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Dear all, 
 
We are now up and running in our new home at St Marks Church Hall (picture below).  We had a few 
teething problems with BT and Royal Mail and were sad to close those big red doors at Bridge Hall but we 
feel very much at home and settled in our new office.  Thank you to all of you that offered us kind wishes 
during the move! 
 

 
 
Due to us having to downsize the office; if any of you bring unused book boxes or books back to the office, 
could you please spend a few minutes emptying the boxes and put the unwanted books back into their 
categorized book box in the cupboards as the space is now required as a working room where we hold 
meetings.  If the boxes are not emptied or put away then they take up the little space that we have and also 
take a long time for staff to sort through at the book exchanges!  Thank you in advance! 

 
 Another Award for ABC to read! 

 
We have now come to the end of the Safe and Sound kite mark process and I am pleased to tell you that we 
have now been awarded it!  
For those of you that are not fully aware of what the kite mark means, Safe and Sound is a new quality award 
that is locally relevant and credible.  It was developed as an aid to give charities the confidence that they have 
reached a good level of good governance.  It can be used to highlight any gaps in group’s composition and 
procedures.  The aim is to see that trustees have relevant safeguards in place to protect themselves, the 
charity and its beneficiaries and that it has given due consideration to its core responsibilities.  Reading 
Borough Council will be looking for organisations to have achieved the Safe and Sound or an equivalent award 
when they considering funding applications. 
 
The process covered: Our constitution, Our management, Finances, Employment, Managing Volunteers, 
Reporting and Monitoring, Safeguarding and Health and Safety 

 
 Volunteer workshop 

It was lovely to see so many of you at this year’s volunteer workshop, and the discussions held were 
excellent.  We had some wonderful feedback and it is clear that you really enjoy your roles and are making a 
wonderful difference to the children you are supporting. Please find attached your Top Ten Tips that came 
out of the session. Unfortunately we couldn’t include all but have condensed those we could! Please do 
continue to let us know any of your ideas as these are very inspirational to us all 
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Thank you to Dorothy and Jenny for standing up and sharing their sessions with us as well as to those of 
you that contributed during the activity exercise. 
 

 Book exchange dates. A quick reminder of our upcoming book exchanges 
 
* Reading - St Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road (for satnav purposes pls use RG30 2TD) 
Monday 18th April 10am - 12pm  
* Thatcham Town Council Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, Thatcham RG18 3HF  
Tuesday 19th April 10am - 11am  
* Wokingham Library, Denmark Street, Wokingham RG40 2BB-please note that we will be in the 
downstairs area of the Library – Wednesday 20th April 10am - 11.30am  
* Windsor - Redwood House, 9 Queen Anne's Road, Windsor SL4 2BJ  
Wednesday 27th April 10.30am - 12pm 
 

 We always welcome your inspirational stories of the successes that you are having with the children and 
we have received many this term of which we share with funders as well as to all of our supporters so 
very much appreciate the time you take in letting us know. 
 

 We wish our patron Julie Cohen, good luck in running the Reading Half Marathon and raising funds for 
ABC to read. You can sponsor Julie at https://localgiving.org/fundraising/juliecohenreadinghalf 
 

 We are really fortunate to be working with Mars this year, not only have we received a donation 
towards our work for 2016 but we will also be training some of the Mars employees to become reading 
mentors and showing some of them how to support their children at home with literacy. The Mars 
Volunteer Associates that participate in the Mars Volunteer Programme spend time in their local 
communities, providing help to local schools, animal shelters and nature preserves. We also hope that 
they will assist us in raising the profile in the Slough area as well as helping us recruit for further 
volunteers to support Slough schools. 
 

 It has been wonderful to hear about the coffee mornings that you have had within your areas and I 
hope you have arranged to swap each other’s contact details so that you can meet up when it is suitable 
for you all.  These coffee mornings are a wonderful way for you to meet other volunteers and share 
stories; please feel free to meet up without a fieldworker being available at times that suit you! 
 

 Thank you to those of you that have helped out at events and for assisting with the completion of 
funding forms within supermarkets and banks.   
 

 There are many other ways to support us without having to spend a penny!  
o You can drop unwanted gifts at our office and we can use them as raffle prizes 

https://localgiving.org/fundraising/juliecohenreadinghalf
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o Buy your greetings cards online at www.pinkandgreene.com and select ABC to read as your chosen 

charity. Pink & Greene will then donate money to us from every card you buy—at no extra cost to 
you https://www.pinkandgreene.com/partner/abc-to-read.html 
 

o We can receive cash for used inkjet cartridges, toners 

o Register for https://www.giveasyoulive.com/ and every time you shop online at selected stores, 
the retailer will make a donation to us as your chosen charity 

o Please vote for us Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund Please vote for us to receive a donation from the 
Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund https://www.galaxyhotchocolate.com/…/abc-to-read-assisting-…- 

o RBWM Neighbourhood Budgets. Please vote for us! Thank you in advance! The next round of 
voting for projects taking part in the Neighbourhood Participatory Budget Scheme has opened and 
will close on Wednesday 13 April 2016 at 12 noon. Our project is now up and running and ready for 
our supporters to start voting. You are able to vote via the RBWM website by clicking on the Your 
Local Budget link, but you can also access the voting page directly at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/T8LZMXK 

o Follow us on Facebook and Twitter and share our news 
 

 Please also remember to visit our website where you will find useful resources to print and use during 
your sessions. 
 

 We are meeting with other charities to find ways of working together.  For example PACT; we are 
hoping to be able to provide potential parents of adoptive children support on how they can support 
their children with literacy as well as giving them volunteering opportunities which they need to be able 
to do in order to complete their application process. 
 

 We are still very much needing to find more volunteers to replace those volunteers that have left us this 
year, as well as those schools that have been waiting for a long time for a volunteer to support them.  
Please share your experience amongst friends, family and groups that you belong to in order to assist us 
with filling the spaces. 
 

 Although we are in a good financial position for 2016, as mentioned in our last newsletter, it is 
becoming increasingly more difficult for small charities such as ours to receive grants especially with the 
forthcoming government funding cuts and we need to make sure we have a funding strategy for the 
future.  Unfortunately a lot of trusts see our work as statutory so if you see any opportunity for us to 
apply for funding or partnerships that we can become a part of, then please let us know. 
 

 We have made a firm stance in the local media regarding the council’s proposed closures of our local 
libraries.  There’s an awful lot of information floating around about library campaigns and closures. A 
library is an ideal place to read, and access research material. It is very important to keep as many 
libraries open for as long as possible and for as many hours as the staff are able to work. Library closures 
and cutbacks are determined by the local authority, but may be influenced by spending/funding 
restrictions imposed on them by central government. If you’re worried about libraries in your area, 
contact your councillor and MP. 
 

 AGM – Our AGM will be held on 16th June 2016 at the RFC Community Trust rooms - times to be 
confirmed.  The format of the AGM will be slightly different this year in that the trustees will be running 
it.  They will be doing the Board formalities earlier on in the day with an invite to all for coffee at 
approximately 11am. Speakers will be at 11.30am and the meeting will finish around noon 
 

 Welcome to Steph Stinton, our new volunteer helping with funding applications 
 

 It is wonderful to see the charity going from strength to strength and it is mainly down to our great 
team of volunteers that we have.  Thank you for all your hard work and ongoing support, the time you 
give to us and the children is very much appreciated by ABC to read and the schools that you work 
within and the children are lucky to have you! 
This is a recent note from one of our schools: 

http://www.pinkandgreene.com/
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“I am delighted with the work she has been doing with my pupil, A. Anne also shows great patience and 

kindness towards A, who initially refused to go to the session each time (twice a week is pretty tiresome  

 

for all involved!), but she is always cheerful and encouraging towards her.  At the end of every session, A 

returns happy and proud of what she has achieved, and the fun she has had with Anne.  I often invite A 

to briefly share the latest poem or reading with the class.  Anne is obviously fantastic at what she does 

with her!  

A’s decoding of reading and understanding of inference has improved greatly since Anne started working 

with her in September.  Thank you for providing the volunteer service in our school.” 

 If you have any questions or problems then please do not forget to make contact with your 
fieldworkers. Have a wonderful Easter and we look forward to welcoming you back next term 
 
Please note that the office closes on Thursday 24th March and will re-open on Tuesday 12th April 

_______________________________________________ 
 

“It's the action, not the fruit of the action, that's important. You have to do the right thing. It may not be 
in your power, may not be in your time, that there'll be any fruit. But that doesn't mean you stop doing 
the right thing. You may never know what results come from your action. But if you do nothing, there 

will be no result.” 

 

 


