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Our impact this year; celebrating 15 years
In 2018 we acheived
• Harnessed the skills of our volunteers and took
part in further fundraising and events including
recruitment fairs
• Developed our online social network and
connected with more followers
• Staff took part in learning and development on
topics such as Management and Leadership
• Enaged with young people and introduced our
Buddy Workshop
• Introduced more flexibility in our volunteering
role allowing more people to support children
• Wokingham volunteers received Roll of Honour
by Wokingham Borough Mayor
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• ABC to read Reading Volunteers were
recognised for making a difference to the town
at a celebration with Reading Volunteer Awards
• Trained more parents to support the schools
that their children attend
• Ran workshops for parents showing them how
they can support their children at home
• Created Every Child a Reader video showing
our evaluations
• Sponsored the first literary festival in
Maidenhead called The Big Read
• Set up Paypal and Amazon Giving
• Took part in a Summer Reading Challenge
with The Reading Agency and Wokingham
Libraries
• Introduced a Refer a Friend Scheme for our
volunteers
• Donated unwanted stock of books and games
to help with children’s education in Malawi
• Were nominated for a variety of awards
including being a finalist for Children and
Young People Now Awards and
Bracknell Pride Awards			
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“We have ended the
year with great energy
and it is all thanks to all
of our staff, volunteers,
partner schools and
supporters that this year
we are able to celebrate
our 15th birthday. In a year with long term
implications for the economic foundation on
which all charities operate, everyone at ABC
to read should be proud of what they have
achieved. To help in these changing times
we have developed other ways of providing
literacy support to children and making
sure that we are meeting the needs of our
volunteers and schools. Moving forward
we must address challenges in addressing
demand, where we have many schools
waiting for volunteers, supporting schools
in difficult financial times and extending our
reach to more children through recruitment
of new volunteers. As always we need
support across Berkshire and look forward to
growing ABC to read in the coming year.”
Marcia, CEO

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018

Pupils and Teachers
comments about
their experiences
with ABC to read
“He absolutely loves going
out to read with [volunteer]
and gets very excited. His
confidence in reading has
improved as a result of
this focused time with an
adult.” John
“[Volunteer] is a really nice
lady and really helped me
to read.” Emily
“She has thoroughly
enjoyed working with the
volunteer. They have great
fun together…She has
become more confident
when reading out loud to
a partner, group or in a
class.” Mr H
“It’s been lovely to see
them so enthusiastic when
they are reading with
[volunteer] and to hear all
about their sessions when
they come back.” Dr S
“This child’s confidence
with reading and other
areas of the curriculum
has improved greatly. He
has become a much more
positive member of the
class and positive towards
his work.” Ms R
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ABC to read... the first 15 years
Why ABC to read is a valuable service
Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their
life. As a child they won’t be able to succeed at school, as a young adult
they will be locked out of the job market, and as a parent they won’t be
able to support their own child’s learning. This intergenerational cycle
makes social mobility and a fairer society more difficult.
People with low literacy skills may not be able to read a book or
newspaper, understand road signs or price labels, make sense of a bus
or train timetable, fill out a form, read instructions on medicines or use
the internet.
Low levels of literacy undermine the UK’s economic competitiveness,
costing the taxpayer £2.5 billion every year (KPMG, 2009).
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Sharing books and having fun is a central element of our support
to schools and children. The National Literacy Trust asked 42,406
children and young people aged 8 to 18 about book ownership. One
in eleven (9.4%) children and young people said they do not have a
book of their own at home, rising to one in eight (13.1%) children from
disadvantaged backgrounds. Of these children, those who receive free
school meals, boys of all ages and teenagers are the most likely to say
they have no books of their own at home.
The research also found that children who say they own a book are
15 times more likely to read above the level expected for their age
than their peers who say they don’t own a book (28.8% vs 1.9%) and
are four times less likely to read below the expected level (12.9% vs
48.1%).

ABC to read’s one-to-one reading support is proven
to help improve the reading attainment, selfconfidence and enjoyment of reading of children
who are struggling or reluctant readers
In the last school year we helped over 500 children in 70 Berkshire
schools through the help of approximately 120 volunteers.
This year we are urging more people to become reading mentors in
2019 to not only help transform the lives of children who struggle to
read but also to discover how being a volunteer can positively change
their own lives and significantly improve their wellbeing.
A large proportion of our volunteers join us after retiring and having
the opportunity to go back to school and become part of the school
community again can be a wonderful experience.
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“This child’s concentration
and communication levels
have improved during the
period of ABC volunteer
work…[child]’s attitude
to learning, confidence
and self-esteem have also
improved.” Ms B
“This child is extremely
shy when talking to adults.
I have seen her become
more confident and her
reading has increased in
confidence, accuracy and
she is showing greater
comprehension skills.”
Mr G
“This child was good at
decoding words but had
poor comprehension
skills. He has improved
the quality of his oral and
written comprehension
answers.” Mrs J
“[Child] was keen to
read but we always
struggled to give her
enough time to thrive.
ABC has allowed her to
have more confidence in
herself as well as making
fantastic progress with her
reading.” Mr D
“[Volunteer] gave children
a great enjoyment of
books. They would usually
be reluctant to read to an
adult in school but would
really enjoy their time with
[volunteer].” Dr A
“It’s great! I always wanted
to go first…I think my
reading has got much
better.” James

The Chair’s observations
Just over 15 years ago the Berkshire branch of National charity Volunteer
Reading Helper (VRH) was faced with closure due to difficulties attracting
sufficient funding for what was deemed an affluent county.
Many of us at the time felt this to be wrong and were determined to carry on
the work our volunteers were doing especially those in Slough, Reading, and
Newbury. It was decided that a new charity should be formed and carry on
the work.
A board of Trustees was set up to run this proposed charity. Two Headteachers, one from Slough and one
from Reading, were asked to join this board of trustees. I was one of those and Mike Edwards was the
other and we are both still committed and active trustees of the Charity 15 years later.
Around 60 of the former charity’s volunteers, 2 staff members, a new committed board of Trustees and
most of the schools worked together to establish the new charity “Assisting Berkshire Children to read
(ABC to read)” with the support of Martin Salter MP for Reading West, Fiona MacTaggart the MP for
Slough and other interested supporters.
Assisting Berkshire Children (ABC) to read’s mission then was to work with schools, families and other
agencies to assist Berkshire children to read confidently, at a level that would maximise their life chances
before they left primary school. The work of the charity was funded through a mix of school contributions,
local authority grants, and grants from trusts and other organisations.
The charity grew steadily with on average 100 volunteers working in 50 schools supporting around 300
children each year.
As time went by funding the service gradually became more difficult. The economic situation at the time
meant there was less money available from trusts and other grant-making organisations to go round and
unfortunately local authority grants began to be withdrawn. This situation caused financial worries at the
time. The general economic situation had an effect on the charity, both positive and negative, with a
growing awareness of the benefits of volunteering and funding from grants more difficult to obtain.
ABC to read was well regarded and it was having a very positive impact on the children. It had an active
and committed board of trustees and a committed band of volunteers. Its training of volunteers was
highly rated and the ongoing support was valued by the volunteers and it managed to weather the
economic downturn.
In 2012 we were very lucky to engage the services of our present CEO Marcia Rowlinson who brought
new life and expertise, especially in marketing, to the charity.
Since then ABC to read has thrived and has been awarded:- the Queens Award for Voluntary Service,
Safe and Sound Governance Award and Investing in Volunteers Award, It continues to deliver a good
service to schools, valuing our volunteers, ensuring financial stability and where possible, expanding our
services. In 2018 over 500 children benefited from our volunteer support. We had 130 active volunteers
in 70 schools. Our mission continues to focus on transforming children’s lives by working with schools,
families and the children themselves to provide high quality support in developing literacy skills and building
self confidence thoughout Berkshire.
Paul Dieppe,
Chair of Trustees
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I have been an ABC to read volunteer since
November 2004 and have worked with many
children over the years. It is such a joy to
see a child’s reading ability and confidence
grow and to help turn a negative attitude to
reading into a positive one, which leads to an
increased enjoyment in reading.
There are a number of particularly
memorable children with whom I have
worked who have gone from strength to
strength, including one of the first children I
had, a boy in Year 3, who had missed school
because of a serious illness and needed help
to catch up with his peers. Others include
a girl whose self-confidence grew along
with her enjoyment in reading, a boy whose
love of reading greatly increased and gave
him real pleasure and another girl who was
sure she would never read very well, but
with help and some nurturing, made a great
improvement and far exceeded her own
expectations.
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Assisting a child to improve their reading
and build up their self-confidence is a
step towards them attaining their desired
qualifications and their chosen career. The
ability to read well opens up so many
opportunities in life and helping a child to
achieve that is a great thing to be able to do.
Being an ABC to read volunteer also
presents the opportunity of being a consistent
adult in a child’s life, and in my experience
the children really look forward to your visits
and enjoy the time spent with you. It means
a lot that you are devoting that special time
to them alone and this can also help to build
up their self-esteem.
I believe that the value of ABC to read’s
work in schools is important and farreaching, helping to equip children with
some of the necessary skills to achieve their
goals in life. I find the time I spend at school
each week enjoyable and rewarding and feel
privileged to volunteer with ABC to read.
Cilla
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15 years in figures
180,000 volunteering hours
7,500 children supported
150 schools supported
£1.6m Equivalent cost of
support from paid Teaching
Assistant £.6m
One of our Patrons, James
Carter, kindly wrote a verse for
ABC to read to celebrate
15 years
ABC?
They’re who you need To help support your child to read!
Now it’s their anniversary That’s 15 years of literacy!
500 readers every year
Let’s give ABC a cheer!

Trustees (as at 31st March 2017)

Patrons

Mr Paul Dieppe (Chair)

James Carter				

Mrs Pauline Harper (Deputy Chair)

Julie Cohen					

Mr Stephen Smith (Treasurer)			

Dan Freedman		

Mr Mike Edwards

Accountants			

Mrs Jenny Cooney
Mr Joseph Lally		
Mr Adrian Meldrum
Ms Tehmina Chaudry			
Mrs Claire Herriott 		

Our area

C F Limited, 20 Woods Road, Caversham,
Reading RG4 6NA				

Bankers
Lloyds TSB, National Clubs & Charities Centre,
Sedgemour House, Deanegate Avenue, Taunton
TA1 2UF

The map shows the areas that ABC to read covers.
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Our vision
Every child a reader, with the self-confidence and
skills to make positive life choices and contribute to
their wider community.

Our mission

• Monitoring the effectiveness of our
intervention by using an annual survey, regular
questionnaires and verbal feedback from
stakeholders.
Additionally the Charity also supports children’s
reading by:

To transform children’s lives by working with
schools, families and the children themselves to
provide high quality support in developing literacy
skills and building self-confidence.

• Training parents to support their children’s
reading skills;

We do this by:

• Support younger ones for whom reading is a
challenge.

• Engaging with schools to identify pupils who
need individual support with reading;
• Attracting, selecting and training volunteers to
work with those pupils;
• Monitoring the effectiveness of volunteers
working with pupils;
• Working with schools to increase the
effectiveness of our intervention at home;

• Providing training to parent helpers to support
pupils with reading.

Future plans:
• Identify new funding streams;
• Establish more reading mentors in schools
where children need our support;
• Build new partnerships
• Build new relationships with local businesses.
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ABC to read
St Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road, Reading RG30 2TA (for sat nav RG30 2TD)
0118 9511336
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