

WOKINGHAM  

19
th

 
September 

Wokingham Library 
(downstairs room), Denmark 
Street, Wokingham RG40 2BB 

10-11.30am 

WINDSOR  

20
th

 
September 

Redwood House, 9 Queen 
Annes Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ 

10.30-12pm 

 

* We hold 4 book exchanges each term for you to be able to 
update your supply of books, however, please feel free to pop into 
the office if you are in desperate need to change some books or 
advise your fieldworker who can bring a supply of books with them 
to your coffee mornings.  We hold all of our resources in our office 
in Reading so please give your fieldworker plenty of notice so they 
are able to arrange to come into the office before meeting you. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER RESOURCES FOR THE AUTUMN TERM  

Most volunteers start working with new children in September. Please ask your school to complete a ‘Child Details form’ in respect of 

each child being supported.  We do ask schools to complete these forms but we are aware that they are not always completed and 

handed to you each time that you change children.  If you do not already have one, please find attached the form for you to hand to 

your teacher for completion.  These forms are also available to print from our website under ‘Volunteer resources’ along with other 

useful resources for you to use. 

A volunteer has recommended using a website that she finds very useful in obtaining further print-ables and puzzles: 

https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/ 

SATS: We are aware that many of our volunteers are now supporting older children especially leading up to SATS. At the end of Year 6 

children sit a KS2 English SATs exam, which is made up of three papers: 

 Grammar, punctuation and spelling paper 1: this consists of about 49 questions that test grammar and punctuation, and takes 45 
minutes. 

 Grammar, punctuation and spelling paper 2: this is a spelling test. The teacher will read 20 complete sentences out loud. Children 
have these sentences on a printed sheet with one word missing, and they need to fill in the missing word, spelling it correctly. This 
takes about 15 minutes. 

 Reading: children are given a booklet containing three texts in different styles (e.g. a story, a non-fiction piece and a poem), 
and an answer book with approximately 36 questions about the three texts. Children have an hour in which to answer the 
questions in any order they choose. This website has some very useful tips and advice on reading and KS2 English SATS: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/sats-revision-KS2-english-helper 

We do now have some SATS revision papers in our resources to assist any of our volunteers that have been asked to support their 

children during their SATS. These will be available at the book exchanges. 

 

VOLUNTEER’S CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING  

7
th

 December- 10am-noon - Invite to follow 
 

CYBER/IT WORKSHOP 12th December, 10am – 1pm                      

We have arranged for up to 10 volunteers to take part in a 

workshop which will cover the latest online scams and how 

you can protect yourself. The course uses Microsoft Windows 

10 and Office 2013 software.  The workshop is to be held at 

the Earley Crescent Resource Centre, Warbler Drive, Earley 

RG6 4HB. 

The workshop will be free of charge to our volunteers and 

you will need to arrive by 9.45am to complete an enrolment 

form before the start of the class. 

Also on a Wednesday the centre offers a 3 course community 

lunch in their coffee bar for £6.50 so if any of our volunteers 

wanted to stay on after the session then you are very 

welcome. 

I anticipate this workshop to fill up very quickly so if you 

would like to take advantage of it then please contact Marcia 

ASAP. If we have lots of interest then Marcia will try to 

organise another date. 

 

https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/


  

SPECIAL THANKS! 

Thank you once again, to those of our volunteers that have 
assisted us with events over the summer holidays.  In particular, 
to all of the volunteers that took part in the Wokingham Borough 
Summer Reading Challenge and to our fieldworker Clare Meldrum 
for co-ordinating it. Children’s’ reading can 'dip' during the 
summer holidays if they don't have regular access to books and 
encouragement to read for pleasure and it was wonderful to be 
able to be a part of supporting libraries with their projects. 
Thank you to all of you that also took part in the Harris Gardens 
Charity Event in August.  The event was a success despite the 
cloudy sky and roadworks within the area, and raised funds for 
both ABC to read and Reading Mencap. 

 

Thank you also to all of you that were able to make it to our AGM  
and listen to the highlights of our year along with Cas Lester, our 
speaker who gave an inspirational talk about the importance of 
self-esteem and recognising children's differing skills.  She also 
spoke about her book “Do You Speak Chocolate?”. It’s about a 
friendship between two Year 7 girls, a British girl and a Syrian 
refugee, who are determined to become friends despite not 
speaking each other’s language. Cas says “a friendship between 
two girls inspired me to write this book. They featured in a BBC 
children’s documentary I was editing for classroom use. Their 
determination to set aside barriers to friendship - including 
language - seemed to me a profound and uplifting message for 
today.” 

 
 

 

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE AWARDS 

We are proud to announce that ABC to read 

has been shortlisted for the Early Years 

category in the Children and Young People 

Awards. The Awards recognise and showcase 

the best organisations, teams, individuals, 

initiatives and resources in the UK, shining a 

light on the hard work, innovation and 

dedication of those working with children, 

young people and families. Thank you to 

each and every person involved with ABC to 

read especially all of our volunteers.  A 

ceremony will be held on 21 November 

where the winners will be revealed.   

 

WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 
 
Firstly, we would like to welcome our many new faces to our volunteer team and 
we hope you enjoy your time with the children and find it rewarding: 
 
Karen Exley, Yvonne Aubrey, Sue Fricker, Katie Mayo 
 
We hope you are settling into the new term, please feel free to advise your 
fieldworker if you have any issues.  
 
Congratulations to the following volunteers…you have supported us now for:  

1 years’ service: Michelle Blyth, Melanie Dean, Helen Jones, Veronika Leutbecher, 

Jackie Oversby, Purnema Patel, Unnisa Shafiq 

3 years’ service: Susan Arstall, Rosalind Buchanan, Deepti Dhanda, Harpreet Kaur, 

Rosalind Luper, Linnet McMahon, Julia Steel 

5 years’ service: Toni Carter, Alistair Davis, Christine Lienert, Melanie Phillips, 

Susan Wilkins 

7 years’ service: Marion Muzzell 

10 years’ service: Judith Griffiths, Sandra Lamb 

12 years’ service: Vanessa Forster 

Once again, thank you all for your support and dedication to ABC to read’s 

achievement and we look forward to another successful year with you all. 

 

 

      
Reading volunteers during their regular 

coffee morning, chatting and learning from 

each other. 



  

VOLUNTEER SURVEY: 

Based on statistics taken from our volunteer survey, please see our new video 

and find attached the evaluation of the survey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=nfr5ez3ZyMg 

It was encouraging to read that 98% of you would refer a friend to volunteer 

with us and we have decided to set up a Refer a Friend Scheme to assist us 

with recruiting more volunteers.   

It was surprising to read in our volunteer survey that not all of our volunteers 

read the newsletters, or attend coffee mornings and book exchanges.  All of 

these activities are to ensure that our volunteers know what is happening 

within the charity as well as give you some useful tips for sessions, change 

books and meet other volunteers.  Please take full advantage so that you are 

able to keep in touch.  

Please also follow us on our Facebook page where lots of up to date 

information is posted on a weekly basis and sometimes daily! We experienced 

some issues with our existing Facebook page and the settings over the 

summer, so please follow us on our new page: 

https://www.facebook.com/abctoread2/?notif_id=1535621649491385&notif

_t=page_admin 

 

 

 

 

Our Thatcham Park Primary volunteers 

receiving a certificate of commendation 

from the local Mayor for their 

contribution to the community 

 

 

Our volunteers, Paul and Janet, at the RVA Volunteer Awards Ceremony 

Along with individual volunteer awards in towns across the county, our 

volunteer team have also received a nomination for the Pride of Reading 

Awards: https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/army-of-volunteers-giving-

children-confidence-through-learning-to-read/ 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL EVALUATIONS  

We are still evaluating the school surveys as we are waiting for more schools 

to send their results to us. However we can report that the results we have 

had in are looking great and we will send out full information about the 

results as soon as they have been finalised.  

 

PLEASE HELP! 

Unfortunately we had quite a few volunteer 

resignations at the end of last term due to 

unforeseen circumstances which leaves us 

in a difficult position of trying to not only fill 

our existing vacancies, but to fill the 

vacancies of the leavers. Please help us 

with our recruitment by directing anyone 

that you feel would like to join our 

wonderful team to us. 

SHOP & HELP AT THE SAME TIME! 

I am also pleased to announce that we are 

now listed as a supported charity through 

Amazon. Amazon Smile is a great way to 

support a charity every time you shop 

online, at no extra cost to you. With the 

same products and selection as 

Amazon.co.uk, you will be helping your 

chosen charity by donating a portion of 

your purchase! 

Amazon Smile is a website operated by 

Amazon with the same products, prices and 

shopping features as Amazon.co.uk. The 

difference is that when you shop on 

Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 

the net purchase price (excluding VAT, 

returns and shipping fees) from your 

eligible purchases. Simply log in and select 

ABC to read. 

https:/smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1102692-0 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=nfr5ez3ZyMg
https://www.facebook.com/abctoread2/?notif_id=1535621649491385&notif_t=page_admin
https://www.facebook.com/abctoread2/?notif_id=1535621649491385&notif_t=page_admin
https://www.facebook.com/abctoread/photos/a.244368915676581.52602.188479774598829/1653697638077028/?type=3
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/army-of-volunteers-giving-children-confidence-through-learning-to-read/
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/army-of-volunteers-giving-children-confidence-through-learning-to-read/


 TIPS TO ENHANCE VOLUNTEERING - Ideas to improve communication 

A common difficulty volunteers often report to us is lack of contact with the class teachers. We all know how busy schools are so 

here are some tips to help improve this: 

  Sometimes it is possible to speak to the teacher either side of the ABC to read session. Some volunteers have found it useful to 

arrive at school early, perhaps to catch teachers before the class returns from lunch break. Others have stayed behind at the end 

of the school day.  

 ABC to read volunteers are always welcome to use their school’s staff room. Taking a packed lunch to eat there may provide an  

opportunity to speak to staff.  

 The Child Details form we provide now asks for the email address of each teacher so do drop them a line.  

 For those without email, ask at the school office for an appointment to speak with the teacher or leave a note.  

 We always advise volunteers to be proactive. Teachers like to know what children have been enjoying in their ABC to read 

sessions. We suggest volunteers send a brief report towards the end of each term’s work (it does not have to be detailed, just a 

summary.) This will often encourage feedback from the teacher too.  

 If you have any difficulties contacting teachers do let your fieldworker know. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION RESULTS 

We would like to thank you for all of the Christmas card entries to our competition, in 

particular to entries from Thatcham Park Primary and the Palmer Academy.  Choosing 

a winner was very difficult but we were able to gift prizes to all of the children that 

entered. The cards selected to be printed were designed by Molly, age 8, from 

Thatcham Park Primary, and Iysatu, Year 3, from the Palmer Academy.  These cards 

are now available for sale; please contact your fieldworker or the office if you would 

like to purchase some. 

            

 

OFFICE CLOSURE – HALF TERM 

Please note that the office will 

close on Thursday 18
th

 October for 

the October half term and will re-

open on Tuesday 30
th

 October 

If you no longer wish to receive our 

communications then please advise us 

abctoread@btconnnect.com 

 

 


