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The impact our volunteers have in your 
schools! 

I am sure you have now all seen the won-
derful impact that our reading mentors have 
had within your schools from our evaluation 
document in the last school bulletin.  If you 
have yet to see the latest results then please 
take a look at our website under the School 
Evaluations tab 
(http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools/school-

evaluations/).  We would like to thank those 
of you that took the time to complete the 
forms in order for us to evaluate the impact 
that we have as a charity. These are a cou-
ple of examples of the wonderful feedback 
we received from you: 

“It has helped her to develop confidence, 
both in reading and speaking.” 

“Thank you for making a difference to her 
learning.” 

Workshops available for your 
school 

Our funding this term, has allowed 
us to put on many parent work-
shops for free, the Ready to read 
workshop has been put together, 
showing parents within some of the 
schools that we support how they 
can support their children at home.  
Some of you are already aware that 
as part of our literacy campaign we 
have now expanded our services to 
train school's own Parent Helpers, 
for those schools that already have 
their own army of volunteers.  The 
course is interactive and uses a 
range of activities to help your vol-
unteers understand how they can 

help children to suc-
ceed and enjoy learning.  Depending 
on our own fundraising success we 
may ask schools for a contribution 
towards the courses.  The infor-
mation relating to our additional 
services is available on our website:  

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/
schools/ 

“Really useful – particularly parents 

sharing their ideas.  Great to hear 

that different children learn differ-

ently and this is understood by 

schools – especially how boys learn.” 

“This course was very useful and in-

formative” 

“This child had missed a lot of school due to ill-
ness.  She was keen to read but we always strug-
gled to give her enough time to thrive.  ABC has 
allowed her to have more confidence in herself as 
well as making fantastic progress with her read-
ing.”   

“She has become more communicative as the 
year has progressed.  Your sessions have helped 
develop her confidence and use of the English 
language.”  

Please have a look at this video showing the real 
impact our volunteers can have: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoOYANOOoJA 

What our results do not record is the ‘added value’ of 

our volunteers. Some of our volunteers go on to 
paid roles in schools, others become school gov-
ernors and many more contribute to the wider 
life of the school by getting involved in trips and 
visits, school plays and musicals, or contributing 
another of their many skills and talents. 
If one of your volunteers has contribut-
ed to the wider life of school then 
please let us know. If you don’t know if 
your volunteer has a skill or talent that 
might be useful, it’s time to get to know 
them better! 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools/
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoOYANOOoJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoOYANOOoJA


 

ABC to read ‘Buddy workshop’ 

As a charity, we have been looking into oth-
er ways that we can support children with 
their reading.  We are very fortunate to 
have experienced trainers from the training 
and education sector as trustees and volun-
teers so we have piloted ABC to read’s Bud-
dy Workshop which is aimed at young peo-
ple supporting other young people with in-
spiring results.  We are offering training to 
be held in secondary schools, this is a way of 
improving literacy attainment and school 
cohesion by training older pupils to support 
younger ones for whom reading is a chal-
lenge.  

“It was very insightful and has made me see 
more ways in which children can learn. “ 

“The course was very good and I have a 
better understanding now!” 

“The course was of a high standard and 
would definitely recommend it to others.  I 
have learnt a lot!” 

Newly trained volunteers 

We have been working hard on our volun-
teer recruitment this term and have 
trained many new volunteers.  These vol-
unteers will be placed into those schools 
who have been waiting for a trained volun-
teer for some time but if you require an 
additional volunteer within your school 
then please do not hesitate to contact the 
office or your fieldworker. 

Communication with your 

volunteer 

Our volunteers have been re-
minded to check with you as to the date they 
should restart their volunteering sessions after 
the school holidays and to try and speak with the 
teachers regularly.  It would be useful if teachers 
could share their email address with the volun-
teer should there be any reason that a volunteer 
is not required for a certain session due to school 
plays or other activities especially during the fes-
tive season, or just generally being able to com-
municate about the child and their sessions. 

We are finding it very difficult to communicate 
with some of the schools that we are supporting 
and have found that some of these schools do not 
know why a reading mentor is in the school and 
do not make the volunteer feel part of their 
school team. This is a constant challenge for us, 
especially when trying to receive or share infor-
mation.  We have noticed this particularly in 
schools that appear to have a fast turnover of 
staff.  We have therefore suggested to the Field-
worker that they make a point of trying to speak 
with the teacher, headteacher or Senco on each 
visit into school.  If a school contact is not availa-
ble to speak then the Fieldworker will leave a 
“calling card” with any specific notes on for the 
school to respond to. 

If you no longer wish to receive our 

communications then please advise 

us abctoread@btconnnect.com  

We would like to wish you all a peaceful 
Christmas and look forward to supporting 
you all again in the New Year. 


