
Dear Headteacher, 
  
Important: Ensuring that the safeguarding training of ABC to read volunteers 
remains current 
 
ABC to read takes its responsibilities to safeguard the children in your school very 
seriously. All new volunteers are required to undergo a DBS Enhanced Disclosure 
with Barring Checks, produce two satisfactory references and undergo Level 1 
safeguarding training as part of their two-day New Volunteer training. 
  
We are aware that it is normal practice for safeguarding training to be updated every 
three years. However, with over 125 volunteers deployed across six Local 
Authorities, not to mention the increasing number of academies and free schools, it 
has become impractical for us to provide update training to every volunteer, every 
three years, with having to consider a substantial increase in the very reasonable 
financial contribution that we ask schools to make towards the provision of their 
volunteer.  
  
It is for this reason that we are asking head-teachers to take on the responsibility for 
keeping volunteers’ safeguarding up-to-date. Whenever you refresh the 
safeguarding training of your own staff and/or volunteers, either by means of a 
training event or online, please invite our volunteer(s) to take part, ensuring that they 
are updated every three years or in line with your own requirements, whichever is 
the shorter. We have contacted all our volunteers to ask them, wherever possible, to 
respond positively to such invitations from you. 
  
If one of our volunteers has been unable to participate in your refresher training, 
please contact us, so that we may consider how to ensure that their training remains 
current: 
  
E-mail:   abctoread@btconnect.com  
Phone:   0118 95 11 336 
Mail:    ABC to read 

 Bridge Hall 
 184 Oxford Road 
 READING    
 RG1 7PL 

  
DfE supplementary advice re Keeping Children Safe in Education: Childcare 
Disqualification Requirements – Implications for ABC to read volunteers in 
schools 
 
We are aware that you are currently working to deal with the requirements of the 
above advice and that you may be distributing Staff Disqualification Declarations (or 
similar).  
  
Page 2 of the advice (‘What should schools do now?’) makes it clear that ‘All staff 
(and volunteers) in relevant settings must be asked to complete a declaration as 
soon as possible, affirming that they are not disqualified.’ Please ensure that your 
ABC to read volunteer(s) are included in this exercise. 
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If it should emerge that an ABC to read volunteer is disqualified, or disqualified by 
association, and so needs to be suspended from volunteering and Ofsted notified 
within 14 days, please also contact our Safeguarding Volunteer, Mike Edwards, in 
confidence, so that ABC to read may take appropriate action. Mike’s contact details 
are: 
  
E-mail:  mje.abc2r@btinternet.com   
Phone:  07958 557587 
  
ABC to read AGM 
  
Our AGM will be held at Reading Football Club Community Trust Rooms on 18th 
June 11am-1pm. Our guest speaker will be Harry Dunn, a local author, debut thriller 
“Smile of the Viper”.  He joined the BBC in 1967 just as their book publishing division 
began to flourish. Involved in press and publicity, he travelled on promotional tours 
with the likes of Delia Smith, Keith Floyd and Ken Hom to help build sales of their 
books. He will be talking about his journey to being published.  It will be wonderful to 
see you there if you can make it, an invite will follow nearer the time. 
  
It's hard to believe that we're already over halfway through the academic year. Thank 
you so much for all of your support so far this year. We've been overwhelmed by the 
outstanding feedback we've received from the schools we've worked with, and we 
intend to reciprocate this by continuing to add value to all of the services we provide. 
We hope you have a wonderful Easter break 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer  
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