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What is it like to volunteer with ABC to read? 

 

Each year we ask our volunteers how they have enjoyed their experience with us.  

Based on the responses we received, 95% of our volunteers joined us to feel they were making a 

contribution to the community, while others wanted to use/develop their existing skills, gain new skills and 

meet new people. 100% of our volunteers valued the initial training we provide and a huge 98% said they 

would recommend volunteering with ABC. 

 

These are just a few of their ‘best moments’ this year: 

 

 “I have one boy whose reading level is low…he spends all his time at home playing video games, no books, 
no input from family…my Eureka moment was when he came in with a new book he’d bought himself from 
his pocket money…” 

 
 “My best moment of volunteering this year…other children asking me how they can be chosen to join the 

group” 
 

 “Having persevered for two terms with a very reluctant reader with very poor verbal skills and then seeing 
her blossom into a happier child wanting to learn. Her enthusiasm is a delight to see and makes all my effort 
(and patience) worthwhile” 

 
 “When a very shy little girl, who would never volunteer any conversation and who answered all questions 

with a few nervous syllables, finally started to chat and laugh during our sessions. It was wonderful!” 
 

 “When a child’s face lights up when she sees me coming!” 
 

 “When a boy who had been struggling found he could read and wanted to read” 
 

 “One little boy who could not remember the same word from page to page and would not read if he could 
help it, came back after full term break and we had a ‘light bulb’ moment. He is now reading better than 
ever before, chooses reading before games, and (trumpet voluntary) he reads every evening at home to 
mum” 
 

 “Other children in the classes I visit wish they could come and read with me and when I’m walking round 
school, children always say hi” 
 

 “Arrived at school to find whole school about to take part in a poetry competition. Some had written their 
own poems. It was great to be invited to take part by listening and clapping.” 
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 “Helping the children to gain confidence in speaking, reading and developing their social skills. It was a great 
day when they not only responded to the usual ‘how are you’ and ‘did you have a nice weekend/holiday’ 
questions, but they then asked me the same questions and actually listened to the answers!” 
 

 “Walking into the classroom and seeing, every time, children’s hands go up eager to come out to read with 
me” 
 

 “Surprise and delight when a very reluctant phonics-level reader manages to read more or less fluently” 
 

 “To witness the delight of a child, who had profound reading difficulties, being asked to read a piece at his 
class assembly.” 

 

 

So how do our volunteers feel overall about volunteering with ABC? 

 

 “Thank you for giving me the opportunity to learn and grow in this reader mentoring role – this was my first 
year…I was very impressed with how well organised the whole experience was start to finish” 
 

 “If you enjoy reading, making friends, both young and old, being with ABC is a great opportunity to give 
something back to the community” 

 
 “Our personal experience is good, we have a good interface with the Headteacher and staff” 

 
 “The communication between school and myself is excellent. The staff are lovely…each end of term I get 

feedback from them which makes me feel very worthwhile.” 
 

 “I’m very happy with my situation and really enjoy working with the children – it’s so rewarding!” 
 

 “Volunteering provides a great deal of personal satisfaction. More importantly the children you work with 
begin to realise that they can become confident, competent readers and gain increased self-esteem.” 

 

 

 


