
BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 14th January 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 
94 Cranbury Road, 
Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 14th January 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WINDSOR - 13th January  

10.30-12pm Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

WOKINGHAM - 15th January 

10-11.30am Wokingham Library 

(downstairs room), 

Denmark Street, Wo-

kingham RG40 2BB  

November 2019 
ABC TO READ NEWSLETTER 

Dear all, 

We were delighted to have been shortlisted for the 
SEGRO Community Award. Mary-Ellen Yarossi, our 
reading mentor from Oakfield First School, kindly 
went along to the conference to represent ABC to 
read. 

We will, again, be sponsoring the Maidenhead Big 
Read which will be taking place 28th February to 
8th March in venues around Maidenhead town 
centre.  There will be interesting presenters, best-
selling authors, a reading zone, bookshop and book swap.  If you would 
like to help us at the event then please contact us in the office, or Lind-
sey Livingstone, East Berkshire Fieldworker. 

Do you have any contact with a local company?  

Many well-known corporate social responsibility 
companies are larger, more established business-
es with the comfortable means to give back to 
society. Companies benefit from volunteering 
with charities but as a charity we would benefit by being able to recruit 
more volunteers, gain more funding and more exposure as well as build 
stable partnerships so if you know of anyone working for a company that 
has a CSR policy then please pass on details to Marcia. 

Safeguarding training is of the utmost importance within ABC to read 
and the responsibility of every volunteer, staff member and trustee. We 
ask all volunteers to attend a refresher session on safeguarding every 3 
years. The training can be carried out within your schools or online, how-
ever if we are aware that you have not carried out any refresher training 
in the last 3 years and you would prefer not to do an online refresher to 
go along to your school’s training then please advise your fieldworker so 
that we can organise a session. 

This term the trustees will be reviewing and adopting a ‘Whistleblowing 
policy’ and we will also be reviewing some of our marketing material.  
Whilst we are in the process of changing over to a CIO, whereby the reg-
istered charity number will change, it is a good opportunity to gather 
ideas from external professionals to find out if we can improve our 
leaflets. When the charity number changes we will have to re-print all 
marketing material to show the new number.   

We look forward to attending the Slough Awards Evening on 15th No-
vember.  We will receive a certificate and find out the overall winners of 
each category.  We have been nominated for ‘Group of the year’ for our 
volunteers who make an exceptional and outstanding contribution to 
Slough. 

As we near the end of 2019, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you so much for all of your hard work and help over the last year. 

Volunteer recruitment 

Lindsey and our volunteer Gretta helping 
us with our volunteer recruitment cam-

paign and leafleting around Slough!  If you 
would also like to assist with our recruit-
ment of volunteers, please let us know as 

we have many more vacancies to fill. 



‘Expanding children’s horizons’ - by one of our reading volunteers, Hester  

*Hester will also be sharing her ideas at our next volunteer workshop in February 

 

The SENCO has often said that the children she has selected for me are ones who need their horizons extending. She 

hopes that through books and discussion they can get some of this stimulation they don’t have at home. They don’t get 

taken to the seaside, museums etc or get much conversation. 

I feel I have had to think this one through for myself, but any extra training or ideas about how to do this would be very 

welcome. 

Here is how I have tried to deliver this using non-fiction books: -  

- History of Inventions of toilets, phone, etc – discussion of what was life like before and after 

- Dramatic weather events, volcanos etc 

- Strange animals, disguises, creepy crawlies 

- Books involving travel and discovery which can prompt us to make up a packing list of clothes and equipment if we 

were going there ourselves, looking at maps etc. 

- Secret codes book, then tapping out morse codes and spelling your name backwards etc and deciphering some 

code puzzles  

- Real life mysteries by Susan Martinau. Her publisher said he was going to send some free copies to ABC as I found 

it so popular with the children. This is a book which has a full page spread about yetis, super powers ,curses etc, 

and then follows with a page about the facts and pros and cons to enable you to come to your own conclusions. 

This promotes lots of discussion and makes them feel grown up. It’s a book they would find hard to read alone 

but with support they love it. 

N.B. there is a brilliant page in an Usborne puzzle book (which I have at the moment) which helps a child follow the 

points of a compass. I am planning to copy this in colour and laminate it for me to keep and use before returning it to 

the ABC book store. 

 

(right) A snap of our 'Rural Types' Coffee Morning, at Cobbs at Englefield. 
A lovely, buzzy atmosphere, with volunteers swapping tips and ideas 

 

 

 

 

(left) Part of our extended services to ensure more children in Berkshire have the opportuni-
ty to gain a life skill is to run workshops to school’s own parent helpers.  It was fabulous to 
be training the next group of volunteer readers at St Marys Primary School in Slough, guid-
ed by Paul Dieppe. The school feel so lucky to have lovely parents who are giving up their 
time to help all children  If you are aware of any of your schools having an army of parents 
reading with children then please let the school contact know of the added support we can 
provide 



WELCOME NEW STARTERS! 

We would like to welcome some more new members to our volunteer team who have joined us since September. 

We hope you enjoy your time with the children and find it rewarding, please feel free to advise your fieldworker if 

you have any issues. 

Karen Heffer, Caroline Rathmell, Sheila Jones, Anne Bolton, Christopher Hamblin, Samantha Daniels, Channing Wil-

son, Stephanie Christie, Megan Hales, Richard Ashton, Joy Jones, Vicky Wilson, Hollie McMordie 

OFFICE CLOSURE— CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  

The office will close on Wednesday 18th December and will re-open on Monday 6th 

January 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 

*Christmas coffee morning - 3rd December 2019 

Winnersh Suite, Hilton Hotel, Drake Way, Reading RG2 0DQ 10.30-noon 

We look forward to seeing you at our Volunteer Christmas Coffee Morning. Invites have been sent out 
but if you have not received one then please let us know or click here: http://www.abctoread.org.uk/
christmas-coffee-morning/ Our speaker is James Minter, a writer of humorous fiction for the inner child 
in all adults and a writer of traditional children’s stories which teach positive values.  

*Volunteer workshop - 10th February 2020 

Crowne Plaza River suite, Caversham Bridge, Reading RG1 8BD 10-noon 

The Volunteer Workshop in February will be based on expanding the children’s horizons through books and sharing some 
good ideas within group sessions 

We will have many new books and games for you to take away to use within your sessions.  We will also hear from a speaker 
who is the Chair of Federation of Children’s Books and a librarian at Leighton Park School.  She is an expert on non-fiction 
and how to share information books with children 


