
 

 

Volunteer workshop 

It was lovely to see so many of our 
volunteers attend the Volunteer 
Workshop this week and listen to 
so many inspiring stories. We hope 
you managed to take away with 
you some useful tips and ideas. 

Our speaker, Chris, from The Feder-
ation of Children’s Book Groups 
made reference to some useful lists 
which you can either download or 
contact them directly to order book 
lists for free http://fcbg.org.uk/
booklists/ 

Chris also mentioned how useful 
Twitter is as a tool to gain further 
information about the latest books 
and tools discussed by many Book 
and Children groups.  If you do use 
Twitter, then please also make sure 
you follow us @abctoread! 

Ideas suggested for future work 

shops are; making Story Sacks for 
all years; and tips on managing ma-
nipulative children and emotions.  
These ideas will be considered for 
our next workshops. 

For information, there is a list called 
the Reading Well for Children list 
aimed at children between 7 and 11 
which explores topics from anxiety 
to bullying and staying safe online, 
as well as conditions including 
ADHD and ASD. This is free to ac-
cess from public libraries.  The list 
was put together to encourage con-
versation about feelings between 
parents, carers and their children to 
offer support.  For a full list of titles 
go to readingagency.org.uk, if there 
are any books that you would like 
to order based on the titles then 
please let us know in the office and 
we will aim to get some stock to 
try. 

 

BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 27th April 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 

94 Cranbury Road, 

Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 28th April 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WOKINGHAM - 28th April 

9.30am -12pm ‘Binfield Parish Council 

Room’ (in the same 

building as the Foxes’ 

Den Community Café)

Binfield Parish Offices, 

Benetfeld Road, Bin-

field. RG42 4EW 

WINDSOR - 29th April  

10-11.30am Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

February 2020 

Right: A wonderful example of how one of our volunteers, 
Hester, is bringing books to life with children that she is work-
ing with. ‘Temple of Zeus’ is from a book about Greek myths 
she was reading with the children and the cave is from the 
book “Stig of the Dump” . Aside from being lots of fun, bring-
ing books to life is an opportunity for children to work on 
reading comprehension; creative thinking; recognising letters, 
numbers, colours, shapes and patterns; listening; exploring 
social and emotional skills; sharing and taking turns. 

about:blank
about:blank


 

 

Recruitment help - Thank 
you! 

Thank you to all of our vol-
unteers who are giving the 
charity extra support in 
helping us out with events.  
Our volunteers are the best 

ambassadors for helping us 
with recruiting new volun-
teers as your passion and 
enthusiasm comes over 
when talking and encourag-

ing others to become in-
volved. 

We are hoping to join in 
another Speed Volunteer 
Recruitment Fair on 14th 
March in Thatcham. If we 
have any Thatcham volun-
teers who would like to be a 
part of the day then please 
let us know.  It is being held 
at the Baptist Church 10-
3pm. 

Do you know your way around Social-media? 

It is becoming increasingly important for ABC to read to pre-
sent its work and the impact that it has on the lives of young 
people and on the communities in which they live.  As the 
charity environment becomes more challenging, the require-
ments to use digital media and raise our profile further be-
comes a strategic imperative.  The charity needs to establish 
multiple channels of communication and engagement with 
individuals and groups and become more digital savvy!  This 
will help strengthen the brand of the charity and allow us to 
gain a stronger base of supporters.  Are any of you social me-
dia savvy?! 

Would you like to assist Marcia to represent ABC’s work with 
taking on Instagram? 

If you do use social media, such as Twitter and Facebook, 
could you please, like, share and engage with our posts. 

Perhaps you could assist us by making use of your own per-
sonal and external networks to help raise awareness of ABC to 
read? That could be by gaining new volunteers or sponsorship 
of our work. 

Perhaps you have Marketing and Business Plan experience 
and would like to review our plans for the year ahead? 

Investing in Volunteers  

If you have received an email about joining us on 
12 March to help with the renewal of our In-
vesting in Volunteer Award, then can you please 
advise as soon as possible to let us know that you 
are able to attend the Interview Day.  As a re-
minder, interviews will be in a group setting for 
40 minutes at St Marks Church Hall.  If you have 
not had an email/letter and would like to be a 
part of the process, then please let us know.  

School news 

We are very much aware that 
some of you still have difficul-
ties with the communication 
in your schools, in particular 
with the teachers of the chil-
dren that you are supporting.  
We are doing our very best to 
try and improve and encour-
age schools to communicate 
better with our volunteers 
and are currently reviewing 
some of our documents that 
we use with schools to remind 
them of the importance of 
communicating with us!  
Schools and teachers have 
very busy schedules and a 
high turnover of staff and 
sometimes the staff are not 
made aware of why you are 
there! 

If you are not able to speak in 
person with a contact at the 
school then please feel free to 
try and contact the teacher or 

headteacher via email and 
make them aware of the work 
that is happening in your ses-
sions, or you could try leaving 
a message at reception.  We 
are certain that the teachers 
would welcome some positive 
feedback about the children 
who you are supporting and 
this should in turn encourage 
dialect and improve on com-
munication. 

 

Important - Mobile phones 

More and more primary 
schools are regulating the use 
of phones and some are ban-
ning the use of phones in 
schools to help with the safe-
guarding of children.  Can you 
please, therefore, ensure that 
your phone is switched off in 
school and that you do not 
use it during your time allo-
cated with the children. 



 

 

Maidenhead’s Big Read 

Remember we are sponsoring the Maidenhead Big Read again as well as taking part in some of the events. It is taking place on 
28th February to 8th March. If you would like to find out about the wide range of activities, visit https://www.maidenheads-big
-read.org.uk/whats-on.html 

Thank you to those of you that are taking part in sharing stories! 

Would you like to be a Volunteer Mentor? 

Are you available to help with guiding, supporting and advis-
ing new or experienced volunteers who would like someone 
to compare experiences with? 

 

If so, then please contact your fieldworker to register your 
interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of photos of the books we donated to help with the setting up of a school library in Malawi which all arrived for 
Christmas. The teachers and pupils are very grateful #meeting children's reading needs 

WELCOME NEW STARTERS!  

We would like to welcome some more new members to our volunteer team who have joined us since January. 

We hope you enjoy your time with the children and find it rewarding, please feel free to advise your fieldwork-

er if you have any issues.  

Sumar Rahman, Kay Markides, John Grimes, Alison March, Nadia Boyes, Jadwiga O’Mahony, Helen Prosser, 

Debbie Gee, Susanne Lane, Lana Theodoulou, Susannah Massey, Marilyn Wallman, Vicki Robins  

We hope you all have a wonderful half term break. The office is closing today and will re-open on Monday 24th 
February. 

Fraud awareness 

You will, I'm sure, have noticed the pleasing nature of this year's date "2020" but it does open up a potential fraud.  Just a little 
tip: Make sure when you write the date this year you use the full year and don't abbreviate to '20'. It’s common when writing 
the date to use a format like “16/01/20” or “16/1/20”. However this does make it really easy to alter. For example, a contract 
may have an end date 16th January 2020, but if written 16/01/20 this can easily be altered to 16/01/2021 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnect.com 
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