
 
 

 
Hi all, 
 
IT’S OUR 15

TH
 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 

 

 
 
To celebrate our 15th birthday, the charity hopes to help a record number of children develop a love of reading to enhance 
their lives. Plans include supporting a school and orphanage in Malawi by setting up a library, as well as the launch of our 
new service which is a Reading Buddy workshop in secondary schools, training sixth form pupils to support younger ones, 
thus improving literacy attainment and school cohesion.   
 
ABC to Read's model of assigning a one-to-one volunteer mentor to work with children identified by their schools as 
struggling most with their reading, is achieving excellent results with 97% of the children who benefit from an ABC to 
Read mentor improving in their attitudes towards reading. The result comes from the charity’s most recent annual report, 
which also highlights that 93% of the youngsters working with them have improved in their reading accuracy. 

The benefits of good reading and comprehension extend beyond the classroom, demonstrated by the 92% of respondents 
who said their children’s general self-confidence and self-esteem had increased thanks to the time spent with 
their ABC to Read mentor. Many of the schools assign their pupil premium to provide an ABC to Read mentor, investing in 
childrens’ broader wellbeing.  

Odette Moss, who has been a volunteer mentor with the charity since its beginning, commented: 

"My experiences since retiring and working fifteen years for this organisation have been the most rewarding and satisfying 
of my varied career. I have learnt so much about the lives of children today; some of their stories are a little sad, others just 
like to talk to you as they are often lonely. When you go into your class to collect your child and all the pupils shout 'Can we 
come too' you know the work you are doing is worthwhile and that you are giving children a better future of fun, learning 
and imagination."  
 
Thank you to our patron, James Carter, for producing a verse for us to help with us marking our milestone! (see attached) 
 
To help us with our milestone, do we have any schools that have contacts with former pupils that we have supported, in 
particular around 2004/5/6?  It would make a wonderful story if we could find out how our support had an impact with 
their learning and future. 
 
PARENT HELPER & READY TO READ TRAINING 
We have expanded our vital services to training your own Parent Helpers and training Parents in order for them to be able 



to support their children at home. The Ready to read course is to give parents the confidence and the basic skills to help 
them support their children’s reading at home and so enable them to achieve success in early years and later 
education.  Due to the funding that we have received we are able to offer this course to you for £10 per parent that you 
send along to the course which can be held within your school at a time to suit for 2/3 hours.  Our Parent Helper course is 
designed to train your own parent helpers to ensure that they have the skills required to help children to succeed and 
enjoy reading with The course is over 2.5 days and is interactive, and uses a range of activities to help volunteers 
understand how they can help children to succeed and enjoy reading.  The course is based on our own model where 
volunteers go into schools twice a week and spend half an hour with each child, working with three children over a 
complete year.  The children that they work with are usually those that are underperforming in their reading and need 
confidence building. We also cover safeguarding and confidentiality.  We ask schools for a donation towards the course of 
£50 per helper. 

If you feel that our charity can be of support to your school then please do not hesitate to contact me further. 

 

 
We welcome Parent Helpers at St Marys Primary in Slough-enabling a further 50 children to be supported 1-1 this school year.  What a 

wonderful team! 

 

 
 
To have been nominated and to make the finals was amazing but we did not win, huge congratulations to DEBRA, the 
national charity working on behalf of people affected by Epidermolysis Bullosa. It was a wonderful evening at Thames 
Valley Business and Community Awards. 

 
We are delighted to inform you that we have also been shortlisted for ‘Charity of the Year’ at this year’s Pride of Bracknell 

Forest Awards! A ceremony will be taking place on 15 March at Royal Military Academy in Sandhurst. 

 
MAIDENHEAD’S BIG READ 



As mentioned in our last newsletter we are very proud and excited to be one of the sponsors of the first literary event in 
Maidenhead: ‘The Big Read’ https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/gallery/maidenhead/140439/new-reading-festival-to-launch-

in-maidenhead.html. This is a photo from the amazing first weekend of Maidenhead's Big Read. What a great turnout and 
fantastic to see everyone getting involved, picking up books and creating some amazing characters in the illustration 
workshops. Thanks to all our authors, illustrators and presenters, as well as all the amazing volunteers, who gave up their 
time to make this event happen and be a part of the steering group and supporting the different sessions. 
 
Take a look at the new website for full details: https://www.maidenheads-big-read.org.uk/ 

 
Maidenhead’s Big Read 

 
You may be interested in a programme recently broadcast on Radio 4: 'Why Can't Our Children Talk?'  It sums up why we 
need to help so many children and why talking is of such value. You can listen here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/player/m0002bmv 

 
AWARD FOR OUR WOKINGHAM BOROUGH VOLUNTEERS 
Our Wokingham Volunteers were recently officially recognised for their outstanding commitment and contributions to the 
area in the Wokingham Borough Mayor’s Roll of Honour. 

 
Volunteers Mike & Corrisande receiving the Roll of Honour from the Mayor 

 
SAFE & SOUND 

We are in the midst of renewing our Safe and Sound governance kite mark. For those of you who are not fully aware of 

what the kite mark means, Safe and Sound is a new quality award that is locally relevant and credible. It was developed as 

an aid to give charities the confidence that they have reached a good level of governance. It can be used to highlight any 

gaps in the group’s composition and procedures. The aim is to see that trustees have relevant safeguards in place to 

protect themselves, the charity and its beneficiaries and that it has given due consideration to its core responsibilities. 

Reading Borough Council will be looking for organisations to have achieved the Safe and Sound or an equivalent award 

when they consider funding applications. 
 
PUPIL SURVEY 
We will be sending our annual Pupil Survey to schools in June. This is a simple form schools complete in respect of each 
child who has received ABC to read support during the year. Results will be analysed by the office and we look forward to 
reporting on feedback in the autumn. 
 
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 
We are aware that it is normal practice for safeguarding training to be updated every three years. Whenever you refresh 
the safeguarding training of your own staff and/or volunteers, either by means of a training event or online, please invite 
our volunteer(s) to take part, ensuring that they are updated every three years or in line with your own requirements, 
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whichever is the shorter. We have contacted all our volunteers to ask them, wherever possible, to respond positively to 
such invitations from you. 
 
SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Towards the end of March you will receive your annual invoice for the ABC to read volunteer/s at your school. Please 
remember schools are not paying for the volunteers’ time which everyone gives so generously. They are paying towards 
the ABC to read service and the contribution covers only a portion of the charity’s costs; the remainder we seek from 
grants and donations. In spite of our success in seeking other funding to support our work in schools, we remain reliant on 
your contributions in order for us to carry on with our vital and valued mission. 


