
It was wonderful to see so many of you at our Volunteer’s Christmas Coffee Morning, it was 
so well attended. The raffle from the Coffee Morning raised £70 which we were able to have 
matched (funded by the Greenham Trust) giving us a total of £140 towards books for this 
year. For those of you that are interested in using the Activity Sheets from the ‘Billy Growing 
Up’ series that James, our speaker, mentioned at the coffee morning, here is the link: http://
billygrowingup.com/activity-book/4592245317  

We look forward to seeing many of you at our February Workshop, based on ‘Bringing Books 
to Life’. It is on 10th February at Crowne Plaza, Reading -  10-noon (invite to follow). 

Feedback from our Volunteer workshops is always very positive and we hope this will be re-
peated at the next one.   

Happy new year to you all!  

Call  for help!  

The time that you all dedicate to a child can change their entire life. 

Can you help us recruit more volunteers so that we can reach more children please? Do you 
have a local shop, doctor’s surgery etc where an ABC to read poster could be displayed? Is 
there an ABC to read poster in your local leisure centre, garden centre, Wilko, Homebase, 
Waitrose, Tesco, Morrisons, Sainsburys, Nisa? 

Do you belong to a reading group, choir, U3A or any group whose members may be interested 
in volunteering? Again, do please let us know – we are always happy to send out posters or 
leaflets 

Fundraising - Remember when you shop with Amazon and PayPal, you can select ABC to read 
as the charity to support, the company will make a donation to ABC to read at no cost to you. 

We also collect unwanted coins and printer cartridges. 

BOOK EXCHANGE 

DATES 

WINDSOR - 13th January 

10.30-12pm—Redwood 

House, 9 Queen Annes 

Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ  

READING - 14th January 

10-11.30am- St. Marks 

Church Hall, 94 Cranbury 

Road, Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 15th 

January 

10-11.30am—Thatcham 

Town Council Chamber, 

Brownsfield Rd, 

Thatcham RG18 3HF  

WOKINGHAM - 15th 

January 

10-11.30am—Wokingham 

Library (downstairs 

room), Denmark Street, 

Wokingham RG40 2BB  
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What are we working on at the moment?  

Renewing Investing in Volunteers Award 

We are coming to the final stage of renewing our award.  This is the UK quality standard for good practice in volunteer man-
agement and as a charity we feel it is a worthwhile investment for us to make to ensure that our volunteers have a positive 
experience whilst volunteering with ABC to read and we hope that you stay with us for many more years to come! 

Staff and trustees will be investing their time in a ‘Communication Workshop’ in order to gather input for a communications 
strategy for the charity during the New Year.  This will also include a review of the charity’s existing literature to ensure our 
message is consistent and appropriate for the purpose and audience. 

CIO Update- You should have all received the email about the charity being given a CIO status.  The process was very long 
with many regulations and requirements to follow but with a lot of hard work from our treasurer, Steve, we finally made it.  
Our charity number is now 1184968 and our bank details have also changed but all of our services and mission stay exactly 
the same.  If you do kindly donate to the charity can you please ensure that you contact the office for our new bank details. 

This term the trustees will also be reviewing the Trustee Recruitment Policies and adopting a Whistleblowing Policy. 
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We are sponsoring and helping out again this year for the festival taking place on 28th 
February to 8th March in venues around Maidenhead Town Centre.  If you would like to 
help out with storytelling or giving out some of our leaflets to help with raising our pro-
file, then please advise Lindsey Livingstone or the office.  For more information about 
the event please visit: www.maidenheads-big-read.org.uk 

Slough Voluntary Awards - we did not win but we were up against well 
deserving competition and received the ‘Highly Commended Group 
Award’. Eileen Liz and Lindsey attending the dinner and receiving the 
award. 

Again we have faced confusion with another organisation called Schoolreaders. This organisation is placing unvetted 
adults into busy schools to listen to children read rather than mentoring struggling children with reading. Unfortunate-
ly these volunteers are often confused with the wonderful volunteers that are recruited by ABC to read, and what they 
are giving to the children is a completely different service to what ABC to read mentors are providing.  Please remem-
ber to wear your ABC to read lanyards in schools to help save on any confusion.  If you do come across any Schoolread-
er information, can you please let the office know so we are aware of where they are focusing their support. 
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Confusion in schools  

Slough Voluntary Awards  

Maidenhead Book Festival  

What is Reading?  - Joanna Miller, Bloomsbury Publishing and the National Literacy Trust Poetry Prize winner 

It’s a ticket to a journey  

It’s the key to a door  

It’s the passport to a country  

That you’ve never seen before. It’s dinosaurs and dragons  

It’s rebels and robotics  

It’s pyramids and pirates  

It's hurricanes and hobbits.  

It’s animals and aliens  

It’s families and friends  

It’s wizardry and wonders  

It's beginnings and it’s ends.  

It’s living an adventure It’s travelling in time  

It’s walking in another’s shoes…  

In every word and line.  

GDPR  

Remember the importance of data protection. Please ensure that you do not identify individual children when 
chatting or discussing issues involved in your volunteering, especially important when in settings such as coffee 
mornings and social gatherings. The Information Commissioner’s Office has a useful website: www.ico.org.uk for 
further guidance.  

Thank you all for the work that you are 

continuing to do for the children in your area 

and for your continued loyalty and support! 

https://www.maidenheads-big-read.org.uk/

