
We have been nominated for a Cultural Award 
in the category of Best Education Project! 

May 2019 
ABC TO READ NEWSLETTER 

Dear all, 

Thank you again, for those of you that took part in this year’s Maidenhead Big 
Read, the first literacy festival that we were able to sponsor and be a part of.  
Overall the festival was a great success and grew bigger than what was imagined 
for the first year with lots of support from authors, illustrators and our own vol-
unteer storytellers although the level of participation from schools and the local 
community was not as high as we had expected so hopefully will be better sup-
ported next year! 

 

 

 

MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We are appealing for your help in assisting us with 
the recruitment of volunteers! If you belong to an organisation or regularly fre-
quent a coffee shop, library  or garden centre, can you please take one of our 
flyers for a notice board.  Let us know and we can post some out to you or our 
fieldworkers will have some on them. For those of you that use social media 
please follow us and share our posts Facebook @abctoread2 Twitter 
@abctoread.  We have many children waiting for our volunteer support. 

We trained quite a few new volunteers last term so please look out for our new 
volunteers at events and offer any advice and a friendly face to welcome them to 
ABC to read.  As we’ve said above we do still need more new volunteers and 
word of mouth is always the best recommendation, do you know someone that 
would like to volunteer? Please feel free to invite them along with you to your 
coffee mornings.  Please also let us have suggestions of places to advertise? 

ANNUAL REPORT 

Our annual report for the past year is now finalised and celebrates the successes 
of our previous year, not forgetting that the next year is about to start, and that 
the work never stops! We are eternally grateful to everyone who has supported 
us in our mission to transform the lives of children who are struggling to read 
and we appreciate your efforts more than you know. 
Our report is a great way to remind our donors and volunteers that although 
we’ve made incredible progress together, there is still a lot of work to be done 
and ABC to read will require help more than ever over the next year: Click here 
to read our Annual report 

SCHOOL CONTACTS  

As some of you are aware, it can be quite diffi-
cult to keep on top of the changes with our 
staff contact within schools and it can be hard 
for us to engage with them on a regular basis.  
In order to help with communication in 
schools and for our volunteers to feel a part of 
the school team, could you please share any 
positive feedback from your sessions with the 
school teacher.  You can obtain the teacher’s 
email and drop them an email or email the 
reception and ask them to pass on your feed-
back to the teacher that you work with.  It 
would be useful if you could copy in your field-
worker on any email communication that you 
have with the school. This will then help us 
gain acknowledgement from the teacher and 
help with our own evaluations of our work. 

In order to help with improving our contact 
with schools fieldworkers will be arranging to 
drop any books that you require, in addition to 
those that you have collected from the book 
exchanges and coffee meet ups, directly into 
your school as opposed to bringing them to 
your homes so that we are able to gain more 
presence within the school. 

END OF YEAR SCHOOL EVALUATIONS 

A reminder that our annual evaluation survey 
will go out to schools this term. It is an oppor-
tunity for schools to inform us first-hand how 
the service is benefitting their children. We 
always enjoy receiving schools’ responses and 
feeding back to volunteers. 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/annual-report.pdf
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/annual-report.pdf


We were very sad to hear about the sudden death of one of our volunteers, Les 

Phipps.  He died recently and peacefully at the age of 88 and had a wide variety of 

appointments as a Cold War fighter pilot.  He invested his vast experience and tal-

ents in work for charities and was a wonderful and dedicated volunteer with ABC 

to read.  A private family funeral was held in March. 

 

SUSAN BELGRAVE MBE 1925 - 2019  

 We were sad to learn of the recent death of Susan Belgrave, founder of Volunteer Reading Help and the inspiration for ABC to 

read.  

Susan worked as a School Care Worker in the 1960s and became aware of the value of a friendly 

non- authoritarian figure in helping to sort out children’s problems. Seeing the value of friendship 

and encouragement on the one hand and the lifelong limitations imposed by poor literacy on the 

other, Susan resolved that something could be done to encourage young children into reading. 

Whilst living in New York she had come across the New York School Volunteer Program, and it was 

this model that inspired her to set up Volunteer Reading Help in London in 1973.  

It’s objective was to provide London primary schools with trained volunteers to encourage reluctant 

children to enjoy reading. As a new idea, Susan and her small band of helpers had to work hard to 

persuade schools to try the service but, once they began to see the impact, demand grew. Susan 

always recognised that it was, and still is, the volunteers who achieved its growth by demonstrating 

to initially sceptical teachers the value of their work.  

Volunteer Reading Help (VRH) soon became a national charity, but in 2016 they closed several county branches which were uneco-

nomic to run. This is when ABC to read was set up, as well as Dorset Reading Partners  and ARCH Oxfordshire, all running as inde-

pendent charities to continue operating Susan’s proven model. VRH meanwhile re-branded as Coram Beanstalk , for which Susan 

was President, and continues to thrive. Susan was  an incredible woman in so many ways; at the  age of 93 she was a regular  at her  

yoga class, was  learning Russian, and had just a few years ago embarked on a horse-riding journey across Kazakhstan. She leaves 

behind a tremendous legacy, and we shall always be grateful to her for that.  

ABC Trustee, Pauline, and Fieldworker, Lindsey, will be going along  to Coram Beanstalk for her memorial service. 

EASY WAYS TO DONATE TO ABC 

Amazon Smile is a great way to support ABC to read every time you shop online, at no extra cost to you. Amazon Smile is a website operated 

by Amazon with the same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.co.uk. The difference is that when you shop on Amazon Smile, 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) from your eligible purchases::Click here to 

shop on the Amazon Smile website 

Paypal donations If you would like to make a donation to ABC we have a PayPal button onto our website: 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/support-us/individual-donations/ When a successful donation is made, the visitor will be taken to another 

page to confirm and say thank you. 

Old, spare or foreign coins of any age, mobile phones and inkjet printer cartridges We can receive money for any of these items so please 

drop them into the office, give to your Fieldworker when you see them or contact Lee-Ann in the office. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=amazon+smile+uk&hvadid=80058222491436&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvqmt=e&tag=mh0a9-21&ref=pd_sl_2uvm5h74x4_e
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=amazon+smile+uk&hvadid=80058222491436&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvqmt=e&tag=mh0a9-21&ref=pd_sl_2uvm5h74x4_e
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/support-us/individual-donations/


RESOURCES 

Clare, our Wokingham and Bracknell fieldworker, has made a purchase of a CD based on the Reading and Thinking books that were ordered for 
our recent volunteer workshop and are very good for those volunteers who are asked to work with children and their comprehension.  The CD 
has come as a recommendation from one of our own volunteers.  This has been uploaded to our website under Volunteer Resources where 
you can print it, otherwise please ask us in the office and we can print and post out to you.     

SUMMER TERM 

The summer term will soon be upon us!! The summer 
term is always a busy one in schools with lots of 
events and trips organised for the children. It is a 
good idea to ask at school, or check the school web-
site and newsletters, for any dates that may affect 
your children. You may even like to volunteer to help 
on the trips!! It is always a good idea to add a note to 
your diary at the end of term to find out when your 
school would like you to restart with them in Septem-
ber.  

We do hope that you will all be staying with us next 
year. If you do decide to leave, however, it is very 
important that you give us at least one term’s notice 
so that we have time to recruit and train a replace-
ment reading partner and ensure continuity for our 
schools and children.  

AGM 

We look forward to seeing you at our AGM this year 
on 27th June. Our AGM this year will be based on our 
15th year as ABC to read, where we will be sharing 
memories! Invites with more details will be sent out 
shortly. 

WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 
  
Firstly, we would like to welcome our many new faces to our volunteer 
team and we hope you enjoy your time with the children and find it re-
warding: 
Keith Abeynayake, Jane Amin, Richard Burrows, Kelly Butler, Barbara 
Fuller, Pauline Grainger, Tina Grant, Harrie Hayward, Terry Huggins,  Sally 
Hurst, Navjeet Khosa, Kerry Lerski, Tess Marsh, Donna Mody, Clare Odds, 
Claudine Pound, Louise Pullen, Vivian Smith, Richard Steward, Rosemary 
Westbrook, Audrey Wood 
  
We hope you are settling into the new term, please feel free to advise 
your fieldworker if you have any issues. 

  
Congratulations to the following volunteers…this term you will have 

supported us for:  

1 years’ service: Yvonne Aubrey, Kamla Bhogal, Sarah Bickley, Naznin 

Damani, Dianne Heathcote, Hugh Lansley, Teresa Parkinson, Katherine 

Rzysko 

3 years’ service: Susan Rosier, Linda Duke 

5 years’ service: Pamela Leinster 

10 years’ service: Ann Wason 

12 years’ service: Ann Derbyshire, Ron Stone, Shirley Kennedy 

Once again, thank you all for your support and dedication to ABC to 

read’s achievement and we look forward to another successful year with 

you all. 

READING SESSION IDEAS 

We have taken some ideas from our friends at Dorset Reading Partners who held a recent volunteer workshop where they shared some of 
their wonderful ideas which we would like to pass onto you. 

 

We love to see poems being used in reading sessions. They can be short and therefore not too daunting 
and they can also have rhythm and rhyme. However, a poetry book might not appeal to some children. 
We thought we could try presenting them differently, such as in a Poetry Pot. Simply print off various 
poems, roll them up and present them in a pot as a lucky dip.  

 

 

Another idea on offer was to present a Mystery Book to the reader. Books can be placed in a bag for a 
‘lucky dip’ or wrapped up, with a clue or description on the label, for the child to choose.  

 

 

OFFICE CLOSURE— MAY HALF TERM  HOLIDAY 

The office will be closed between 23rd May - 3rd June 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications 

then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 


