
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear all at «School_Name», 

  
We are now up and running in our new home at St Marks Church Hall (picture below).  
We had a few teething problems with BT and Royal Mail and were sad to close those big 
red doors at Bridge Hall but we feel very much at home and settled in our new office.  
Please remember our new address St Marks Church Hall, 94 Cranbury Road, Reading 
RG20 2TA.  Thank you to all of you that offered us kind wishes during the move! 

 

 
 

Another Award for ABC to read! 
 
We have now come to the end of the Safe and Sound kite mark process and I am pleased 
to tell you that we have now been awarded it!  
For those of you that are not fully aware of what the kite mark means, Safe and Sound is 
a new quality award that is locally relevant and credible.  It was developed as an aid to 
give charities the confidence that they have reached a good level of good governance.  It 
can be used to highlight any gaps in group’s composition and procedures.  The aim is to 
see that trustees have relevant safeguards in place to protect themselves, the charity and 
its beneficiaries and that it has given due consideration to its core 
responsibilities.  Reading Borough Council will be looking for organisations to have 
achieved the Safe and Sound or an equivalent award when they considering funding 
applications. 
 
The process covered: Our constitution, Our management, Finances, Employment, 
Managing Volunteers, Reporting and Monitoring, Safeguarding and Health and Safety 
 

 

We always welcome your inspirational stories of the successes that our volunteers are 
having with the children and we have received many this term of which we share with 
funders as well as to all of our supporters.  Our volunteers also appreciate any success 
stories that they have with the children as the main reason for them volunteering is 
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that they like to see a difference to the time that they give.  Please see below a 
wonderful note we received recently from one of the schools we support, we very 
much appreciate the time given in letting us know!  
 
“I am delighted with the work she has been doing with my pupil, A. Anne also shows 
great patience and kindness towards A, who initially refuses to go to the session each 
time (twice a week is pretty tiresome for all involved!), but she is always cheerful and 
encouraging towards her.   
At the end of every session, A returns happy and proud of what she has achieved, and 
the fun she has had with Anne.  I often invite A to briefly share the latest poem or 
reading with the class.  Anne is obviously fantastic at what she does with her! 
A’s decoding of reading and understanding of inference has improved greatly since Anne 
started working with her in September.  Thank you for providing the volunteer service in 
our school.” 

 

We are really fortunate to be working with Mars this year, not only have we received a 
donation towards our work for 2016 but we will also be training some of the Mars 
employees to become reading mentors and will be showing some of them how to 
support their children at home with literacy. The Mars Volunteer Associates that 
participate in the Mars Volunteer Programme spend time in their local communities, 
providing help to local schools, animal shelters and nature preserves. We also hope that 
they will assist us in raising the profile in the Slough area as well as helping us recruit 
further volunteers to support Slough schools. 
 
We have made a firm stance in the local media regarding the council’s proposed 
closures of our local libraries.  There’s an awful lot of information floating around about 
library campaigns and closures. A library is an ideal place to read, and access research 
material. It is very important to keep as many libraries open for as long as possible and 
for as many hours as the staff are able to work. Library closures and cutbacks are 
determined by the local authority, but may be influenced by spending/funding 
restrictions imposed on them by central government. If you’re worried about libraries in 
your area, contact your councillor and MP. 
 
AGM - our AGM will be held on 16th June 2016 at the RFC Community Trust rooms - times will 
be confirmed. 
 

Can we please remind you of the signed three way agreement as some class teachers 
are not aware why the volunteers are taking children out of their class! 
 

To assist the charity further in gathering evidence and statistics, our trustees would like 
to know how many children that we support receive the pupil premium allocation. In 
addition to this, what is it about our volunteers that you find useful and what makes 
you, as a school, value our volunteers?  If you can take the time to advise your 
fieldworker, volunteer or our office then it would really help us out with our funding 
this year. 
 

It is becoming increasingly more difficult for small charities such as ours to raise funds 
for our core costs, especially as trusts see our work as statutory; so can I please remind 



you to ensure that you make your contribution as stated in your three way agreements 
on receipt of invoices, as your contribution covers our volunteer’s expenses, books and 
games and we are reliant on your contributions to support our volunteer’s own 
expenses. 
 

We are aware that some of our schools have been waiting a long time for a volunteer 
but please be assured that we are doing our very best in trying to recruit suitable 
volunteers.  If you are able to assist us in our recruitment campaign by placing a flyer on 
your school notice boards in view of parents then please let our office know. 
 

We will be sending out our school evaluations during the Summer term and it is vital 
that these forms are returned back to us showing the impact that we have on the 
children that we are supporting.  This enables us to ensure that not only can our 
volunteers hear about the wonderful work that they are doing but also ensures that we 
are able to receive grants for our work in the forthcoming year. 
 
Thank you to those of you that include the volunteers in your own safeguarding 
refresher training and make our volunteers feel a valued member of your team.  Our 
volunteers really appreciate feeling valued! It is good practice for the teacher to share 
their email address with volunteers so that if there are any changes then the volunteer 
can be advised. 
 

Quotes from some of the children we have supported 
 

 Reading is not boring, reading 
interests me.           

 Sometimes my Mentor rewards 
me when I read words well. 

 I like reading special books                                                                             I do more exciting things 

 It makes me feel special having 
time with one person 

 I  like reading more now than I 
used to                                             

 I think my reading mentor has 
helped me to make progress. 

 

 
  

These are some photos of our volunteers at a recent workshop designed for them to 
share their success of what works well in their sessions with the children we support! 

 



   
 

 
As a charity we are going from strength to strength and we thank you for your ongoing 
support and look forward to supporting more of your children this year. 

 
 

 

Best wishes, 
  
Marcia Rowlinson 
Chief Officer  
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