
 
 

School Bulletin - March 2018 
 
Dear all, 
 
The Easter holidays seem to have crept up on us very quickly so we just have a few updates for you 
before we break up. 
  

▪ New volunteers - We are aware that some of our schools have been waiting a long time for a 
volunteer but please be assured that we are doing our very best in trying to recruit suitable 
volunteers. If you are able to assist us in our recruitment campaign by placing a flyer on your 
school notice boards in view of parents then please let our office know and we can email or 
post a flyer out to you. 

 
▪ Evaluations - We will be sending out our school evaluations during the Summer term and it is 

vital that these forms are returned to us showing the impact that we have on the children that 
we are supporting. This enables us to ensure that not only do our volunteers hear about the 
wonderful work they are doing, but also ensures that we are able to receive grants for our 
work in the forthcoming year.  
As well as helping the schools we support achieve results and make best use of valuable 
resources, our scheme also enables our volunteers to help every child achieve their potential. 
Here is a comment received from one of our Reading schools: "the child went from being a non-
reader in Year 5 to being a competent reader in Year 6. Having quality time with an interested 
adult helped this and he enjoys the time with the volunteer." 

 
▪ Making volunteers feel valued! - Thank you to those of you who make our volunteers feel 

valued members of your team – it’s something that our volunteers really appreciate! Thank 
you also to those that include the volunteers in your own ‘safeguarding refresher training’. 
Please remember to invite your volunteer along if you have any upcoming safeguarding 
training courses. 

 
▪ AGM - We are holding our AGM on the 28th June, 1030-noon, with speaker Cas Lester, an 

author who worked in children's television dramas with CBBC. She developed and executive-
produced programs including Jackanory, Muddle Earth, The Magician of Samarkand, Big Kids, 
and The Story of Tracy Beaker. Cas has personal experience with dyslexia and will be sharing 
her knowledge with our volunteers.  You are welcome to come along and invites will be sent 
out shortly. 

 
▪ Christmas Card competition - Please see the attached flyer! Our volunteers will be working 

on entries with the children that they are supporting as part of engaging with them during 
their sessions. We hope to be able to come into the winning child’s school, with a local author, 
to present them with their prize and we will make contact with the school to advise. Please 
take note of the dates and we look forward to seeing all of the entries come into the office. 

 



▪ Ready to read workshop - We still have funding left to run workshops to parents of the schools 
that we are supporting.  Our Ready to read workshops will give the parents the confidence to 
support their children at home with literacy.  If you would like us to run a 2-hour workshop 
from your school then please contact us at abctoread@btconnect.com  
Here are just a couple of comments from some of the parents we have trained and who help 
out at their children's school: 
"Very rewarding training - thank you!" 
"Excellent course - I would recommend to my other parents" 
"Session fun and rewarding" 

 
Jackie Willson aka Harry Potter, an ABC reading mentor at Thatcham Park Primary, embracing World 

Book Day despite the school being closed due to the bad weather! 
 

▪ Snowy weather - Some schools did make contact with us to advise that they were closing 
during the snowy weather, thus enabling us to contact our volunteers. Thank you very much 
for considering your volunteer’s trip into school.  Please note however that the office is not 
always manned so some of the messages were not passed on to the volunteers.  Your school 
office should have the volunteer’s contact details so that you are able to contact them directly 
should a volunteer not be needed for any particular session.  Could you please check that the 
school office has these forms as they are handed over during the introductory visits into 
schools.  
It is also good practice for the teacher to share their email address with volunteers so they 
can be advised of any changes to sessions or any other communication requirements relating 
to the volunteer’s sessions with the children. 

 
▪ Fundraising day - ABC to read will be holding a joint fundraising Fun Day at Harris Gardens on 

12th August with Reading Mencap, please come along and support us.  
Harris Garden provides an important amenity for all, giving pleasure to an increasing number 
of visitors, staff and students. It provides facilities for teaching, conservation and recreation. 
The garden is situated on the Whiteknights campus of the University of Reading about two 
miles south of the town centre. It was once the home paddock of the now demolished 
‘Wilderness’, a Victorian house which was built in the remains of a famous landscape garden 



created at White Knights by George Spencer, Marquis of Blandford (later 5th Duke of 
Marlborough) between 1798 and 1819. 

                                                  
 

 
For your information the ABC to read office will close on Tuesday 27thMarch and will re-open on 
Tuesday 17th April. We would like to wish you all a happy Easter and hope you enjoy a well-earned 
break! 
   

                                                           
 


