
BOOK EXCHANGES 

NEXT WEEK! 

READING - 14th January 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church 

Hall, 94 Cranbury 

Road, Reading 

RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 15th January 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town 

Council Chamber, 

Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 

WINDSOR - 14th January  

10.30-12pm Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes 

Road, Windsor SL4 

2BJ  

WOKINGHAM - 16th January 

10-11.30am Wokingham Li-

brary (downstairs 

room), Denmark 

Street,  

Wokingham RG40 

2BB  

January 2019 
ABC TO READ NEWSLETTER 

Happy New Year! We hope you are all looking forward to 2019. It 
is a special year for ABC to read as the charity celebrates its 15th 
birthday and we hope to mark the milestone by helping a record 
number of children develop a love of reading to enhance their 
lives.  

To do this, we are asking for everyone’s help in spreading the 
word. We know we ask a lot  from our volunteers; it is not just a 
case of listening to children read, it is a  long term commitment. 
The first term is spent getting to know the child as an individual, 
establishing a bond, gaining their confidence and finding out what 
interests them. The second term builds on this and so often it is 
not until the third term that we start to see results. But those re-
sults are well worth waiting for as you would have seen from the 
last evaluation report.  Children benefit enormously from the 1-1 
nurturing and interaction with a trusted adult; it makes such a 
difference in terms of confidence and self esteem and ultimately of 
course inspires them to enjoy reading which helps them through-
out school and beyond. The commitment that a volunteer dedi-
cates to a child can change their entire life. So how can we encour-
age more people to join us? Volunteers are our best advocates so 
please talk about your work to friends, family and colleagues. Why 
not bring someone interested along to a coffee morning – we are 
always happy to have a chat! Perhaps you could help us advertise - 
we can provide posters and leaflets for you to display  as well as 
provide articles for inclusion in local publications 

Our volunteer Hester’s new published book inspired by 

children that she supports and a lost cuddly toy  



SUPPORTING AN ORPHANAGE 

This term we are going to be supporting  a 
school and orphanage in Malawi. We will be 
making donations from our own resources that 
we no longer use or just do not have the room 
to store with the help of our treasurer, Steve. 

MAIDENHEAD COMMUNITY BOOK FESTIVAL 

We will also be taking part in the Maidenhead 
Community Book Festival targeting particularly 
the middle to the lower end of the literacy 
spectrum, for both young and old. This will 
complement World Book Day, normally cele-
brated annually in the UK on the first Thursday 
in March. Many local schools already hold spe-
cial events during the first two weeks of March 
to celebrate and encourage the reading of 
books. The intention is now to extend this cele-
bration to children outside school hours / days 
and to adults, particularly parents of school 
children, and to hold some activities outside of 
the school’s premises too.  If you would like to 
be a part of the Festival then please let us 
know. This could be listening to children read-
ing, story telling or anything else that you feel 
you would like to do at the festival.  We hope 
to have more information about the event lat-
er in the month. 

 

 

 

 

‘READING BUDDY’ WORKSHOP 

We have now launched our Reading Buddy workshop into 
secondary schools and the evaluations from the students 
have been very good so we hope to be able to book many 
more workshops during 2019. Training secondary school 6th 
formers is a way of improving literacy attainment and 
school cohesion by training older pupils to support younger 
ones for whom reading is a challenge and will help us with 
our mission of ensuring every child develops a love of read-
ing. 

PARENT HELPER TRAINING 

If you are supporting a school that has lots of parent help-
ers, remember we do have our ‘Parent Helper’ training 
which is based on the training that our reading mentors 
receive. Please help us in promoting our additional services 
by advising your contact within your school that we can as-
sist them further in helping struggling children. There is also 
the parent workshop too called ‘Ready to read’ which is 
presented to parents of children that would like to support 
their children at home. 

VOLUNTEER RESOURCES 

May we remind you of the options available to you to re-
quest or purchase resources.  We have book exchanges 
each term, informal meet ups with fieldworkers and other 
volunteer events where resources are available. We keep 
the majority of our resources for your sessions in the office 
at St Marks. You are welcome to come by the office so 
please call Lee-Ann in advance to arrange a visit to come 
and browse.  You can use your local library, as well as pur-
chase items, for your own requirements and claim back on 
expenses, however please arrange for confirmation of this 
before making purchases.  We do not have much space to 

store all of our resources and are not currently taking 
in any more donations 

We would also like to advise you that we are aware 
that some of our schools are not providing our volun-
teers with feedback and the limited contact that 
some of you appear to have within schools. We are 
continually trying to resolve this to ensure our volun-
teers continue to feel value and understand the im-
pact of your work.  If this is an ongoing issue for you 
then can you please advise your fieldworker. 



 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the 
Christmas Coffee Morning and we hope you enjoyed 
listening to Korky Paul and had a mince pie or two! 
We are sure that you will agree with us that it was 

an entertaining morning! 

 

WORKSHOP REMINDER 

28th February 1015-1145am - IQVIA Quintiles - re-
freshments 10am.   

“Helping to make sessions fun and sharing ideas” 

Google Maps only shows IQVIA on the map but only 
accepts and finds Quintiles on the SatNav input 
screen so if you do use Satnav then it is worth trying 
both names. 

Please note that IQVIA Quintiles kindly provide the 
refreshments for our workshops in kind.  As the 
workshop is after breakfast and before lunch then 
we feel that teas and coffees are adequate so if you 
do feel the need to eat during the workshop then 
please feel free to bring a snack along with you but 
we will do our best to ensure the majority of dietary 
requirements are covered with any additional re-
freshments that are available to us. 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU REGISTER YOUR ATTENDANCE 
ON OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/events/volunteer-
workshop-3/ 

 

Thank you to all of you that are helping the charity 
out in other areas such as fundraising and events, 
but most importantly thank you all for volunteering 
and supporting local children.  

AWARDS & DONATIONS 

Thank you to all of you that voted for us in the Aviva Community Fund.  We did not receive enough votes to win 
a share of the donation on offer but we were very honoured to be selected as their wildcard finalist.  This means 
that I have to submit additional information, similar to that of a grant application, so we still could be in for a 
chance of gaining some financial reward from them for the impact that we have in our communities. 

 

Every year Sainsbury’s invites nominations from shoppers and staff for a local charity for each store.  The select-
ed charities will benefit from a year long link with their local supermarket, with staff getting involved in organis-
ing fundraising events . Nominations are usually open from the beginning of May. Could we again ask for your 
help please? Could you please complete a short nomination form for ABC 
to read.  These forms are available to complete in most supermarkets. 

 

We are delighted to have been nominated for a ‘Thames Valley Business & 
Community Award’. The awards are to recognise and celebrate businesses, 
charities, and individuals that have made an outstanding contribution in 
the region. The Awards ceremony will be held on 31st January so we will 
let you know how we get on! All profits raised on the evening are donated 
to the 3 selected charities. 



DONATIONS OF OLD FOREIGN CURRENCY 

You can help us without really having to put 
your hand in your pocket by simply sorting out 
any old foreign notes and coins left over from 
holidays and business trips. Any old British or 
Irish coins and notes can also help. Even old 
decimal coins or farthings, 1d pennies, three 
pence, six pence, shillings and crowns are wel-
come! 
So seek out those old Spanish Pesetas, Ameri-
can Dollars, German Marks etc, literally any-
thing, even obsolete currency can help raise 
funds for ABC to read. Thank you! 

OFFICE OPENING HOURS  

Please remember that our office is not open 
24/7 although we do aim to respond to any 
emails or phone calls as soon as someone is in 
the office. Lee-Ann is in the office on the days 
below but please call in advance if you are 
planning on coming in as she is sometimes out 
of the office on courses/at meetings. 

HOURS: Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:15am 
– 2:45pm (Term time only) 

OFFICE CLOSURE— FEBRUARY HALF TERM 

The office will be closed between 14th to 24th 
February. 

ABC TO READ’S 15th ANNIVERSARY! 

As ABC to read approach their 15th anniversary, one of 
our volunteers, Odette, gave us her thoughts on her expe-
rience with ABC to read: 
"My experiences since retiring and working 15 years for 
this organisation have been the most rewarding and satis-
fying of my varied career. I could relate many fascinating 
stories. I have learnt so much about the lives of children 
today. Some a little sad, others just like to talk to you as 
they are often lonely and parents are so busy these days. 
When you go into your class to collect your child and all 
the pupils shout "can we come too", you know you are a 
success and you feel rewarded. The job you do is well 
worthwhile especially when a child is enjoying reading 
and loving stories; you are helping the child to a better 
future of fun, learning and imagination” 

Odette will be sharing some of her stories at our AGM this 
year which has yet to be organised but invites will be sent 
out as soon as we have booked it 

 

I would like to welcome Ivan Baverstock to our team of 
volunteers who joined us towards the end of last term, 
we hope you enjoy your time supporting the children. 

 

Congratulations to the following volunteers…by the end 

of this term you will have supported us for:  

1 year: Juliet Carlisle-Date, Emma Hipshon, Rose Lovett, 

Daphne Perridge, Elizabeth Summers-Johnston 

3 years: Marina Brown, Paul Massey 

5 years: Linda Caley, Rosamond Middleton, Diane Ryley, 

Janet Williams 

7 years: Gina Porter, June Smither 

15 years: Odette Moss  

Once again, thank you all for your support and dedica-

tion to ABC to read’s achievement and we look forward 

to another successful year with you all. 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please 

advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 


