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 “How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.”  
Anne Frank, Diary of a Young Girl 

News from our Chief Officer, Marcia:        
      

Firstly, we would like to welcome our many new faces to the volunteer team and we hope you are enjoying 
your time with the children and finding it rewarding.  We hope you are settling into the new term, please 
feel free to advise your fieldworker if you have any issues. 
 
Once again, thank you all for your support and dedication in ABC to read’s achievement and we look forward 
to another successful year with you all.  Thank you once again, to those of our volunteers that have assisted 
us with recruitment fairs and trainings.  If you would like to become more involved in other duties within the 
charity such as networking and events then please let us know.  
 
Unfortunately we had quite a few volunteer resignations at the end of last term due to unforeseen 
circumstances which leaves us in a difficult position of trying to not only fill our existing vacancies, but to fill 
the vacancies of the leavers. Some of these schools are in hard to reach places. Can you please contact the 
office if you are able to put a recruitment leaflet up in your local church, library etc. to help us with our 
recruitment campaign in filling the vacancies as some schools have been waiting a long time to gain the 
support of one of our wonderful volunteers. 
 
It was lovely to hear that some of you were able to go along to the children’s end of year plays and parties 
held within schools.  It is so important that you engage with the teachers and staff within your schools as 
they will often make you feel part of their team. 
 
We have had to say goodbye to our fieldworker for the Wokingham and Bracknell schools, Judy.  Judy is 
relocating and she has been replaced by Clare Meldrum.  Clare is an ex KS2 teacher and also one of our own 
volunteers.  She will be supporting schools and volunteers in Wokingham and Bracknell and will make herself 
known to you all in due course but I am sure some of you will meet Clare at the next book exchange. 
 
We have also had to say goodbye to Marie-Claire, our Funding volunteer, and are still looking for a 
replacement to help us out with this.  Marie-Claire has been with us for some time and was a great asset to 
the charity in ensuring that we pulled in enough funds to operate from month to month.  We have also had 
to say goodbye to our volunteer Katie who managed the sending out of birthday cards!  If you have a spare 
hour each month to keep on top of sending out birthday cards then please contact the office. 
 
It is wonderful news to be able to share with you that we have been shortlisted for the Slough Awards Best 
Group.  We will be going along to a dinner dance in Slough where the winners will be announced in 
November.  We have also had the opportunity to present the charity (later in the term) to employees of 
Mars to win a significant amount of funding and to work with Mars employees helping them with their 
corporate responsibility. 
 
Anne Carey, one of our long-standing volunteers, and her daughter Lotty, had an amazing adventure over 
the summer and have been truly inspirational with their achievement. They completed a hilly bike ride in 
wet and hot conditions over a course of 300 miles, from Reading to Mawgan Porth in Cornwall, raising  
money for ABC to read and CAIARD. Congratulations to you both! 
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We will be having our Christmas coffee morning on 15th December, 10.30 – noon, with guest speaker AF 
Harold.   He is active in school’s work, running workshops and slams and doing performances at ungodly 
hours of the morning. He has published several collections of poetry. The coffee morning is to be held at the 
Hilton Hotel in Reading, as it is proving to be a popular location for most and does not come at a cost to hire 
the room!  Invites will be sent out and we look forward to seeing you there.  
 
We are still evaluating the school’s surveys as we are waiting for more schools to send their results to us.  
However we can report that the results we have had in are looking great and will send out full information 
about the results as soon as they have been finalised. 
 
We are very happy to announce that ABC to read are Runners-up in the PR Superstar Award! This is awarded 
through Localgiving.com’s ‘Grow Your Tenner’ campaign and more information about the award can be 
found here. On this note, we would like to ask you to participate in this year’s campaign, for which the first 
round of voting opens on 13th October. You can read more about this on the Localgiving.com website at 
Grow Your Tenner 2015 - how it works 

 
Finally I would like to remind you that our termly Book Exchanges are being held on the week beginning 
28th September. Please come along if you need some new resources for the children you’re working with 
this term, but please remember to return the resources that you no longer need.  Dates are as follows: 
 

Reading – Bridge Hall, Oxford Rd. RG1 7PN Monday 28th September 
10am – 12pm 

Thatcham Town Council Chamber, Brownsfield Rd, 
Thatcham RG18 3HF  

Tuesday 29th September 
10am – 11am 

Wokingham Library, Denmark Street, Wokingham 
RG40 2BB—please note that we will be in the 
downstairs area of the Library 

Weds. 30th September 
10.30am – 12pm 

Windsor - Redwood House, 9 Queen Anne's Road, 
Windsor SL4 2BJ 
 

Weds. 30th September 
10.30am – 12pm 

 
 

Wishing you all a lovely start to the Autumn term! 
 
 

 

https://blog.localgiving.com/blogs/2/2/grow-your-tenner-awards
https://localgiving.com/gyt/howitworks

