
 

Some notes and tips taken from “An Introduction to Teaching Vocabulary” - a Futurelearn course 2020. 
 
 For many disadvantaged children, lack of vocabulary is a key barrier to learning across the 

curriculum and can lead to limited future life chances in terms of: 
 

o Academic achievement 
o Employment 
o Mental Health 

 
 Reading is a proven facilitator for developing a child’s word curiosity and expanding their range of 

vocabulary. 
 

 Exposing a child to a word often and in context seems to enhance that child’s understanding and 
uptake of the word into their everyday language. 
 

 Aim to change a negative attitude to reading into a positive attitude. 
 

 You could try the following three methods for extending a child’s vocabulary: 
 

1. Select a root word and then apply suffixes and prefixes to it: 
For example: 
I chose the root word “sign” and came up with “design”, “redesign”, redesigning”, “signed”, 
“signage”, “ensign”, “assigning” etc.  This could be a fun game to play to see who can come up 
with the most words – some that exist and some that don’t. 

 
2. Break down a word ant then look at variations of that word in different tenses and different 

contexts. 
 
3. Choose words that could lead into a discussion of similar, different or even opposite words 

and their alternative meanings.  Another fun game! 
For example: 
There, their, they’re or where, wear, were. 

 
 Review, rehearse and remind children of different words in various contexts over time: 

For example: 
“Do you remember this word from the story we were reading yesterday?” 

 
 Explore new words: 

Discuss what other words we could use to replace the original word: 
Eg., “the door is open” becomes “the door is ajar” 
Encourage the child to use the new word in a sentence of their own making. 
 

 “Look around” a word for clues to meaning – discussing, questioning and summarising.  Look at 
illustrations and images and talk about them in order to offer visual support to the child. 

 
 Use a small notebook to write down the words a child does not know, discuss the meaning and 

encourage a child to construct a sentence containing the particular word. 
 

 Label an image with words that describes what a child can see or what they imagine. 
 

 Choose books to enthuse, encourage and inspire. 


