
BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 16th September 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church 
Hall, 94 Cranbury 
Road, Reading RG30 
2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 17th September 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town 

Council Chamber, 

Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF  

WINDSOR - 16th September  

10.30-12pm Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

WOKINGHAM - 18th September 

10-11.30am Wokingham Library 

(downstairs room), 

Denmark Street, 

Wokingham RG40 

2BB  

July 2019 
ABC TO READ NEWSLETTER 

Dear all, 

As you know, the service ABC to read provides to Berkshire prima-
ry schools is unique in this county. There are other charities offer-
ing a similar service in other parts of the country; for example, 
Oxfordshire has ARCH, Dorset has Dorset Reading Partners and 
other areas of England are covered by Coram Beanstalk (formerly 
Volunteer Reading Help). We all provide fully vetted, trained and 
supported volunteers to schools. Some of us have come across an 
organisation called School Readers causing confusion and com-
plaints. Their offer is entirely different as it is the school’s respon-
sibility to carry out DBS checks, training, support and to provide 
resources for their volunteers who listen to children read. To 
avoid confusion, please make sure you always wear your ABC to 
read lanyard and badge when in school. 

 

We know ABC to read has an enormous impact on the lives of 
both children and the volunteers who support them, and we are 
looking for more inspiring stories to include in our publicity mate-
rials. How has becoming an ABC reading mentor changed your 
life? What impact has it made on the children you are working 
with? Do email us with your stories please. We can anonymise 
them if you prefer. 

 

In order for the charity to be able to support more and more chil-
dren this year, I would like to raise the scope of fundraising and 
the recruitment of new volunteers.  I would like to set a task!  
Could you please think about anyone that you know who runs a 
business associated with children, education, reading within 
schools and connect me to them?  They might run a bookshop, a 
sports club, dance school.  I am putting together packages ena-
bling sponsorship of children and schools, as well as volunteering 
opportunities and partnerships. 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING! 

Tuesday 3rd December 

We know it seems such a long way off 
at the moment, but we wanted you to 
pencil the date in before diaries fill up 
with lots of Christmas events! Venue: 
Hilton Hotel, Reading. More details to 
be confirmed nearer the time! 



VOLUNTEER SURVEY 

We do like to ensure that our volunteers gain a positive experience with ABC to read and do value our volunteers’ 
opinions.  We have attached our annual survey for your completion.  Please complete and return to us.  You will also 
be able to find the survey on our website and are able to complete and submit it directly to us 
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers-survey/ 

OUR 15TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

As part of the charity celebrating its 15th anniversary, we have made presentations to several of our partner 
schools - Coley Primary, Lynch Hill Primary & Oakfield Juniors - who we have been working with since the day we 
started! We were able to present certificates and new books to add to their libraries.  

 

 

Will you share your story? 

Museums Partnership Reading, a collaboration between Reading Museum and The Museum of English Rural Life, 
are taking part in “Let’s Get Real”, an annual project where heritage institutions are getting together to explore 
how to convey the values of cultural institutions through digital platforms.   

Sheila Fisher, Volunteer Coordinator, wants to create short videos that celebrate volunteers’ stories from in and 
around Reading, for distribution through social media.  The videos would be focused on an individual’s story, 
where the values of volunteering shine through.   

This could also benefit ABC to read, as it may help attract new volunteers to the charity, which we very much need, 
as well as help to raise our profile.  If you would like to be a part of this project, could you please email Shei-
la.fisher@reading.ac.uk to arrange a meeting over the summer to hear your story. 

AGM 

Thank you to all of you that came along to our AGM. You 
are all critical to the success of ABC to read, whether that 
it is as a reading mentor, trustee, trainer, volunteer, staff 
member or supporter. The AGM took place in a wonderful 
setting next to the river and we had some inspirational 
speakers, as well as shared memories from some of our 
volunteers that have been with us for over 15 years.  We 
were also able to recognise and present awards in our 
15th year marking the occasion as a memorable one. 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers-survey/
mailto:Sheila.fisher@reading.ac.uk
mailto:Sheila.fisher@reading.ac.uk


 

OFFICE CLOSURE— SUMMER HOLIDAY 

The office will close on 22nd July and will re-open on 4th September 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

Thank you on behalf of the schools and the children that 
you are supporting…. you are making a real difference to 
the childrens’ ability and confidence. Reading is improving 
and confidence is increasing. We would like to wish you all 
a very restful and hopefully sunny summer, please remem-
ber to mention that you will be back after the summer 
term. 

REMINDERS 

Please remember to let your school and children know if you cannot make one or your ABC to read sessions in 
school. Many of the children we work with are very vulnerable and they do look forward to your regular visits. 
Schools do say that it can be disruptive when sessions are missed, and children can feel let down. If you are go-
ing on holiday during term time, please do remember to tell the children you are working with as well as inform-
ing school staff. Please also let your field worker know. If you can, please offer to make up missed sessions. Just 
a reminder also to please keep your DBS certificate in a safe place as schools often ask to see these. 

Despite continuing to buy new games we always seem to be short of them in the office. When you return to 
school please look through your book box and if you are not using any of the games please pass them back to 
your fieldworker so that others can enjoy them. 

The summer term is always a busy one in schools with lots of events and trips organised for the children. It is 
always a good idea to ask at school and check the website and newsletter, for any dates that may affect your 
children. You may even like to volunteer to help on the trips! It is always a good idea to add a note to your diary 
at the end of term to find out when your school would like you to restart with them in September. You will prob-
ably work with new children and ‘child details forms’ can be requested from your fieldworker. We hope you find 
the Special Certificates rewarding when presenting them to your children at the end of term, if you do not have 
these then please request them from your fieldworker or the office.  


