
 

 

Dear all, 

Welcome to the new academic year! We hope everyone enjoyed the long 
summer break. Despite not being able to enjoy our usual holidays, we’re 
refreshed and ready for what the new term will throw at us!!! Our situation 
continues to evolve and things may well change again by the time we begin 
the new term. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers that were able to carry on supporting 
children through the summer term, we hope you enjoyed the time with the 
children despite the unusual circumstances and thank you to those of you 
that offered your support even though not all schools were able to take up 
your kind offer. 

We are hoping that many schools will be able to accept volunteers back to 
school in September as usual but we are aware that some schools will not 
be able to invite all volunteers back in until October at the earliest. This is 
due to not having the room for the required “bubble” arrangements and 
we have advised those volunteers of this as and when the schools have 
made us aware. 

Your fieldworkers will be busy contacting your schools to find out the ar-
rangements for returning and will contact you as soon as they have the 
details. If you are already in contact with your school and have made ar-
rangements directly with them then please let the office or your fieldwork-
er know so that we can update our records. 

We have attached a ‘Return to School Statement’ which was issued to 
those volunteers who went back to school in the summer term but we 
have included this for you all to read as there are some useful ideas and 
information about how schools are operating, or were operating prior to 
September, to help you all with your return back to school. 

We received feedback from our volunteers who were able to pick up their 
sessions during June/July which was all very positive.  Teachers discussed 
health and safety with our volunteers, volunteers were generally signed in 
so that there was no paperwork involved, temperature checks carried out, 
hand sanitisers provided, social distancing being used effectively with some 
sessions being carried out outside.  More of a focus is being placed on com-
prehension rather than sharing books. Word searches and the use of dual 
books have been a success but hopefully as we go through the term things 
will become clearer and return to ‘the normal’ as we know it in schools! 

Remember, we do have face masks and hand wash for our volunteers if 
anyone would like one to wear/use in schools, although we are finding 
that, currently, this is not a necessity.  Please let your fieldworker know or 
arrange to come into the office and collect. We also have non-contact ther-
mometers should there be a need to use them at our events and in our 
office. 

This term, the ABC trustees will be reviewing our Trustee Recruitment Poli-
cy. 

Book exchanges 

We always look forward to seeing everyone at 
our book exchanges – please see above – the 
dates were also emailed from the office last 
term. Volunteers are welcome to attend any of 
the venues, drop in any time during the ses-
sions (or stay for the whole time!) and enjoy 
refreshments whilst browsing our books and 
chatting with other volunteers. 

 

BOOK EXCHANGES 

READING - 28th September 

10-11.30am St. Marks Church Hall, 

94 Cranbury Road, 

Reading RG30 2TA  

WEST BERKS. - 29th September 

10-11.30am Thatcham Town Council 

Chamber, Brownsfield 

Rd, Thatcham RG18 

3HF  

WOKINGHAM - 30th September 

9.30am -12pm ‘Binfield Parish Council 

Room’ (in the same 

building as the Foxes’ 

Den Community Café)

Binfield Parish Offices, 

Benetfeld Road, Bin-

WINDSOR - 1st October  

10-11.30am Redwood House, 9 

Queen Annes Road, 

Windsor SL4 2BJ  

August 2020 



 

 

Book wish list—can you help? 

We have created on Amazon, a ‘book wish list’ for those schools that are not able to have a “bubble” and need to have social 
distancing in place so that our volunteers can keep a 1m distance. In these situations the volunteer and the child will need to 
have one book each to avoid having to share books.  If you are able to help with a donation then please click on this link: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/HI4I0FC0N2SN?&sort=default Thank you. 

If you do have a particular “go to” book that you would like a duplicate copy of then please ask your fieldworker if they have a 
copy amongst their resources and they will arrange to get a copy to you. Alternatively, please feel free to make the purchase 
and claim back via your expenses (please email info@abctoread.org.uk for an expense form). 

 

Health guidelines 

We have been following government and NHS guidelines closely and as we write our newsletter; if you're at high risk (clinically 
extremely vulnerable) from coronavirus (COVID-19), you were advised to take extra steps to protect yourself until 1 August 
2020. This was called shielding. 

In England, the risk of getting coronavirus is now low enough that you’re no longer advised to shield. 

Whilst it is our mission to ensure all children are supported, it is our priority to ensure our volunteers are safe and it's still very 
important to do what you can to reduce the risk of you and other people becoming ill with coronavirus.  

• try to stay at least 3 steps away from anyone you do not live with or in your bubble 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

With the above in mind, we are making plans to try and get back to schools and support those children who have fallen further 
behind since lockdown began. 

New volunteers! 

There are still places available on our next training courses so do 
please spread the word to anyone who may be interested in volun-
teering for ABC to read.  
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Working with new children in September 

Most volunteers will be starting to get to know 3 new children this term; please pass the ‘Child Details’ forms to your school so 
that they can provide you with information on why the children have been chosen for support. Remember to keep completed 
forms securely and return them to the ABC to read office or your Fieldworker as soon as possible; forms can contain confiden-
tial information which must be treated in the strictest confidence. Our Getting to Know You sheet has some useful conversa-
tion starters which can help volunteers get to know their new children - please find this attached.  

We are always mindful of confidentiality. It is essential that we do all keep child /school volunteer information securely. It is 
possible to identify an individual even when no names are used so please remember this especially when you may be chatting 
informally to other volunteers. Please refer to our GDPR policy for further information: http://www.abctoread.org.uk/policies/
general-data-protection-policy/ 

Volunteer recruitment 

We look forward to being able to take part in recruitment fairs 
again soon and would like to thank our volunteers who helped us 
with the recruitment of volunteers this year and again, thanks to 
Nick, who not only carries out the recruitment process but also 
trains our volunteers.  We need more volunteers than ever, so 
when you have the opportunity to do so, please share amongst your 
contacts the wonderful work you do with ABC! 

Above and left: 2 of our volunteers at recruitment fairs 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is of the utmost importance within ABC to read and the responsibility of every volunteer, staff member and trus-
tee. 

We ask all volunteers to attend a refresher session on safeguarding every 3 years. We hope to be running a number of sessions 
this autumn and invitations will be issued from the office.  Thank you to those of you that had already arranged to attend our 
“virtual” sessions during the summer term. 

We have also recently updated the contact details for safeguarding authorities throughout Berkshire of which is attached for 
your records. 



 

 

Christmas 

During a “normal” year we like to bring our volunteers together for a Christmas Coffee Morning, listen to a speaker and chat 
amongst others over a coffee/tea and mince pie, however, we are still waiting to book a date whilst we wait for further guid-
ance on larger gatherings in one area. 

Office closure - October half term 

The office will close for the half term break on Thursday 22nd October and re-open on Monday 2nd No-
vember.  

*If you no longer wish to receive communications from ABC to read, please advise us at info@abctoread.org.uk  


