
School bulletin – January 2019 
 
Happy New Year! We hope you are all looking forward to 2019.  
  
It is a special year for ABC to read as the charity celebrates its 15th birthday and we hope to mark 
the milestone by helping a record number of children develop a love of reading to enhance their 
lives. One of the ways that we plan to do this is with our newly-launched ‘Reading Buddy’ workshop. 
The workshop is carried out in secondary schools and the evaluations from the students have been 
very good, so we hope to be able to book many more workshops during 2019. Training secondary 
school 6th formers is a way of improving literacy attainment and school cohesion by training older 
pupils to support younger ones for whom reading is a challenge.  If you are a feeder school and gain 
support from the secondary school’s 6th formers, this is an ideal workshop for them to attend so that 
they can gain the confidence in order to better support your children with raising reading 
standards.  The children benefit from one to one peer support from well trained older students. 
  
We are also going to be supporting a school and orphanage in Malawi this term. We will be making 
donations from our own resources that we no longer use or just do not have the room to store with 

the help of our treasurer, Steve. 
  
If you are a school that has lots of parent helpers, please remember we do have our ‘Parent Helper’ 
training which is based on the training that our reading mentors receive. We also have the parents’ 
workshop too called ‘Ready to read’ which is presented to parents of children that would like to 
support their children at home. 
If you would like further information on our extended services then please contact us at 
abctoread@btconnect.com or take a look at our detailed website. 
 
 

 
We are delighted to have been nominated for a ‘Thames Valley Business & Community Award’. The 
awards are to recognise and celebrate businesses, charities, and individuals that have made an 
outstanding contribution in the region. The Awards ceremony will be held on 31st January so we will 
let you know how we get on! All profits raised on the evening are donated to the 3 selected 
charities. 
  
We are aware that some of the schools that we are currently supporting are still waiting for an 
additional trained volunteer. We would like to assure you that we are working very hard in trying to 
find suitable volunteers to be trained and who also live in ease of access to your school. We are 
attending numerous volunteer recruitment fairs and we will be in contact with you as soon as we 

have a volunteer available.   



This term we will also be taking part in the Maidenhead Community Book Festival  targeting in 
particular the middle to the lower end of the literacy spectrum, for both young and old. This will 
complement World Book Day, normally celebrated annually in the UK on the first Thursday in 
March. Many local schools already hold special events during the first two weeks in March to 
celebrate and encourage reading of books. The intention is now to extend this celebration to 
children outside school hours / days and to adults, particularly parents of school children, and to 
hold some activities outside of the schools’ premises too.   
  
Thank you to all of you who included our volunteers in your end of term plays and concerts. Some of 
our volunteers were overwhelmed with the kindness of your schools which makes them feel so 
valued and a part of your team.  This, in turn, ensures that the volunteers stay with the charity which 
means more of your children are supported with their literacy. 
 
 
Sending our best wishes to you all for the new year and new term ahead. 
 


