
 

 

COVID-19  

Some of our Berkshire schools have 
had to close, although are now re-
opened, after ‘deep cleans’ over 
fears that pupils and staff members 
may have been exposed to the Coro-
navirus after travelling abroad dur-
ing the half term break. These were 
purely precautionary measures and 
we will continue to work with these 
and other schools during this diffi-
cult time. There is no indication that 
either site poses any risk to pupils or 
staff, but Head Teachers must satisfy 
themselves and their school’s com-
munities that they are doing every-
thing possible to keep children safe.  

Public Health England says it is not 
advising schools to shut and most 
people can continue to go to work, 
school and other public places.  

At this moment in time, you only 

need to stay away from public plac-
es if advised by the 111 online Coro-
navirus service or medical profes-
sional.  

As a charity, we will continue to op-
erate as normal. We take any re-
ports of illness or travel to and from 
affected areas very seriously and will 
make decisions based on expert 
advice to keep our volunteers, pu-
pils and staff safe. To put your mind 
at rest, you may like to contact the 
School secretary before you go into 
school to ensure all is well at the 
school. Should the situation change, 
we will immediately update you but 
in the current circumstances it 
would be nice for the children to 
retain as much continuity as they 
can. Our trustees will be putting 
together a contingency plan if things 
worsen and the government moves 
into the next stage. 

 

BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 27th April 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 

94 Cranbury Road, 

Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 28th April 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WOKINGHAM - 28th April 

9.30am -12pm ‘Binfield Parish Council 

Room’ (in the same 

building as the Foxes’ 

Den Community Café)

Binfield Parish Offices, 

Benetfeld Road, Bin-

field. RG42 4EW 

WINDSOR - 29th April  

10-11.30am Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  
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Right: Our volunteer, Jean Sinclair, admiring a won-
derful mural in the library at Evendons Primary 
School, created by a very talented parent! 

“I enjoy volunteering for ABC to read as it gives me 
the opportunity to come in and work with younger 
people. It’s joyful!” 

Investing in Volunteers Award—update 

Thank you to all of you who have offered to take part in the 
Investing in Volunteers Award process. The interviews will be 
taking place on 12th March then we will wait to hear the out-
come of the award renewal.  From the interviews that you all 
take part in, either in the church hall or on the phone, the 
information is then broken down into practices. This will 
identify any gaps within planning for management support, 
volunteer involvement, recruiting and matching volunteers 
and recognising volunteers. We look forward to being able to 
share the feedback with you soon. 

I know it has only been a couple of weeks since our last newsletter, but 
we are in a busy term with lots happening and we find it better to keep 
you informed with shorter letters rather than long ones with far too 
much information! The days are now longer, the nights are getting warm-
er and I am looking forward to putting away heavy coats and gloves...we 
will soon be into the summer term! 



 

 

Staff & Trustee updates 

This term staff will be going 
through training as part of their 
overall development and we 
will be joining up with a charity 
which offers similar services to 
us in Oxfordshire. We will be 
sharing best practises within 
our roles and discussing the 
obstacles we come across and 
solutions to these obstacles. 

The staff and trustees have also 
been working on a 
‘Communication Strategy’ and 
action plan to ensure we are 
able to raise awareness and 
have an understanding of the 
charity’s development, and how 
we communicate key messages 
to our target audiences.   

This term the trustees will be 
reviewing the Criminal State-
ment and Risk Assessment Pro-
cedures. 

Competition! 

A few of our volunteers suggested that we have some bookmarks that can be used in your sessions in order to mark one’s 
place in the books you are using.  We thought it would be a good idea to run a competition as we all know that encouraging 
children to be creative helps with boosting children’s confidence and can help you in your sessions to encourage children to 
interact with you building on their language and communication...please see details below... 

Left and Above: Maidenhead Big Read’ 

Thank you to our East Berkshire volunteers and Fieldworker, 
Lindsey, for setting us up and taking part at the Maidenhead 
Big Read in association with World Book Day. 

MAKE YOUR MARK.  
‘DESIGN AN ABC TO READ BOOKMARK’ COMPETITION 2020 

You and your children could be the winners of our bookmark competition.  The bookmark will be used throughout ABC 
to read, with the children that we support, as well as being used by all of our wonderful volunteers. 
To take part, the children that you are supporting simply have to make their mark by designing a bookmark with the 
theme of ‘Making Reading Fun’. There should be room for ABC to read’s logo and a blank space for a child or volunteer 
to be able to put their name. All entries should be produced on A4 paper. On the 

reverse of each entry you must include, in capital letters, 
the child’s name and age, school name and volunteer’s 
name. We will then select a winner and a runner up. 

Closing date for entries is:  Friday 9th April 2020 
 Winners will be announced: Tuesday 21st April 2020 

GOOD LUCK! 

Funding & Grant assistance! 

Charities such as ours, who are often seen as offering 
‘statutory services’, are finding it increasingly difficult to gen-
erate income. Grants are our primary source of income and 
while we are very fortunate that Marcia and our volunteer, 
Paul Massey, spend the majority of their week raising funds 
and generating donations, we do need more help.  If you 
know of any group that engages with the community by fund-
raising, or companies with Corporate Social Responsibility 
programmes who select a ‘Charity of the Year’, then please let 

us know so that we can put ourselves forward to be consid-
ered.   

We have joined Reading Community Lottery, which is all about 
helping local charities at a time when budgets are under in-
creasing pressures. It is a fun and easy way to support good 
causes. You can win up to £25,000, tickets only cost £1 per 
week and 60% of the ticket price goes to good causes. 

If you would like to take part go to https://
www.readingcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/abc-to-read-
assisting-berkshire-children 



 

 

Date for your diary—ABC to read AGM 

We are making arrangements for our AGM this year and do not yet have a confirmed venue and time but are planning for the 
16th June.  As soon as we have further information then we will be letting you know but please save the date in the meantime.  

Help at recruitment fairs and events 

Thank you once again to those of you who are taking part 
in helping us attract new volunteers, either by putting up 
leaflets or attending events.  It is so much more effective 
when our current volunteers attend events as you are all so 
enthusiastic about your own experiences.  We will be tak-
ing part in recruitment fairs in Thatcham and Reading this 
term so please let Mike and Sara know if you would like to 
be a part of the events to speak with potential volunteers. 

 

Tell us about your ABC experiences! 

We know ABC to read has an enormous impact on the lives 
of both children and the volunteers who support them, and 
we are looking for more inspiring stories to include in our 
publicity materials and annual report.  How has becoming 
an ABC to read mentor changed your life?  What impact 
has it made on the children you are working with? 

Please let us know. 

 

If you no longer wish to receive our communications then please advise us abctoread@btconnect.com 


