
 
 

School Bulletin - June 2018 
 
Dear all, 
 
Now that we are on the countdown until the end of term, let’s hope that we see lots of sunny days! 
  
Thank you if you have already completed the school survey that we sent out to you in May: 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools-survey/ 
As a charity that supports children with their reading skills, it is important that we evaluate the 
outcomes and effectiveness of what we do. We would therefore be grateful if you could complete the 
form via the above link, so that we can pull together evidence of the impact on the children’s learning. 
 
The evaluation gives a positive picture of the benefits of our work each year. We will share this with 
you so that you can use it for any evidence needed for your school. We will use it to show funders 
what they help us to achieve and to share successes with our volunteers. 
I am grateful to the schools, which have returned these forms, and for the positive comments written 
by teachers. The more schools which participate, the better the quality of the data we can produce. 
One such comment given by a teacher at one of our participating schools: 
“My pupil has greatly benefited from his sessions. He has gone from ‘working towards’ to ‘exceeding’ 
in his reading and his writing is now at ‘age related’. Amazing progress”. 
 
Please ask the children’s teachers to complete one form for each of the children who have received 
ABC to read support over the last year. These evaluations are based on those children supported 
during the academic year 2017/18; even if a volunteer has recently left your school, we would still 
appreciate the feedback relating to the children they supported up until their departure. 
  
We appreciate that this is a very busy time of year for schools but would welcome your responses by 
Friday 22nd June. Many thanks for your participation.   
  
School invoices 
Thank you to those schools that have paid their contribution towards this year’s support.  We still have 
many schools that are outstanding with their invoice. This contribution helps towards the cost of 
recruiting, training, the resources and supporting volunteers, as well as paying their travel expenses 
where appropriate. Please note that we are reliant on your contributions in order for us to carry on 
with our vital and valued support and would appreciate the invoices being paid as soon as possible. 
  
Press release 
Do we have any schools that would be willing to have a press release published about the work we 
are doing in schools?  We are trying to update our stock of photos and are looking to obtain permission 
to have a photo of a volunteer with a child.  Please contact the office if you would like to have the 
media run a press release and are able to gain permission for us to use a photo of a child and volunteer. 
  
New Parent helpers! 
Welcome to the new parent helpers at St Mary’s.   

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools-survey/


“It was wonderful to be able to host another session of ABC to Read - training our volunteer 
readers to work with children in our school. @ABCtoread  
Thank you, Paul Dieppe for inspiring us again” - St Mary’s Primary School, Slough 

 

 

  

 

  
Sharing for our friends at Reading Lions Club: 

  

 

  

Reading Lions Club is running Poster and Poetry 
competitions for 7-13-year olds. 

Poster competition theme is Kindness Matters. Separate competitions for 
Years 3/4, Years 5/6 & Computer Aided Design plus an International 

competition for 11-13 year olds. 
 Closing date for entries: 1st October 2018. 

Poetry competition theme is Homelessness.  
Group 1 for Years 3-6 & Group 2 for Years 7-11. 

Closing date for entries: 1st November 2018. 

  

For more information and to register your interest please contact Sarah Kidd-May, Youth 
Officer, Reading Lions Club at sarahkiddmay@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/ABCtoread


 

  
  
FREE WORKSHOPS 
We do have funding available to assist you with raising literacy standards – if you would like us to run 
a workshop to show your parents how they can support their children at home or would like a 
workshop run to your own parent helpers then please contact us at 
abctoread@btconnect.com.  Please take a look at our website where you will be able to see the 
content of these workshops. 
  
VOLUNTEER SURVEYS 
Each year we carry out a Volunteer Survey to ensure that our volunteers have a positive experience 
within schools and with ABC to read.  Some of our volunteers would appreciate a little more 
interaction or feedback from the teachers that they are working with and we have suggested that they 
share email addresses with the teachers that they are supporting so that you are aware how each 
session is progressing.  It was pleasing to read that the majority of our volunteers are really enjoying 
their time in schools.  A couple of comments below: 
  
“It is a real pleasure working with not only the ABC staff and volunteers but also the children. I'm very 
happy to have found such a lovely environment in my old age! 
The support and friendship given to me is brilliant” 
  
“I have thoroughly enjoyed mentoring all three of my year two students this year! The best moment 
for me was when two of my students understood what they were reading and actually chose to read 
rather than play games - this was a momentous occasion for me particularly as one of the students 
hated reading!  Thank-you for giving me the opportunity to learn and grow in this reader-mentoring 
role - this was my first year doing the mentoring. I was very impressed with how well organised the 
whole experience was from start to finish.” 
  
“Every session is different, but the one that sticks in my mind is when my 'very reluctant reader' was in 
such a rush to be first to see me and had brought along a photo/story book with pictures that included 
him and his brother in London visiting 'Shrek'. This was a breakthrough as he was always very reluctant 
to be with me.” 
 
“My best moment was when one little boy who could not remember the same word from page to page 
and would not read if he could help it, came back after full term break and we had a 'light bulb' 
moment. He is now reading better than ever before, chooses reading before games, and (trumpet 
voluntary) he reads every evening at home to mum.” 
  
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 
I would also like to thank you for inviting your volunteer along to your own staff safeguarding refresher 
training and to remind you if you have yet to run your refresher training then please remember to 
invite your volunteer along too. 



  
We are taking more of a part in community involvement. This includes running workshops to parents 
within the community to show them how they can support their children at home. We will also be 
supporting staff at the local libraries and children centres. 
  
NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
Our volunteers will be asking the teachers this term whether they will be supporting the same children 
after the summer break. It would be a good idea to identify the children that will be requiring their 
support in time for the return to school. Please also encourage the teacher to share their email/phone 
number with the volunteer to advise of any changes to the sessions throughout the year. 
  
AGM - date reminder - 28th June 1030-noon with Cas Lester as a speaker.   
It is vital that you RSVP to the invite along with details of your car registration, which was sent out to 
you at the start of this term, so that we can cater for refreshments and ensure car parking is available. 
  
We wish you an enjoyable summer break and look forward to supporting you in September.  

 

  

 


