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Ou� i�pa�t t�is �ea�
In 2019/20 we achieved

• ABC to read celebrated its 16th anniversary 
with 130 reading mentors supporting more 
than 500 children in over 70 primary schools 
throughout Berkshire.To help with the 
celebrations, the charity made presentations 
to partner schools who it has been working 
with since the day the charity started with 
certifi cates and new books to add to their 
libraries.

• 99% of the local Berkshire children who benefi t 
from a one-to-one ABC to read mentor have 
improved in their reading accuracy. The result 
comes from the charity’s most recent annual 
report, which also highlights that 99% of the 
youngsters working with them have improved 
in their confi dence in reading and 98% have 
enhanced their comprehension.

• The benefi ts of good reading and 
comprehension extend beyond the classroom, 
demonstrated by the 98% of respondents who 
said their children’s general self-confi dence 
and self-esteem had increased thanks to the 
time spent with their ABC to read mentor. 
Teachers commented: “It has been incredible! 
A very reluctant reader has been transformed. 
A huge improvement in all areas.” and “The 
child’s fl uency has improved so much! He is 
much more accurate when reading and this has 
had a great knock on effect with everything.”

• We recruited and trained a further 60 new 
volunteers. The charity ran well attended 
training workshops and events for volunteers 
as well as termly book exchanges and meetings 
in different areas of the county ensuring all 
volunteers were reached across Berkshire.

• The charity has taken part in campaigns such 
as World Book Day, Book Giving Day, National 
Poetry Day, World Space Week, International 
Literacy Day, Volunteers’ Week and many 
volunteer recruitment fairs to increase the 
number of helpers that the charity train to meet 
it’s growing demand.

“I have had the privilege 
of leading the charity for 
another year where all 
of our staff, trustees and 
volunteers are united in our 
passion to get Berkshire’s 

children to love reading and 
give so much time in making a 

difference. I think you are all great!

I feel very lucky to work in an organisation 
which is so passionate about improving 
children’s futures through the power of 
reading. Despite the uncertain times that we 
are facing with the COVID-19 outbreak we 
were able to provide family entertainment 
through storytelling and other similar 
activities, share reading tips and activities 
provided by some of the UK’s leading 
children’s organisations and generally try and 
bring some positivity during these challenging 
times. It is very diffi cult for the charity and it’s 
volunteers to not be able to attend schools 
until further notice. However, we know that 
by coming together and ensuring that our 
volunteers are being supported, we have 
been able to keep up the relationships and 
communications and look forward to being 
able to provide our 1-1 mentoring very soon.

Our charity has made some important 
changes this year and has gained approval 
from the Charity Commission as a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation, renewed it’s 
Safe and Sound governance kitemark  and 
renewed the Investing in Volunteers Award.  
We are supported by strong governance to 
ensure compliance with the framework in 
which we operate.

I want to thank everyone who has supported 
our work with children and young people this 
year, giving their time as volunteers, through 
fi nancial support or helping us to bring about 
the changes.”

Marcia, CEO
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• Have offered training to schools’ own army 
of helpers, workshops to 6th formers and 
workshops to parents so that together 
we can have an even bigger impact.  All 
attendees went away feeling inspired and full 
of confi dence and ideas in how to encourage 
reading for pleasure and improve reading 
attainment amongst children.

• Staff have carried out training to ensure they 
are communicating effectively in order to 
ensure that Berkshire children benefi t from the 
services that we provide as a charity as well as 
ILM exams and Adult Safeguarding training.

• ABC to read have also supported others 
by donating books to those in need such as 
Reading Family Aid and the Toys and Teens 
Appeal.  The charity also took part in summer 
holiday book hunts in Berkshire to get more 
youngsters reading by encouraging them to 
hunt for books, which are hidden by others and 
accompanied by a special handwritten note.  
Once completed, they are then 
re-hidden to be enjoyed all over again!

• ABC to read achieved Highly Commended 
Group of the Year at Slough Voluntary 
Sector Awards, have renewed the local Safe 
and Sound governance kitemark continuing 
to demonstrate good charity governance, 
shortlisted for Segro Community Award.  
Nominated for a Cultural Award in the 
category of Best Education Project, Reading 
and runner up for Pride of Bracknell Forest 
Awards.

• We tirelessly promoted the importance of 
reading directly to families and through the 
press and social media, taking part in events 
and trying to reach more and more children 
who are engaged with reading such as 
Maidenhead’s Big Read.

• Continue to implement our ongoing income 
plan, work closely with our schools and 
support the delivery of our service at a local 
level, managing any fi nancial risk and setting 
aside an appropriate reserve that is regularly 
reviewed.

T�an� �o�
The Trustees would like to thank Arlington 
Business Park, Salesforce, Hilton Hotels, 
QVIA, Berkshire Community Foundation, 
IGM Computers Pixel Cottage, Crowne 
Plaza Hotels, Grant Thornton LLP who have 
continued to provide much support during 
the year. In addition, the Trustees would 
like to thank everyone who donated funding 
during the year, in particular the following 
organisations:

Barrington Stoke
Binfi eld Parish Council
Book Trust 
Elizabeth Jane Foundation
Furze Platt Senior School
Gerald Palmer Eling Trust
Heathrow Community Fund
Legal and General Homes
Monica Rabagliati Charitable Trust
Mulberry Trust
One Stop Carrier for Causes
Project Spark
Reading Professionals Lunch
RS Brownless Charitable Trust
St Laurence Lands End
Tesco Community Scheme Groundwork UK
The Greenham Trust
Thomas Wall Trust
Truemark Trust
Waitrose
Wokingham United Charities

T�an� �o�
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Hi���i��ts fro� ou� �ea�

Teacher’s 
comments about 
their experiences 
with ABC to read

“The child enjoys the ABC 
sessions and these have 
improved his enthusiasm 
for reading.  He seems 
more confi dent because of 
ABC to read.”  

“It’s a great idea and helps 
benefi t children to be more 
confi dent readers.”

“This child has shown 
increased confi dence and 
self-esteem and attitude 
to reading. It has been a 
delight to see how keen 
she is to read.” 

“The volunteer has shown 
has understanding of 
all our children he has 
worked with, developing a 
good sound relationship.”  

“The progress he 
has made is no doubt 
attributed to his ABC to 
read volunteer.”

“ABC to read are such 
vital support to many 
children. Encouraging 
a love of reading and 
developing key skills. 
We thank them for their 
support.” 

Volunteer Recruitment Fair

Volunteers in Training

Volunteer with a child
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As researched by the National Literacy Trust, 
many young people are more likely than their 
parents’ generation to continue to further into 
higher education. Too many still have weak basic 
skills’ (OECD: ‘Building Skills for All’), which 
in Berkshire alone, are no less unsettling.  In 
Reading for example, 30% of the problems 
stem from an early age.  The percentages below 
indicate the number of all pupils at state funded 
schools in 2017 who moved onto secondary 
education at the end of Key Stage 2 (ages 7-11) 
without the ‘expected’ standard of reading.

 Bracknell Forest 29%

 Reading  30%

 Slough   30%

 Wokingham  18%

 (figures from gov.uk, ‘National Curriculum  
 assessments: Key Stage 2’)

Unfortunately, illiteracy is a problem that still 
seriously persists in the UK today.  The above 
data reflect that, whilst there are some very 
affluent areas in Berkshire where children are 
exceeding expectations, there are also some very 
deprived areas, particularly in Central Reading for 
example.  

Ominously, the National Education Union 2018 
found that amongst a sample of Berkshire school 
heads and staff, 87% say poverty is having a 
significant effect on learning.  Numbers are 
particularly high at primary schools in Reading 
and Slough, quoted by the Berkshire Community 
Foundation Vital Signs Report 2019. 

This is why ABC to read exists, to bridge the gap 
in our community and give deprived children a 
greater chance to succeed in their futures.  Our 
project relies on the efforts of the community 
volunteers, who spend half an hour with each 
pupil twice a week in school term time.  The 
children and their mentor pursue a range of 
literacy-based activities, such as sharing books, 
playing games and enjoying conversation.  This 

encourages the building of the pupil’s literacy skills 
as well as their confidence and self-esteem.  All 
our volunteers go through a stringent recruitment 
process, including DBS checks and safeguarding, 
to ensure the best quality assistance is provided to 
the children.

ABC to read’s most recent annual school 
evaluations showed how our charity had an 
enormous impact on the reading performance 
and self-confidence of the children we helped:

• 98% improved their attitude to reading

• 99% improved their reading accuracy

• 98% improved their self-confidence

• 98% improved their reading comprehension

• 92% said that the sessions with their ABC to 
read volunteer were ‘ok’ or better – of this 
figure 79% said they were ‘Great’

• 93% showed an increase in the children’s 
reading levels – of this figure 61% increased 
their reading age by 12 months+

These children have gained skills required for 
them to succeed at a secondary school and 
beyond; improving their reading abilities and 
building their self-confidence dramatically 
enhances their employability in the future.

Current situation and why we are valuable

Current situation

Parent Helper Training
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Children’s comments about 
their experiences with ABC 
to read
“It has helped me get better at reading and 
spelling.  It has also helped me with new 
things for example writing a story.”

“I love reading – its fun now.  I think it has 
helped with my comprehension because 
at the end of the book you have to answer 
some questions.”

Volunteer comments about their 
experiences with ABC to read
“I have been volunteering with ABC to read 
for 6 years and year on year it’s become 
more rewarding. To see the children make 
progress not only in their reading but their 
communication skills and confi dence makes 
our work worthwhile.”

“I have also noticed that many of the pupils 
communication skills have developed in the 
time I have been with them and has enabled 
them to feel more at ease talking to new 
people or in front of a group of people.”

“My role as a volunteer for ABC is a role 
I value very much. This is because I enjoy 
helping, supporting and encouraging the 
pupil to feel more confi dent with their 
reading and challenging them in a fun and 
supportive environment.”

Co��ents fro� ���unteers an� ��i�dren

98%

99%

98%98%

92%

93%

■ Improved attitude to reading
■ Improved their reading accuracy
■ Improved their self-confidence
■ Improved their reading comprehension
■ Said sessions were ‘OK’ or better - of this figure, 

79% said they were ‘great’
■ Showed an increase in their reading levels - of this 

figure, 61% increased their reading age by 12 months +
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Trustees (as at 31st March 2018) 
Mr Paul Dieppe (Chair) 

Mrs Pauline Harper (Deputy Chair)

Mr Stephen Smith (Treasurer)   

Mr Mike Edwards

Mrs Jenny Cooney   

Mr Adrian Meldrum   

Mrs Claire Herriott   

Patrons
James Carter    

Julie Cohen     

Dan Freedman  

Accountants   
C F Limited, 20 Woods Road, Caversham, 
Reading RG4 6NA    

Bankers
Lloyds TSB, National Clubs & Charities Centre, 
Sedgemour House, Deanegate Avenue, Taunton  
TA1 2UF

       
       
 

Our area
The map shows the areas that ABC to read covers. 

Our vision
Every child a reader, with the self-confidence and 
skills to make positive life choices and contribute to 
their wider community.

Our mission
To transform children’s lives by working with 
schools, families and the children themselves to 
provide high quality support in developing literacy 
skills and building self-confidence.

We do this by:
• Engaging with schools to identify pupils who 

need individual support with reading;

• Attracting, selecting and training volunteers to 
work with those pupils;

• Monitoring the effectiveness of volunteers 
working with pupils;

• Working with schools to increase the 
effectiveness of our intervention at home;

• Monitoring the effectiveness of our 
intervention by using an annual survey, regular 
questionnaires and verbal feedback from 
stakeholders.

Additionally, the Charity also supports children’s 
reading by:

• Training parents to support their children’s 
reading skills; 

• Providing training to parent helpers to support 
pupils with reading.

• Support younger ones for whom reading is a 
challenge.

Future plans:
• Identify new funding streams;

• Establish more reading mentors in schools 
where children need our support; 

• Build new partnerships;

• Build new relationships with local businesses.

Trustees
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