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Welcome back to the New Year and we hope all of you have had a lovely Christmas break! 
 

 2016 is planned as Reading Year of Culture and will be developed around a series of monthly 
themes. I have been able to register our interest in taking part and October’s theme will be 
based around reading!  Exactly what this will look like  has yet to be decided, but it may be 
that we are featured at the main events during the month, either fundraising at the public 
events, run one of our workshops, have a volunteer recruitment drive, provide a storytelling 
and so on.  If you would like to participate in the event, please advise me or if you have any 
other suggestions on how we can be the perfect partner then also please advise me. 
 

 
 

 Thank you to all of you that helped out with the sorting out of books and games during 
December ready for our move.  It was one of those jobs that we have been meaning to do 
for a long time however the move forced us into it! Your help in us being able to complete 
the job was very much appreciated! 

 
 It was lovely to see so many of you at the Christmas coffee morning and hear talks from our 

patron Dan Freedman and the charming A F Harold 
 

 Yet again, it has been wonderful to read some of the comments that have been sent in by 
volunteers about the success stories of the children you are supporting.  You are all doing an 
amazing job in not only raising children’s literacy levels but also increasing their confidence 
and overall attitude to learning.  A big pat on the back all round!  If any of you have 
particular stories that you would like to share, then please drop us a line via email as Marcia 
makes good use of the successes you have through funding applications as well as assisting 
in raising the charity’s profile. 

 
 Office update:  You should all now have heard about our success in finding a new office due 

to the council’s closure of Bridge Hall.  We will now be operating from St Marks Church Hall, 
Cranbury Road in Reading and will update you further if we will have to change our phone 
number and email address.  We will not be operating the charity for a few days during 18 
and 19 January whilst we use our time to move office.  If you need to contact us in an 
emergency then please make contact with your fieldworker who will be able to assist.  St 
Marks Church hall is easily accessible with a few parking spaces on site as well as free 2 hour 
parking in many of the streets close to the hall.  We have an office, big enough for two desks 
as well as a small room to store our resources.  Book exchanges and small workshops will be 
carried out in the hall; although we may have to change our usual time/day to fit in with 
other hall users as it is a busy community hall.  The hall also has a lovely kitchen and freshly  
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refurbished toilets!  It’s so important for us to have a secure base. It enables us to do the 
work we do to an incredibly high standard so we are very thankful to the Church of St Mark 
for their generosity in helping us out and keeping our rental costs on par with Bridge Hall. 
 

 We look forward to seeing you at the volunteer workshop in March; invites will be sent out 
shorty.  The workshop will be held at Quintiles on 10 March and will be based around the 
Ingredients of a Successful Session.  Please consider rearranging your session in school in 
order to be able to take part in the session. 
 

 A F Harold presenting to ABC to read: 
 

 

 Thank you to all of you that voted for us with RBWM Neighbourhood budgets, we had a 
total of 81 votes, which led us into receiving £1000! 
 

 We were fortunate to be selected as a charity to support in a company’s secret Santa! This 
led to Talend in Maidenhead donating new books and games towards Lindsey’s stock in East 
Berkshire! 
 

 I would like to thank you all as we look forward to the changes that lay ahead in the New 
Year for ABC to read. I am really excited to see where this year will take us and hope at the 
end of the year we will have the opportunity to be working with many more schools and 
families as well as recruit many more wonderful volunteers! 
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