
 

Assisting Berkshire Children to read 
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“Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer” ~Author Unknown V 
 
News from our Chief Officer, Marcia: 
 
Survey results 

 Thank you to those of you that have completed the volunteer survey.  We are really pleased 
to read that so many of you are enjoying your time with ABC to read and we have taken note 
of all of the suggestions that you have made in order to improve your volunteering role.   

 Following on from the results we would like to remind you that we are now holding book 
exchanges on a termly basis throughout Reading, Newbury, Wokingham and Windsor. The 
following are our next dates: 
 

Reading – Bridge Hall, Oxford Rd. RG1 7PN Monday 28th September 
10am – 12pm 

Thatcham Town Council Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 
Thatcham RG18 3HF  

Tuesday 29th September 
10am – 11am 

Wokingham Library, Denmark Street, Wokingham 
RG40 2BB—please note that we will be in the 
downstairs area of the Library 

Weds. 30th September 
10.30am – 12pm 

Windsor - Redwood House, 9 Queen Anne's Road, 
Windsor SL4 2BJ 
 

Weds. 30th September 
10.30am – 12pm 

 
Please try to attend the book exchanges, however if that is not possible for you then all of 
our resources are stored at Bridge Hall in clearly labelled boxes.  Unfortunately it is too 
costly for the charity to be able to provide permanent storage throughout Berkshire due to 
us being a small charity but you are more than welcome to advise us if you need to drop in 
to collect further items during the office opening times.  If this is not possible for you then 
please also advise your fieldworker of any resources that you need so that they can arrange 
to meet you at a mutually convenient time.  If you do see items in local charity shops etc 
that would be a good asset for your collection then please make a purchase and claim via 
the office although, please do remember that we are a charity and do already hold a good 
selection of resources which we are constantly updating as and when funds allow and our 
space is very limited.  Can we please remind you, that our small team of staff work on a part 
time basis, so may not be able to return your phone calls or emails immediately but will do 
their best to get back to you as soon as they are available. If phoning, please do always be 
prepared to leave a message. 

 We were concerned to read from the survey that not all schools are keeping volunteers 
informed when children are not available for their session and we can reassure you that we 
are contacting all schools to remind them of the ABC to read agreement to ensure that our 
volunteers are communicated with effectively and valued.  It is good practice for you to 

 



share your email/phone number with the class teacher that you are supporting so they can 
advise you of any changes to your sessions. 

 If you are experiencing any issues at all, then please advise your fieldworker who is there to 
support you.  We would like to remind you that we do send termly newsletters, have a 
website, social media and workshops which will help you gain what you require from your 
roles so please make use of the additional information available. 

 Please take the time to have a look at our restructured website as there are some resources 
on there that you will find useful. Printables are now available which involves games and 
ideas for volunteers and the community to download as well as much more useable 
information including videos, one of which was made specifically for us showing how to use 
open ended questions courtesy of Blackberry Consultancy. Some of you may recall Abi, the 
Super Nanny of Education, speaking at our AGM in 2013; she has made a video for us which 
is on our website and Facebook page as well as being on YouTube and has been made for 
those of us helping children to develop higher order reading skills. You might be interested 
in the short video tutorial she has made. This is number one in a series of six (others will 
follow) and it looks at the skill of recalling and retrieving information from texts. It is 
completely free, only six minutes long and might give you some new ideas for questions you 
might ask children when reading... enjoy 

 One of our volunteers mentioned the website http://www.papg.com/ which contains some 
great suggestions for pen and paper games. And a favourite website for making your own 
word searches is: 
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp.  You might even 
like to select words from the book you are reading!   

 Please remember schools are not paying for the volunteers’ time which everyone gives so 
generously. They are paying towards the ABC to read service and the contribution covers 
around half the charity’s costs per volunteer; the remainder we seek from grants and 
donations. We know schools’ budgets are tight however and they do have to prove good 
value so if you have to miss a session please do offer an alternative time if possible 
 

Help from local businesses 

 Simply writing a letter to a business asking for money these days is extremely unlikely to 
result in anything other than your letter ending up in the dustbin. The best way to get help 
from a business is through somebody who already works in that business. Could I please ask 
you to think of whom you know, and whom they know? Some businesses give employees 
incentives to help voluntary organisations. These include match funding if they take part in a 
fundraising event, expertise from their staff or volunteering days.  

 To also succeed we need a wide network of friends. We can then also opt for more online 
social funding. The principles of crowdfunding can be applied to any online fundraising 
campaign. However, we can only make a success of a crowdfunding campaign or similar if 
we can create a crowd first. Our crowd is people who are in touch with us through social 
media. So we need to broaden our social media network through friends and followers. 

Please follow us on twitter and Facebook if you are users. 
 

Meeting other ABC to read volunteers! 

 It is wonderful to hear that so many of you are getting together for your own coffee 
mornings and sharing your own successes.  Please advise us if you need any help in meeting 
up with other volunteers by authorising us to share your contact details with other 
volunteers in your area.  We do recommend you do this amongst each other at the new 

http://www.papg.com/
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp


training or our termly book exchanges and events as this will prevent isolation in your roles 
and will give you the opportunity to share your stories as well as meet new friends. 

 It was lovely to see so many of you at our AGM and recent volunteer coffee mornings and 
we will aim to do similar next year with a different content. Included in this will be our usual 
Christmas coffee morning and we will advise you of dates shortly. During the year your 
fieldworker may also contact you to give you the opportunity to meet for an informal coffee 
with other volunteers.  
For those of you that were not able to attend the AGM, the minutes and accounts are now 

available on our website http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/agm-minutes-

18-june-2015.docx 

 We hope you are enjoying sharing the end of year certificates with the children you are 
supporting.  If you require any certificates, please advise the office or your fieldworker.  We 
would welcome any feedback you are receiving from the children that you are presenting 
them to. 
 

Investing in volunteers 

 We will be looking into the process of the ‘Investing in Volunteers Award’ this year and will 
be seeking funding to help with the costs of the award.  There may be times that we will 
need to call on you for quotes or to meet with the assessor.  This will not only be another 
wonderful achievement for the charity but will also help us to pick up on any flaws that we 
may have! It is a lengthy process and I will keep you updated along the way!  The standard 
has been designed and proven to improve the experience of volunteers and all those that 
work with volunteers 
 

Thank you… 

 …to those of you that have helped out at recruitment fairs and networking events. The extra 
support you are giving the charity is very much appreciated in the development of our 
services across Berkshire. 

 …to those of you that have carried out your safeguarding refresher training, either online or 
in school, as well as taking the time to read the bulletins that we have had to send out in 
relation to the changes in safeguarding and DBS. 

 … to those of you who have donated unwanted games and books to the charity to assist us 
in replenishing our resources.  It is very much appreciated and wonderful to see other 
children making use of unused and unwanted items. 
 

ABC to read training 

 We are taking part more and more in community involvement and running our workshops to 
Homework clubs and to parents of schoolchildren. If you know of any schools or Centres 
that would like ABC to show how they too can support children with reading then please let 
us know. 
 

Annual school surveys 

 We have sent out our annual Pupil Survey to schools. This is a simple form schools complete 
in respect of each child who has received ABC to read support during the year. Results will 
be analysed and we look forward to reporting on the results in the autumn term. Please 
advise your fieldworker if you would like to know the individual results in order for you to 

http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/agm-minutes-18-june-2015.docx
http://www.abctoread.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/agm-minutes-18-june-2015.docx


see what difference you are making but I can report that for those we have received so far, 
our volunteers are clearly making a difference to those children they are supporting. 

 These are quotes from some of the children that you have been supporting over this last 
year: 
o I am more confident at speaking in class                           
o This work has helped me learn new things I didn’t know before 
o I read things that interest me 
o I was shy at first but now I am more confident 
o I look forward to my sessions now  
o I read more now than when I started 
o I am less worried about reading now  
o I have discovered funny books                   
 

Awards 

 We put forward some volunteer nominations to the Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead Volunteer Awards 2014/15, amongst others, and am pleased to say that one of 
our volunteers and member of the board, Jenny Cooney, was invited along to receive a 
certificate 
 

 
 

 ABC to read is delighted that our charity has been nominated for the Pride of Reading 
Awards. On Friday November 6th, Chris Tarrant, the Reading-born TV presenter, will host the 
award ceremony so we will keep fingers crossed! 
 

 The next round of voting for Neighbourhood Budgets has now opened and will close on 
Wednesday 12 August 2015 at 5 pm. You are able to vote via the RBWM website by clicking 
on the My Local Budget icon, but you can also access the voting page directly at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RFQD5V6 
The votes are re-set to zero for each round of voting so everyone starts the new round with 
zero votes. Therefore, if you voted last time please vote again for this round. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RFQD5V6


John Lewis support 

 John Lewis have supported us again this year and have a programme that we can take 
advantage of. Bringing Skills to Life is a primary education programme from John Lewis. It is 
about allowing pupils to explore, imagine and create, while equipping them with many life 
skills. Through this education programme they aim to inspire children and develop their 
imagination and practical skills. As a teacher and volunteer you can access lesson plans and 
activity cards they’ve developed across the themes of Design & Make, Cook & 
Share and Storytelling.  All the resources have been designed for teachers by teachers, for 
use in the classroom, and are curriculum linked. 

Trustee news 

We would like to say goodbye to our trustee Simon Smith.  His work commitments are taking up 

more time than he had envisaged and we thank him for all his support with ABC to read since 2007 

both as a reading mentor and trustee. 

Happy Summer! 

Please remember to mention that you will be back after the summer term and ask whether you will 

be with the same teacher? At the beginning of the term it is a good idea to contact the school to say 

when you will be back and ask whether the children you will be having could be sorted out before 

then. It is probably best not to do this in the first week, as most teachers will need to identify the 

children for you to work with first. 

The office will be closing on Thursday 16th July and will re-open on Monday 7th September. Thank 

you to all of you for your continuing support and hard work. We would like to wish you all a very 

restful and hopefully sunny Summer! 

 


