
 

BOOK EXCHANGES 

 

We hope you have all had a wonderful start to the aca-
demic year, please do not hesitate to contact your field-
worker if you have any concerns. 

ABC to read needs some help in generating awareness 
through numerous social media channels. If you  use so-
cial media  then we need your help in  sharing daily con-
tent that builds meaningful connections and encourages 
community members to support the charity. Please like 
and follow, and then share our Facebook and Twitter 
pages abctoread2 and @abctoread. 

URGENT—before 20th Nov! The Aviva Community Fund 
is now open to votes.  Please vote for us by clicking on the 
link so that we are in for a chance of winning funds to-
wards our work Charity reports 97% improvement in 
Berkshire children's attitudes to reading:https://
community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/4-165 

Paypal - ABC to read are now a charity which can be se-
lected through Paypal. PayPal Giving Fund helps people 
support their favourite charities online and helps chari-
ties raise funds through PayPal, eBay and other technolo-
gy platforms at no extra cost to the donor or to the chari-
ty. Please remember to select us when checking out! 
Thank you 

Recycle for Charity - Remember we can recycle and re-
ceive donations for printer ink  cartridges, toners and 
mobile phones and will gladly take them from you for 
recycling. 

Some of our Reading volunteers 
enjoying a get-together! 

READING - 14th January 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church 

Hall, 94 Cranbury 

Road, Reading RG30 

2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 15th January 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town 

Council Chamber, 

Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF  

WINDSOR - 14th January  

10.30-12pm Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

WOKINGHAM - 16th January 

10-11.30am Wokingham Library 

(downstairs room), 

Denmark Street,  

Wokingham RG40 

2BB  
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 ABC to read ‘Buddy work-
shop’ 

As a charity, we have been 
thinking about other ways 
that we can support children 
with their reading.  We are 
very lucky to have experienced 
trainers from the training and 
education sector as trustees 
and volunteers so we have 
piloted ABC to read’s Buddy 
Workshop. This is aimed at 
young people supporting oth-
er young people with inspiring 
results.  We are offering train-
ing to secondary schools as a 
way of improving literacy at-
tainment and school cohesion, 
by training older pupils to 
support younger ones for 
whom reading is a challenge.  
At the moment we are offering 
this support for free and may 
consider asking for a contribu-
tion should we need assistance 
with our own fundraising in 
the future.  

Resources Volunteer 

Do we have a volunteer who 
would like to come into the 
office each term and tidy up 

the books and games that we 
store in book boxes?  Quite 
often volunteers drop off 
books that they no longer re-
quire in between the book 
exchanges and we do find that 
we run out of time to sort 
through them and put them 
away into their relevant boxes.  
This role may also require re-
moving any unwanted or dam-
aged books from the book 
boxes as our space is very lim-
ited so we need to ensure that 
we are holding resources that 
are of use to our reading men-
tors.  It would be useful for the 
resources volunteer to be able 
to come along to the Reading 
Book Exchange to help with 
putting the books away after 
the meeting and ensure that 
they are put away into the ap-
propriate boxes. 

Lee-Ann and Marcia at Berkshire Community 

Foundation’s Symposium, networking with 

other voluntary organisations….always a good 

day in the office when food is involved!  

Your impact on the children you 
help! 

I am sure you have all seen our 
latest evaluation results by now 
but for those of you that have not 
read the latest bulletin, we were 
able to announce from our latest 
school evaluations that 97% of 
the local Berkshire children who 
benefit from a one-to-one ABC to 
Read mentor have improved in 
their attitudes towards reading. 
The result comes from the chari-
ty’s most recent annual report, 
which also highlights that 93% of 
the youngsters working with 
them have improved their reading 
accuracy.  Well done to all of our 
volunteers – these superb results 
prove once again that offering our 
local children one to one mentor-
ing can dramatically improve 
their life chances. The impact that 
you are all having is available to 
view: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=YoOYANOOoJA 

Thank you to all of our volun-
teers, without you this would not 
be achievable! 



Newly trained volunteers 

We are very much aware that 
some of our new volunteers 
are still waiting to be placed 
into schools.  You have not 
been forgotten!  Unfortunately 
communicating with some 
schools is a huge task for us 
and your fieldworkers.  De-
spite schools asking for our 
support, it can be very difficult 
to gain responses to our phone 
calls and emails when we are 
trying to arrange your intro-
ductory visits. This is especial-
ly difficult if you were trained 
just before the end of a school 
term as we are not in a posi-
tion to then communicate 
with schools whilst they are 
closed.  We really do appreci-
ate you offering your time and 
we are doing our best to find 
you a school. However, if you 
have any concerns about your 
placement after training then 

please contact your field-
worker, who you will have 
met at training, and they 
will be able to keep you up-
dated. 

 

Safeguarding training 

If you have not carried out 
any safeguarding refresher 
training within the last 3 
years, can you please make 
contact with your fieldwork-
er as it is vital that we en-
sure you are up to date with 
the training.  There is an 
online course available to 
you and you will be issued 
with a certificate on comple-
tion. Alternatively, for those 
of you who are not able to 
access the training online, 
we can arrange for you to 
take part in a group work-
shop . 

Volunteer length of service 

Although we do ask volunteers to be able 
to commit to us for at least one year at 
the start of our recruitment process, in 
order for the children that you support 
to gain consistency, we are aware that 
some volunteers reach the end of the 
year and feel that they are no longer re-
quired.  This has often led to some vol-
unteers not turning up for their sessions 
after the one year has come to an end, 
especially at the end of a school year 
with them not returning in September.  
We would welcome our volunteers to 
stay with the charity for as long as possi-
ble and would love you to be able to stay 
with us for many, many years so please, 
do not feel that after one year we no 
longer need you because we do and in 
fact we need many  more volunteers to 
join us!! 

Which, brings me on to ask for your help 
in telling everyone about the wonderful 
work you are doing!  We have over 70 
children waiting for support and I am 
sure that there are many more but we 
are not able to help these children with-
out more volunteers.  We do have lots of 
marketing material, so if you are able to 
assist us by putting one of our flyers up 
in locations near to you, it would very 
much be appreciated. 

News & events! 

There appear to be lots of occasions when we have been advised that not all of our volunteers 
read the newsletters that we email out, visit our website or follow us on social media.  This will 
lead to communication problems as you will not be aware of updates or events.  If you would 
prefer us to post and print a newsletter to you then can you please advise us in the office.  We 
do prefer to use digital communication as it is far less costly to the charity but we always want 
to ensure that all of our volunteers have access to our communications and feel a part of our big 
team! 



Next term 

Please remember to check with your school as to the date 
you should restart your volunteering session for the new 
term, if you haven’t already done so. 

Congratulations to the following volunteers…you have 
supported us now for:  
 
1 years’ service: Jane Harvey, Neil Hines 

3 years’ service: Rosalind Buchanan 

7 years’ service: Marion Muzzell 

Once again, thank you all for your support and dedication to 

ABC to read’s achievement and we look forward to another 

successful year with you all. 

Office closure  

Christmas holiday 

The office will close on  

Tuesday 18th December  

and will re-open on  

Monday 7th January 

 

Welcome new starters! 
  
Wishing a warm welcome to the many new faces who have 
joined our volunteer team this term.  We hope you are set-
tling into the new term, enjoying your time with the chil-
dren and finding it rewarding: 
 
Usha Sannananja, Ian McKenzie, Mary Thompson, Natalie 
Lambden, Mary-Ellen Yarossi, Punitha Rajasekaran, Katisha 
Carter, Ghazala Butt, Karen Quantrill, Michael Livesey, Man-
jinder Coulter, Stephanie Seigne, Sarah Degiorgio, Patricia 
Taylor, Sheryl Alsford, Terry Green, Julia Marlow 
  
Please feel free to advise your fieldworker if you have any 
issues. 
  

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please 
advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com  

If we are not able to see you at the Christmas coffee morning 
then we wish you all a wonderful Christmas and look forward 
to seeing you again next term! 


