
BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 16th September 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 
94 Cranbury Road, 
Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 17th September 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WINDSOR - 16th September  

10.30-12pm Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

WOKINGHAM - 18th September 

10-11.30am Wokingham Library 

(downstairs room), 

Denmark Street, Wo-

kingham RG40 2BB  

September 2019 
ABC TO READ NEWSLETTER 

We hope you all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to a 
new academic year.  

Again, we are on a recruitment drive to recruit many more volunteers.  If 
you are in a position to help us by placing a flyer at your local supermar-
ket, group that you attend or library then please let us know so that we 
can arrange for a flyer or two to be sent to you.  Word of mouth is our 
biggest source of recruitment so please remember to let friends and 
family know about us - thank you for your ongoing support in raising 
literacy standards across Berkshire. 

We were thrilled by how successful the 
book hunts were that we took part in 
within the Reading area over the sum-
mer.   The idea is to get more youngsters 
reading by encouraging them to hunt for 
books, which are hidden by others and 
accompanied by a special handwritten 
note. Once completed, they are then re-
hidden to be enjoyed all over again.  We 
assisted in setting up a social media group and had over 300 families join 
during the holidays taking photos of their children re-hiding the books 
that they had found. 

It was lovely to hear that some of you were able to go along to the chil-
dren’s end of year plays and parties held within schools. It is so im-
portant that you engage with the teachers and staff within your schools 
as they will often make you feel part of their team. 

This term, the ABC trustees will be reviewing our Confidentiality, Data 
Protection and Storage policies, all of which are available on our website.  
We will also be renewing our Investing in Volunteer Award and may call 
upon some volunteers to be part of an interview group. 

The charity is also in the process of changing over from a registered char-
ity to a registered CIO. A big motivation for making the change is limited-
liability protection. Trustees at unincorporated charities are liable if the 
charity collapses and might have to cover any losses greater than the 
charity’s assets. As a CIO, trustees are protected from this outcome, you 
will see no change at all in the way we operate and run as a charity, 
apart from our registered number will be different once the process is 
fully complete. 

We are delighted to advise that ABC to read have been shortlisted for 
‘Group of the Year’ Award by Slough Council for Voluntary Service.  The 
awards are a way of celebrating those in the community who have con-
tributed most, and the winners will be presented at a celebration dinner 
in November. 

If you have any old or foreign coins left over from your holidays, remem-
ber that we take in all coins and obsolete currency to help with our fund-
raising. 

UNABLE TO ATTEND A  

BOOK EXCHANGE? 

Please remember that if you are not able 
to make the book exchanges to swap 
books, then advise your fieldworker who 
can arrange to bring some books of your 
choice along to your school or at your 
termly get togethers.  You are also wel-
come to pop into the office and look 
through the resources that we store there 
or make use of your local library or charity 
shop.  Many libraries will let you take out 
more books than the general public if you 
advise them that you are a volunteer with 
ABC to read.  We can reimburse any ex-
penses incurred. 



VOLUNTEER SURVEY 

Thank you to all of you who have completed our Volunteer Survey.  For those of you that have yet to complete it, can 
you please do so by clicking on http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers-survey/ 

It does make a pleasing read that the majority of our volunteers enjoy their role with ABC to read and experience great 
pleasure working within their schools. 

Any additional comments that you have made to improve your experience have been taken into consideration as we do 
value your opinions. We do have a couple of responses to some comments that were made.  It was mentioned on a few 
occasions that it would be useful for others to be certain that when they select a game to use from the book exchanges 
that they are in working order.  Before you bring any games back to the book exchanges could we ask you to check that 
they are in order and complete.  If you do find any games that are not complete, then please throw them away. 

Some of you also mentioned that you are not receiving feedback about how you are having an impact in the schools 
that you are working in.  We do ask schools to complete a survey once a year which is towards the end of the academic 
year, and we are able to share those with you once they are returned.  It is an exercise whereby we have to spend lots 
of time chasing the schools in order to receive the feedback, but please feel free to ask your teachers directly for any 
individual feedback.  Your Fieldworker will be copied in on any of your evaluations that we receive as long as they come 
in to the office with the volunteer’s/school’s name on them. We will also be able to share the overall evaluation results 
with you all shortly.  

In the meantime, we would like to share some of the comments schools have made about their volunteers: 

“The volunteer has been fabulous with her communication with us, discussing the child’s difficulties and finding ways to 
support him.  We have seen an improvement with his attitude.“  

“I have enjoyed going to the ABC volunteer.  She has made me feel more confident in my reading and she has made me 
feel as though I could read anything!” 

“The gentle encouragement and support from the volunteer has been invaluable – she also takes such a personal inter-
est in the pupils she spends time with.“  

“I love spending time with the volunteer each week – it has especially helped me to sound out and understand the ‘big 
words’.” 

“The child has thoroughly enjoyed his sessions with the volunteer this year.  I have noticed a huge increase in his confi-
dence with regards to his reading – thank you!“ 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

Gretta, Mary-Ellen and Lindsey (right) taking part in the Slough Wind-
sor and Maidenhead Initiative 

Thank you for helping us become more visible in our town centres and 
showcasing our activities and contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Wall (left) receiving her longstanding/outstanding service award at 
school due to not being able to make the AGM – 15 YEARS! 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/volunteers-survey/


WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 

We would like to welcome some new members to our volunteer 

team who will be joining their schools this term. We hope you 

enjoy your time with the children and find it rewarding, please 

feel free to advise your fieldworker if you have any issues. 

Cheryl Brookes, Molly Denton, Helen Frangoulis, Kate Hardcastle, 

Sue Harrison, Caroline Jones, Lynn Sorrie, Jan Wilson  

Congratulations to the following volunteers…this term you will 

have supported us for:  

1 years’ service: Sheryl Alsford, Ivan Baverstock, Ghazala Butt, 

Katisha Carter, Sarah Degiorgio, Sue Fricker, Natalie Lambden, 

Julia Marlow, Katie Mayo, Punitha Rajasekaran, Usha Sannanja, 

Stephanie Seigne, Patricia Taylor, Mary Thompson, Mary-Ellen 

Yarossi... 

OFFICE CLOSURE— OCTOBER HALF TERM  

The office will close on Thursday 24th October and will re-open on Tuesday 5th November 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnnect.com 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 

Christmas coffee morning - 3rd December 2019 

We will be having our Christmas coffee morning on 3rd December, 10.30 – noon, with a guest speaker.  
Our speaker will be James Minter.  He is a writer of humorous fiction for the inner child in all adults and a 
writer of traditional children’s stories which teach positive values. This is an informal opportunity for our 
volunteers to come together and share a coffee and a mince pie together before the end of the term. 
The coffee morning is to be held at the Hilton Hotel in Reading, as it is proving to be a popular location 
for most and does not come at a cost to hire the room as we are fortunate to only have to pay for the 
refreshments! Invites will be sent out and we look forward to seeing you there.  

Volunteer workshop - 10th February 2020 

We have secured a room at The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Reading on Monday 10th February 2020 for our Volunteer Workshop. 
This year’s theme is based on bringing books to life and invites will be sent out nearer to the time.  

A SESSION SHARED...One of our volunteers shares with us a typical session: 

“I have been using the local libraries for books, partially because it is more convenient but also to support them. I use the 
school's supply of books as well. Thus far, pen/pencil/colouring pencils/felt tips and paper, occasionally scissors and glue, have 
been very successful. They are used for creating arts works which incorporate words, speech bubbles, stories, letters, greeting 
cards etc. We also use them to play word games (hangman, create a self-portrait using similies etc) or to follow folding instruc-
tions (e.g. making airplanes, paper fortune tellers). The children enjoy when I bring in newspaper clippings and we discuss the 
photo/article. I have used an array of post cards to play the memory game and for the pupils to compose a short letter to a 
friend/family member. They can be used as a topic for discussion as well - about art, geography, people etc. 
 
Often the children have concentration problems and games with various pieces can be quite distracting. They do like puzzles, 
mazes and optical illusions.“ 

… 

3 years’ service: Corrisande Bicknell, Michael Bicknell, Susan 

Cane, Dawn Jones, Linda Parsley, Diana Parr 

5 years’ service: Bert Clough, Sheila Craig, Tony Finn, Robert 

Holder, Jo Jelowitz, Clare Meldrum, Jean Sinclair, Martin Wills, 

Lilian Wylie 

7 years’ service: Hester Casey, Gretta Flint  

10 years’ service: Liz Stockwood 

15 years’ service: Margaret Wall, Jenny Cooney, Cilla Godfrey 

Once again, thank you all for your support and dedication to 

ABC to read’s achievement and we look forward to another 

successful year! 


