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What is it like to volunteer with ABC to read? 

 

Each year we ask our volunteers how they have enjoyed their experience with us.  

Based on the responses we received, 86% of our volunteers joined us to feel they were making a contribution to the 

community, while others wanted to use/develop their existing skills, gain new skills and meet new people. 91% of our 

volunteers valued the initial training and support that we provide and an impressive 94% said they would 

recommend volunteering with ABC! 

 

These are just a few of their ‘best moments’ this year: 

 

 “The genuine laughter I have with the children when we are reading. Using humour is generally my approach 
with children and it seems to be well received!” 

 “When a child, who was initially apprehensive when asked to read, told me she loved books and was now 
reading lots of books at home” 

 “…the best moment for me was when one of the children was so happy about getting a sticker and so happy 
about hearing that he read very, very, well, that he was jumping up and down when I took him back to his 
class.” 

 “To attend the school's Carol Service and find that one of the children I read to was reading a lesson.” 
 “Helping 5-6year olds to make conversation and gain in confidence to understand sounds. The six children I 

had this year on different days had never been read to, no bedtime stories, the teachers informed me of this 
fact before I began the year…When you read to them they do begin to love stories and when they do begin 
to read it is the best moment you can experience.” 

 
 

So how do our volunteers feel overall about volunteering with ABC? 

 

 “As a relative newbie of just 1 year I still feel that I am finding my feet a little and still learning. Volunteer 
meetings are good to swap tips and experiences as are the more formal sessions with guest speakers.” 

 “I have met such lovely people; adults and children alike, and learnt so much in the process.” 
 “I wanted to do something worthwhile when I retired, my having worked in the community in various roles 

in my spare time for many years. It's great fun working with the children and my contribution to the 
fundraising has kept me pleasantly busy… One gets out what one puts in. The people involved are like an 
extended family. They are always ready to help” 

 “I wanted to help children with reading and that's exactly what I do!” 
 “It provides you with the opportunity to give so many children a sense of self-esteem and personal success. 

In return the Volunteer is sharing their skills and talents in an excellent “Community Initiative”. It provides 
the Volunteer with an excellent form of “Community Involvement” 

 “I think there should be more (or some) feedback from the teacher as to how my work is helping the 
children or even just talking about the initial reason for the child being included in the scheme.” 


