
 
 
School Bulletin Autumn term 2018      
 
We hope you have had a wonderful summer and are fully recharged. We would like to welcome all 
of the new schools that are participating in our scheme and look forward to supporting you in the 
coming year. 
  
HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR VOLUNTEERS THIS TERM 
We have attached the Child Detail’s Form.  For any reading mentors who will be supporting new 
children this term, please ensure these forms are completed and handed to the volunteers as it will 
help them with their session planning.  The forms should be completed each time there is a change in 
children. The forms are also available on our website: 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/resources/  
 
VOLUNTEER & SCHOOL EVALUATIONS 
We would like to extend our thanks to those schools which have so far completed this year’s survey; 
there are many more outstanding still to be returned to us. We really do appreciate the time taken to 
complete the forms. The information gathered is essential in gaining further funding, enabling ABC to 
read to continue providing the volunteer reading help that is so obviously valued by both schools and 
children. It also enables us to share the amazing impact that our volunteers are having with your 
children and raising literacy standards.   Your fieldworkers may contact you shortly to assist with the 
evaluation process.  Please click here to complete the form online: 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools-survey/  
We also run a survey for our volunteers to ensure that they are gaining a fulfilling volunteering 
experience. It was wonderful to read that the majority of our volunteers feel incredibly valued by their 
schools. Using some of the statistics taken from both the school and volunteer evaluations, we have 
put together a small video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=nfr5ez3ZyMg 
 

 
We would like to remind schools that in order for the safeguarding laws to be adhered to, we would 
like you to invite your ABC to read volunteer along to any of your safeguarding refresher trainings that 
you hold in school for your own staff.  As an organisation we ensure that our volunteers carry out 
safeguarding training as part of our recruitment process and we have safe practices and procedures 
in place. 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to those of you that invited our volunteers along to your end of year plays and parties.  Our 
volunteers feel incredibly valued and a part of your school, which makes their experience of 
supporting your children so much more enjoyable.  It has been lovely to see some of the end of year 
cards and ‘thank you’s’ that have been made by the children for the volunteers and we know that the 
volunteers have been very touched by some of the children’s messages. 
  
AGM 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=nfr5ez3ZyMg


Thank you to all of you that were able to make it to our AGM to listen to the highlights of our year 
along with Cas Lester, our speaker, who gave an inspirational talk about the importance of self-esteem 
and recognising children's differing skills.  
  
Cas worked in children's television dramas with CBBC. She developed and executive produced 
programmes including Jackanory, Muddle Earth, The Magician of Samarkand, Big Kids, and The Story 
of Tracy Beaker.  She is also a patron of reading and has particular interest and experience in dyslexia. 
 

 
 
 FACEBOOK 
IMPORTANT! Unfortunately, we have had to recreate our Facebook page due to a problem with the 
settings over the summer! Our previous page is no longer valid, please now follow us at: 
https://www.facebook.com/abctoread2/?notif_id=1535621649491385&notif_t=page_admin 
  
AWARD NOMINATION 
We are pleased to announce that ABC to read has been shortlisted for the Children and Young People 
Awards.  The Awards recognise and showcase the best organisations, teams, individuals, initiatives 
and resources in the UK, shining a light on the hard work, innovation and dedication of those working 
with children, young people and families. 
  
We are very proud that our team of volunteers have also received a nomination for the Pride of 
Reading Awards for generously giving up at least 3 hours every week to share their love of reading. 
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Above: Our Thatcham Park Primary School volunteers receiving a certificate of commendation from 

the local Mayor, for their contribution to their community 
  
  

  
Above: Two of our volunteers, Paul and Janet with their RVA awards 

Paul and Janet, amongst many others, were recognised for their commitment over the summer at 
award ceremonies throughout the borough. 

  
Children's reading can 'dip' during the summer holidays if they don't have regular access to books and 
encouragement to read for pleasure. Some of our volunteers took part in and assisted Wokingham 
Borough with the Summer Reading Challenge, whilst we also supported the staff and volunteers at 
Slough libraries by showing them how they can support children who visit the libraries. 
  
CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 
We would like to thank you for all of the Christmas Card entries for our competition, in particular those 
from Thatcham Park Primary and The Palmer Academy.  Choosing a winner was very difficult but we 
were able to gift prizes to all of the children that entered and then selected two card designs to be 
printed. Molly, age 8, from Thatcham Park Primary and Iysatu, Year 3, from The Palmer Academy were 



our winning designers!  Thank you for enabling us to present to the children during your own school 
presentations.  
These cards are now available for sale; please contact your fieldworker or the office if you would like 
to purchase some. 
  
OUR EXTENDED SERVICES 
ABC to read are also trialling our support to secondary schools in the area and are training 6th formers 
to support Year 7’s, or ‘buddying’ students to visit their local primary schools to read with children.  We 
are looking forward to being of more support to the children within our communities.  If you would 
like to gain further information from ABC to read about our extended services then please contact us 
at abctoread@btconnect.com 
  
We look forward to another successful year and would like to thank you for all of your support.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further support or questions. 
 


