
 

 

Keep in touch via SOCIAL MEDIA! 

Facebook: 

‘Books Rock – ABC to read’ ( https://
www.facebook.com/abcbooksrock/) 

‘Abctoread2’ - our regular Facebook 
Page  

We also have a volunteer page ‘ABC 
to read Volunteers’ - you need to 
request to join this but you can then 
communicate with one another! 

Twitter: abctoread 

May 2020 

Dear all 

We really hope each and every one of you, and your loved ones have kept 
well during these uncertain times. This far into lockdown, hopefully eve-
ryone is also settling into the month of May: Bank holidays ahoy!  Staff 
have been doing a wonderful job and we have been juggling jobs and 
home schooling, caring for parents during the last few weeks, but we've 
still been able to continue our mission and ensure that children are en-
gaging with reading and to help bring positivity during the COVID-19 cri-
sis. This newsletter is a whistle-stop of what is happening and things you 
may find useful. 

Thank you to all of you that are supporting the charity in other ways such 
as making donations, taking part in storytelling, painting pebbles and oth-
er creative initiatives that we have put together. Our thanks go to Clare, 
Di and Kelly who are taking part in a 2.6 challenge by walking 2.6 miles for 
26 days! If you’d like to donate to their achievements you can go to our 
JustGiving page https://www.justgiving.com/abc-toread 

We hope you have found some of the information and activities that we 
have been sending out useful to you.  Please do not feel that you have to 
take part in everything that we are sending out to you, it really is just to 
help you during this period and to give you some other opportunities in 
keeping yourselves occupied as well as to keep you up to date with what 
is happening in the charity - we do appreciate that some of you are al-
ready very busy and are happy to wait until you are able to go back into 
schools without being involved further with what we are doing.  

Help with getting online 

With many people now advised to stay at home, it can be 
particularly difficult for those that are not online. Getting 
online has many benefits – here are a few: 

You can find out information quickly and easily. This is partic-
ularly important now since libraries are closed and telephone 
helplines are very busy – for example, you can often get valu-
able health information without contacting your GP practice. 

You have more ways to keep in touch with friends and family 
– for example, if you have an internet connection you can 
make free video calls and easily send messages. 

A lot of shops, such as clothes and DIY retailers, are continu-
ing to trade, but are only online during the current crisis, so 
you need to be online to purchase from them. Even when the 
shops open again, online shopping can often be cheaper than 
high street stores so you can save money. 

Here are a few useful pages to help you get started: 

Getting started on the internet – how to get a computer and 
broadband connection in your home or get started with a 
smartphone 

Email and internet searching – the basics of sending messag-
es and finding things online 

Keeping in touch online – you can see your friends and family 
even when they can’t visit you 

How to shop online – getting goods delivered to your door, 
and how to save money 

Managing your finances online – how to check your bank 
account, pay your bills and more without leaving your 
home 

Staying safe online – if you are careful you can avoid the 
scams, hacks and viruses. 

If you were wondering about going online, there’s no time 
like the present to get started. For those looking for a simple 
online course, we suggest Learn My Way as a starting point. 

https://www.facebook.com/abcbooksrock/
https://www.facebook.com/abcbooksrock/
https://www.justgiving.com/abc-toread
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/getting-started-on-the-internet/
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/email-and-internet-searching/
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/keeping-in-touch-online/
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/how-to-shop-online/
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/managing-your-finances-online/
http://rva.org.uk/get-online/staying-safe-online/
https://www.learnmyway.com/


 

 

Investing in Volunteers Award! 

I have some wonderful news and I can confirm that we have now achieved the renewal of In-
vesting In Volunteers Award 

The involvement of volunteers in our organisation contributes greatly to our social value and de-
velops a deeper connectivity with a greater understanding of the importance of volunteers in our 
organisation 

1,000 organisations have achieved this quality award throughout the UK, ranging from small com-
munity groups that are totally volunteer-led to large national multi branch charities that have 
thousands of volunteers.  Once again, thank you to all of you that took part in the interview process.  

Story-sack challenge 

Below are two wonderful examples of Story-sacks that have been made by one of our West Berkshire volunteers, Linda,  to use 
with children on return to school or even during the virtual sessions.  Story-sacks can make reading memorable, meaningful 
and fun and can be a stimulating language development tool so please feel free to join in the Story-sack challenge. 

The Gruffalo—Julia Donaldson 

Resources within the Sack: 

Toys (Gruffalo, Fox, Mouse, Owl, Snake), Story Book; The 
Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson, 2 Card Games, Gruffalo Mask 
(Down loadable) and Gruffalo Story Sticky Labels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possibilities: 

 This is complete with activities. 

 Acting out and telling the story. 

 Anticipation when removing items from the sack, i.e, “Who 
do we have next?” 

 Making Masks; templates can be down loaded from the 
internet. 

 Using the stickers, the children could make their own story. 

 

Jack and the Flum Flum Tree—Julia Donaldson 

Resources within the sack: 

Toys (Monkey, Skipping Rope, Boat, Shark, Red and Blue Bal-

loons and Drum), Story Book; Patchwork Sack, Wooden 

Spoons, Porridge Bowel, Chewing Gum or Playdoh, Tent Pegs 

and Three Spotted Handkerchiefs. 

Possibilities: 

 Grandma’s Sack which is complete with activities and inte-
gral to the story. 

 It tests children’s memory with Rhyming words. 

 Anticipation when removing items from the sack, i.e, “What 
comes out next?” 

 Making Things such as Monkey Masks (templates can be 
down loaded from the internet) Drums, and Boats. 

 This could be acted out as a small play or letting the chil-
dren tell part of the story thereby encouraging participation 
and anticipation. 



 

 

Continuing to support our schools 

Charities are adapting during the pandemic, so that they are 
able to fulfil their objectives in different ways. These include 
innovation in terms of making processes digital, and producing 
content tailored to the pandemic.  Whilst Boris Johnson has 
said that he wants to press ahead with a rapid reopening of 
primary schools in England on 1 June we feel that schools will 
remain shut to the majority of children for the remainder of 
the academic year. Our amazing reading support volunteers 
are going to be needed more than ever to help children who 
have fallen behind with their reading during the school clo-
sures. 

As a charity we feel it is vital to carry on supporting children 
with their reading as much as possible and before we attempt 
to take our ideas forward, we would like to know whether we 
have any volunteers that would like to try their 1-1 sessions 
with children, from home using the Zoom app.  Zoom is easy 
to use and free.  We will provide instructions and gain school/
parental permission. 

Once you have registered your interest with us then we will be 
able to speak with the schools that you support to try and 
arrange this support further and organise the set up.  Thank 
you to those of you who have already come forward in the 

first instance to say that you are interested in the virtual ses-
sions.  We are now communicating with our schools to see 
which schools would like to trial our support to these children.  
The easiest option would be for us to match volunteers to the 
children that you were supporting before lockdown so that 
you can pick up on the relationships that you have worked 
hard to build.  We are currently setting up guidelines and pro-
cedures as well as obtaining permissions to ensure we are 
covering all aspects of safeguarding for children and our vol-
unteers.  Once we are certain that we have covered all angles 
then we will be in touch again with those volunteers that have 
registered their interest to then take it to the next step! 

We are following government guidelines and wait for schools 
to unpick the latest guidance whilst also being guided by the 
science, and we are also planning for when volunteers can go 
back into schools.  What we do know is that schools miss hav-
ing your support. Should social distancing still be a require-
ment when schools open fully we are considering options such 
as providing dual books to work with, storytelling at a distance 
to your children with comprehension, providing masks to vol-
unteers that would like to use them but we are taking each 
day as it comes and will be in contact as soon as we feel it is 
safe for you to return to schools. 

AGM 

We are going to have to assume that our AGM will not 
be going ahead this year and sadly this is usually a 
great time for us to be able to say a great big thank 
you to all of our wonderful volunteers who make ABC 
to read such a fantastic charity.  You have nurtured 
young readers with such dedication and your children 
will not forget you even though your work together 
was abruptly stopped this school year.  We feel very 
lucky to work with every one of our volunteers, staff 
members and trustees as we navigate the challenging 
months ahead and look forward to the day when we 
can get together again.  We will be carrying out the 
formalities of our AGM such as finalising the accounts 
via Zoom. 

We wish you all good health over the coming weeks and please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you need any personal support during this period 

From all of us at ABC  

*If you no longer wish to receive communications from ABC to read, please advise us at 
abctoread@btconnect.com 

Safeguarding 

Please find a link below to a useful general safeguarding refresher for all volunteers summarising the core knowledge from 
Level 1 Safeguarding Adults and Universal Safeguarding Children.  

RVA Safeguarding Resources during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

This link can also be used for new volunteers who are unable to access online training or are waiting to take part in a full new 
volunteer training programme but have not been able to do so during the pandemic.  

School & Volunteer surveys 

We have now sent our annual Pupil Surveys into the schools 
we support.  The responses allow us to evaluate the work we 
carry out, showing the impact that your support has with the 
children.  These surveys also help us to fundraise and show 
why our work is needed within our communities.  Some of 
the comments that we have received back from schools have 
been extremely heart-warming and your fieldworkers will be 
sharing these with you as schools send them back to us.  We 
will be in a position to evaluate the results towards the end of 
term and share them with you. 

In the meantime we have evaluated all of the responses that 
you have sent into us from the volunteer survey and have 
attached a summary to this email.  Again, it was wonderful to 
be able to read all of the positive feedback and know that you 
all believe in the mission of ABC to read.  It also helps us to 
figure out what we are doing well and what needs to be im-
proved in order to provide a better volunteer experience. 

http://rva.org.uk/article/safeguarding-resources-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/

