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Assisting Berkshire Children to read 
   St. Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road 

Reading 
Berkshire RG30 2TA 

0118 9511336  
Email: abctoread@btconnect.com 

Dear all, 

Welcome back to the New Year and we hope all of you have had a lovely Christmas break. For those 
of you that are new to the ABC to read services here is a reminder: 

We are an award-winning charity with The Queens Award for Voluntary Service, Investing in 

Volunteers and many other local kitemarks. 

Our approach is based on evidence about what works best for engaging struggling and reluctant 
readers. It is cost-effective and can aid your reading improvement plans. We partner with all our 
education settings to understand the support each child needs to succeed with their reading and 
help develop packages of support that will work best in their setting. With our 1-1 reading support, 
each ABC to read reading mentor receives full training and on-going support. Our reading helpers 
create an unpressured environment, taking the time to get to know each child and are provided 
with brilliant resources to use in their sessions. 

We provide robust impact data showing children's 
progress and we take care of all DBS checks and 
safeguarding training. 

If you already have volunteers reading to children at 
school (whether they are parents, staff from local 
businesses, or teaching assistants) we can train them 
in the best ways to engage children with reading so they have the greatest possible impact. Our 
trainers bring a wealth of experience when they come to train your volunteers or staff.  We also run 
workshops showing parents how they can support their children at home along with workshops for 
6th formers so they too can support their peers all with the aim of raising literacy standards. 

 
 

 

 

 

A typical book that we love to use for our volunteers to kick start 

reading engagement for the children they support: 

You Choose - Pippa Goodhart /Nick Sharatt (author), Nick Sharratt 

(illustrator) 

You Choose is brilliant for engaging children. Every time you read this 
book with your child, a different experience unfolds as you pick 
different homes, outfits, furniture etc. It is a magical journey to 
inspire talking and discussion between the child and adult.   
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We are sponsoring the Maidenhead Book Festival again this 

year between 28th February-8th March with many activities 

located in the Nicholsons Centre, Maidenhead. We have a 

leaflet that we can send on to you called ‘World Book Day 

Ideas for Teachers’ as part of the festival and inspiring young 

readers. Please let us know if you would like a copy to help 

you out with World Book Day. 

IMPORTANT CIO reminder 

We are pleased to announce that ABC to read is now a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation).  

Since 1st January 2020 ABC to read has had a new charity number (which is 1184968) and our bank 

details have also changed.  The benefit of becoming a CIO is that it provides a better legal framework 

for our charity providing greater protection for our Trustees, staff and the schools that we support.  

Our services will stay exactly the same. 

    

 

We hope you have a good start to the new term and look forward to working 

with you in 2020! 

From all at ABC to read 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnect.com 

 

A couple of photos of the books we have donated 

to help with the setting up of a school library in 

Malawi which all arrived for Christmas. The 

teachers and pupils are very grateful.    

#meeting children's reading needs 
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