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Dear all, 

We hope you have had a wonderful summer and are fully recharged. We would like to welcome all 

the new schools that are participating in our scheme and look forward to supporting you in the 

coming year. 

It was lovely to hear that some of our volunteers were able to go along to the childrens’ end of year 

plays and parties held within schools. It is so important that our volunteers are able to engage with 

the teachers and staff within our schools as it makes the volunteers feel part of the school team. 

 Pupil survey form (http://www.abctoread.org.uk/schools-survey/)  - We would be grateful if you 

could return the Pupil Survey Forms that we sent to you last term.  As soon as we have these back 

then we can share with you the impact that our volunteers are having in your schools as well as carry 

on with the vital fundraising that we need to do in order to carry on with our support to you.  The 

survey results also help us to let your volunteer know how much they are appreciated in your school 

as some of our volunteers do not receive any feedback about their sessions and the feedback they 

receive makes them feel that their roles are worthwhile in their community and ensures they receive 

a positive volunteering experience. 

In the meantime, we would like to share some of the comments that schools have made about their 

volunteers: 

“The volunteer has been fabulous with her communication with us, discussing the child’s difficulties 

and finding ways to support him.  We have seen an improvement with his attitude.“  

“I have enjoyed going to the ABC volunteer.  She has made me feel more confident in my reading and 

she has made me feel as though I could read anything!” 

“The gentle encouragement and support from the volunteer has been invaluable – she also takes 

such a personal interest in the pupils she spends time with. “  

“I love spending time with the volunteer each week – it has especially helped me to sound out and 

understand the ‘big words’.” 

“The child has thoroughly enjoyed his sessions with the volunteer this year.  I have noticed a huge 

increase in his confidence with regards to his reading – thank you! “ 
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 Charity updates - This term, the trustees will be reviewing our Confidentiality, Data Protection and 

Storage policies, all of which are available on our website.  We will also be renewing our Investing in 

Volunteer Award. 

The charity is also in the process of changing over from a ‘registered charity’ to a ‘registered CIO’. A 

big motivation for making the change is limited-liability protection. Trustees at unincorporated 

charities are liable if the charity collapses and might have to cover any losses greater than the 

charity’s assets. As a CIO, trustees are protected from this outcome, you will see no change at all in 

the way we operate and run as a charity, apart from our registered number will be different once 

the process is fully complete. 

 15th Anniversary celebrations - As the charity celebrates its 15th anniversary, we have made 

presentations to our partner schools who we have been working with since the day we started! 

Coley Primary School and Nursery, along with several others, receiving their certificate and new 

books to add to their library; some wonderful community schools to be supporting. 

 

   

2 of our schools receiving new books for their school libraries. 

 AGM - Thank you to all of you who came along to our AGM. You are all critical to the success of 

ABC to read, whether that it is as a reading mentor, trustee, trainer, volunteer, staff member or 

supporter. We had some inspirational speakers and were able to recognise and present awards in 

our 15th year! 



          

 

 Charity nomination We are delighted to advise that ABC to read have been shortlisted for ‘Group 

of the Year Award’ by Slough Council for Voluntary Service.  The awards are a way of celebrating 

those in the community who have contributed the most and the winners will be presented at a 

celebration dinner in November. 

 

 Summer book hunt - We were thrilled by how successful the book hunts were that we took part in 

within Reading area over the summer.   The idea is to get more youngsters reading by encouraging 

them to hunt for books, which are hidden by others and accompanied by a special handwritten note. 

Once completed, they are then re-hidden to be enjoyed all over again.  We assisted in setting up a 

social media group and had over 300 families join in, taking photos of their children re-hiding the 

books that they had found.  It was delightful to hear that these hunts were happening throughout 

the county. 

We look forward to another successful year and would like to thank you for all of your support. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further support or questions. 

 

 


