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Dear all at , 

As a charity that supports children with their reading skills, it is important that we evaluate 
the outcomes and effectiveness of what we do. We would therefore be grateful if you could 
complete the Pupil survey forms that we recently sent to you, as soon as possible. We 
enclosed a stamped addressed envelope to make it easier for you to return. Alternatively, 
there is also a link on our website to complete the questionnaire: 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools-survey/  

We are looking forward to receiving the completed surveys in order to be able to share with 
your volunteers the impact that they are having with the children they are supporting.  

 FEEDBACK FOR YOUR TEACHERS In order for us to be able to provide you with further 
information on the impact that our reading mentors are having with your children, we will 
be sharing the Fieldworker Visit Sheet with our school contact. Your ABC Fieldworker visits 
your volunteers during their sessions to ensure that they are providing the school with a 
good service and that children are benefitting from the support with their mentor. We 
record all of our visits to help us with our own monitoring and evaluations and feel that this 
will also be of a benefit to the teacher so that they are more aware of what is happening in 
the children’s sessions. Volunteers will also be providing information via email to the 
teacher that they are supporting, as quite often it is difficult for the volunteer to do so on a 
face to face basis whilst teachers are in class.  

 

 ABC ANNUAL REPORT Ahead of our AGM in June, ABC to read have also produced their 
Annual Report showing the impact and achievements that we have had this year 
(http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/annual-report.pdf). It 
celebrates the successes of our previous year, not forgetting that the next year is about to 
start, and that the work never stops! We are eternally grateful to everyone who has 
supported us in our mission to transform the lives of children who are struggling to read. 

 

 NOMINATION! We are pleased to advise that we have been nominated for a Cultural Award 
in the category of Best Education Project!  
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 FREE OF CHARGE WORKSHOPS! We do have some funding left from this year which will 
allow us to support you further with our Extended Services free of charge. Please take a look 
at our website to find out other ways that we can support you and your children with 
reading. In short, we offer workshops that we run to parents showing them how they can 
support their children at home; workshops for your own army of parent helpers enabling 
them to gain the confidence to mentor children with reading; and workshops to older 
children such as 6th Formers so that they can buddy up with their younger peers in feeder 
primary schools or Year 7s so they can help with the lower school.  

 

 SUSAN BELGRAVE MBE 1925 - 2019  

 

We were tremendously sad to learn of the recent death of Susan Belgrave, founder of 
Volunteer Reading Help, and the inspiration for ABC to read. Susan worked as a School Care 
Worker in the 1960s and became aware of the value of a friendly non-authoritarian figure in 
helping to sort out children’s problems. Seeing the value of friendship and encouragement 
on the one hand and the lifelong limitations imposed by poor literacy on the other, Susan 
resolved that something could be done to encourage young children into reading. Whilst 
living in New York she had come across the New York School Volunteer Program, and it was 
this model that inspired her to set up Volunteer Reading Help in London in 1973.  

Volunteer Reading Help (VRH) soon became a national charity, but in 2016 they closed 
several county branches which were uneconomic to run. This is when ABC to Read in 
Berkshire set up as an independent charity to continue operating Susan’s proven model. 
VRH meanwhile re-branded as Coram Beanstalk, for which Susan was President, and 
continues to thrive. She leaves behind a tremendous legacy and we shall always be grateful 
to her for that.  



 NEW VOLUNTEERS We are aware that some of our schools have been waiting a long time 
for a volunteer but please be assured that we are doing our very best in trying to recruit 
suitable volunteers. If you are able to assist us in our recruitment campaign by placing a 
flyer on your school notice boards in view of parents then please let our office know and we 
can email or post a flyer out to you. We have a new volunteer training taking place in July.  

 

 SUMMER TERM The summer term is always a busy one in schools with lots of events and 
trips organised for the children. We do advise our volunteers to ask schools if there is any 
change to dates that may affect them coming into school. If you are aware that a volunteer 
will need to change their dates then please speak with them to save them a wasted trip into 
school.  

 

 RETURN TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER Our volunteers will be asking the teachers whether 
they will be supporting the same children after the summer break and it would be a good 
idea to identify the children that will be requiring their support in time for their return to 
school as well as to encourage the teacher to share their email/phone number with the 
volunteer to advise of any changes to the sessions. Volunteers will have Special Certificates 
to present to the children that they have been supporting at the end of term. 

Thank you to you all for your continuing support, we look forward to reading your pupil surveys and 
wish you all a good end to this school year! 

 


