
 

 

July 2020 

Dear all 

Wow, that was an interesting few months and a very different end to 
the school year!  I am so pleased that despite us not returning to full 
services, we were able to continue supporting children in one way or 
another and I would like to thank you all for standing by us and look 
forward to you all coming back to your volunteering roles and sup-
porting ABC to read once again in September.   

Not only was it a challenge for us all to stop working within the 
schools but we had to put a huge focus on sustaining the charity and 
running it as much and as best we could.  We are very fortunate that 
we have built up some reserves over the years and were not in any 
financial crisis, so staff were not furloughed, and we were able to 
keep on top of our general running costs and continue the day to day 
administration of the charity.   

We were able to utilise technology and some of the activities that we 
were able to offer were storytelling, virtual sessions with children, 
author visits, sharing resources with schools and families, letter 
writing - all of which were very much appreciated by those that were 
recipients of our support.   

We know some of you have been invited back into schools and a cou-
ple of you are carrying out sessions virtually. One activity that has 
been working well for keeping distance is guessing games. For exam-
ple, the children describe things they can see on a page and a volun-
teer has to guess what it is. The Yes/No game has been a hit with shy 
children whilst miming out characters for the more confident…all of 
which have established rapport without having close contact. 

We will continue our recruitment process as far as we can so that in 
due course, we will be able to supply additional trained read-
ing helpers to schools. We all look forward to better times ahead! 

Following on from our school evaluations and the stories we received, 
please click on the link below to view a video showing a typical case 
study of the work carried out by our volunteers: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2o5VnY3hZc&feature=youtu.be 

We are pleased to announce that we have also recruited another 
trustee, Nadia Boyes.  Nadia is a volunteer from Windsor. She has 
worked for many years in multinational corporations in Communica-
tion and employee engagement roles.  Nadia has also illustrated a 
children’s book and will be able to bring some of her wonderful expe-
rience to the board of trustees.  

‘Virtual’ author visits 

Following on from the success of the first 
“virtual” author visit which we were able to bring 
to schools through A.F Harrold, we have now ar-
ranged a second 'virtual author visit'!  

Our patron, James Carter, has teamed up with us 
to offer a virtual poet visit! James is a children's 
poet, non-fiction writer and musician. Every time 
he visits a school, children ask, “ Where do you 
get your ideas from?” – to which he replies that 
he gets his ideas from the magic wood at the 
back of his house...James believes there is a mag-
ic wood – your imagination – which takes things 
from your life, things you’ve done, seen, day-
dreamed, remembered – and turns these into 
poems. Of the poems in his latest collection 
the World's Greatest Space Cadet - the poem 
'What To Say If You Meet A Ghost' came about 
when James wondered if you could write a shape 
poem with a single word; and 'Sid' was inspired 
by a neighbour's cat! 

 
"I’ve decided to do something space-themed – a 
reading of my non-fiction book Once Upon A Star 
and a call-and-response alien poem after that. 
There might be a little bit of music too!” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Agmm180-
D8E&feature=youtu.be 

We hope you will enjoy this! 

Keep in touch via SOCIAL MEDIA! 

Facebook: 

‘Books Rock – ABC to read’ ( https://www.facebook.com/abcbooksrock/) 

‘Abctoread2’ - our regular Facebook Page  

We also have a volunteer page ‘ABC to read Volunteers’ - you need to request to join 
this but you can then communicate with one another! 

Twitter: abctoread 

about:blank
about:blank#spacecadet
about:blank
about:blank
https://pixabay.com/photos/flower-nature-flora-petal-summer-3140492/
https://www.facebook.com/abcbooksrock/


 

 

Online training 

In our last newsletter, our volunteer Jackie Willson shared with us a free 
online course that she is studying at the moment via Futurelearn.  Jackie 
has now completed this course and has kindly shared her notes with us 
which you may find useful in your sessions. These are attached to this 
email. 

Another of our volunteers, Val Rose, has also since informed us that she 
has completed the ‘Teaching Phonics in Early Childhood’ from the same 
website and thought it was really good for when she started as a volunteer 
and is still available to access. 

We have also been sent a link to a couple of useful websites by another of 
our volunteers, Stephanie. They are American sites, so spellings do vary 
from ours but it has a huge amount of resources, some paid for and some 
for free. There are also now lots of distance learning resources too. It is 
called ‘Teachers Pay Teachers’ (https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/) 
and there is a bar at the top where you can search for specific resources. 
So you might, for example, search for 'back to school' resources and it will 
bring up lots for you to choose from. If you were only interested in free 
resources then scroll down the menu on the left-hand side and click on 
'free' and it will then show only those back to school resources which are 
free. 

‘Boom Learning’ (https://wow.boomlearning.com/) is another useful site 
that has digital, mainly multiple-choice type, activities that can be complet-
ed on the computer or tablet. Click on 'store' at the top and again you can 
do a search, such as sight word reading and it will bring up lots of re-
sources. Most will have a preview for you to look at before you buy and 
again many of them are free (if you sort by price - low to high). 

Thank you to our volunteers for taking the time to share your fabulous re-
search and ideas with us. 

Book exchanges 

We are attempting to plan for the future and 
will of course need to see what the national 
and local situation might be, but we have 
made provisional dates for the meetings.  We 
always look forward to seeing everyone at our 
book exchange meetings. Volunteers are wel-
come to attend any of the venues, drop in any 
time during the sessions (or stay for the whole 
time!) and enjoy refreshments whilst browsing 
our books and chatting with other volunteers. 

 

BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 28th September 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 

94 Cranbury Road, 

WEST BERKS. - 29th September 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WOKINGHAM - 30th September 

9.30am -12pm ‘Binfield Parish Council 

Room’ (in the same 

building as the Foxes’ 

Den Community Café)

Binfield Parish Offices, 

Benetfeld Road, Bin-

field. RG42 4EW 

WINDSOR - 1st October  

10-11.30am Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

ABC to read ID 

You know that the service ABC to read provides to Berkshire primary 
schools is unique in this county. There are other charities offering a similar 
service in other parts of the country; for example, Oxfordshire has Arch, 
Dorset has Dorset Reading Partners and other areas of England are cov-
ered by Coram Beanstalk (formerly Volunteer Reading Help). We all pro-
vide fully vetted, trained and supported volunteers to schools. Some of us 
have come across an organisation called School Readers and we have been 
asked about their work which has often caused confusion. Their offer is 
entirely different as it is the school’s responsibility to carry out DBS checks, 
training, support and to provide resources for their volunteers who listen 
to children read. So, to avoid confusion, please make sure you always wear 
your ABC to read lanyard when you are back in school. 

https://www.pexels.com/photo/light-nature-sky-sunset-33044/


 

 

Certificates and Information for September 

You will probably work with new children in September and ‘child details forms’ can be requested from your fieldworker.  

If you have not already done so, you are able to print off the Special Certificate that you would ordinarily present to your chil-
dren at the end of the school year via our website: http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ABC-to-read-Special-
certificate.pdf and send them into your schools for the attention of the children.  If you do not have access to a printer then 
please contact your fieldworker and we can send one to you in the post.  These certificates are a good way to help the children 
recognise how far they have come during the time they have been working with you as you can record their achievements and 
some of the things that you have done together.  You may, of course, feel that you have not had much time with your children 
to be able to send one of these into them due to the lockdown which is not a problem and we can leave it up to you to decide 
but wanted to make you aware that it is available to print off if you need to.  Please remember that you can always claim any 
printing costs through an expense claim form into the office. 

Pupil Survey Results 

We are pleased to share with you a video clip based on 
the results from our annual survey 2019/20.  Here you 
can see how your work has made a huge difference to 
children who struggle with their reading.  Thank you all 
so much in ensuring we are able to provide our inter-
vention and continuing to help as many children as we 
can in Berkshire improve their reading, confidence, 
competence and wellbeing. (attached is the full report) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EH1HMiIQExg&t=3s 

Change of email address!  

Please update your records to use our new email 
address with immediate effect: in-
fo@abctoread.org.uk 

 

 

The office will close today and re-open on Thursday 
3rd September. We hope you enjoy the long sum-
mer and come back to us refreshed and ready for 
the new term! 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is of the utmost importance within ABC to read 
and the responsibility of every volunteer, staff member and 
trustee. We ask all volunteers to attend a refresher session 
on safeguarding every 3 years, and we recommend that you 
take part in the school’s own refresher training when invited. 
However, this term has been a bit strange but we have been 
able to carry out refresher training to some volunteers 
through Zoom.  Thank you to those of you who were/are 
able to participate, and we look forward to running another 
session face to face as soon as we can. 
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about:blank
https://www.pexels.com/photo/summer-letter-cube-on-soil-1209611/

