
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear all at «School_Name», 

  
 Welcome back to the New Year and we hope all of you have had a lovely Christmas 

break. 
 

 Office update:  You should all now have heard about our success in finding a new 
office due to the council’s closure of Bridge Hall.  We will now be operating from St 
Marks Church Hall, Cranbury Road in Reading. Please note that our phone number 
and email address will remain the same.  We will not be operating the charity for a 
few days during 18 and 19 January whilst we use our time to move office.  If you 
need to contact us in an emergency then please make contact with your fieldworker 
who will be able to assist. It’s so important for us to have a secure base. It enables us 
to do the work we do to an incredibly high standard so we are very thankful to the 
Church of St Mark for their generosity in helping us out. 
 

 Thank you so much for all of your support so far this year. We've been overwhelmed 
by the outstanding feedback we've received from the schools we've worked with, 
and we intend to reciprocate this by continuing to add value to all of the services we 
provide.  If you have any particular success stories that you would like to share with 
your volunteer then please let them know so they can hear about the wonderful 
work they are doing as well as advise the ABC office to help us, as the comments will 
aid us with any of our funding applications 

 

 We are aware that some of the schools that we are currently supporting are still 
waiting for an additional trained volunteer.  We would like to assure you that we are 
working very hard in trying to find suitable volunteers to be trained and who also live 
in ease of access to your school.  We are attending numerous volunteer recruitment 
fairs and we will be in contact with you as soon as we have a volunteer available. 

 

 We would like to remind schools that in order that safeguarding laws are adhered to, 
we would like you to invite your ABC to read volunteer along to any of your 
safeguarding refresher trainings that you hold in school for your own staff.  As an 
organisation we ensure that our volunteers carry out safeguarding training as part of 
our recruitment procedures and we have safe practices and procedures in place. 

 

 Some of you are already aware that as part of our literacy campaign we have now 
expanded our services to train school's own Parent Helpers, for those schools that 
already have their own army of volunteers.  The course is interactive and uses a 
range of activities to help your parent helper volunteers understand how they can 
help children to succeed and enjoy learning.  We also have a Ready to read course, 
which we can run to parents of your schools and we show them how to engage with 
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their children to support them with their reading. We have received some wonderful 
feedback and references for those courses that we have already carried out 

 

 We were very fortunate to listen to the charming author AF Harold and our own 
patron Dan Freedman, author of the Jamie Johnson books (soon to be a CBBC 
series), at our Volunteer’s Christmas coffee morning.  Both authors do visit schools 
to chat with children about their reading adventures and progress to becoming 
authors and we can fully recommend their presentations to help inspire children to 
find the love of reading and writing. 
 

 AF Harold 
 

 2016 is planned as Reading Year of Culture and will be developed around a series of 
monthly themes and ABC to read will be participating in the event during the month 
of October 2016.  Exactly what this will look like has yet to be decided, but it may be 
that we are featured at the main events during the month, either fundraising at the 
public events, run one of our workshops, have a volunteer recruitment drive, provide 
a storytelling and so on 

 

 I would like to thank you all as we look forward to the changes that lay ahead in the 
New Year for ABC to read. I am really excited to see where this year will take us and 
hope at the end of the year we will have the opportunity to be working with many 
more schools and families 

 
 

Best wishes, 
  
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer  
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